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Labour to put up prescriptmns 


Exclusive 


By Colin Brown 

Chief FtJitxal Correspondent 


PRESCRIPTION charges will 
be raised by 15p to £5.80 from 
April despite unrest on the 
Labour bade benches over gov- 
ernment proposals to reform 
the welfare state. 

It is the first increase in 
prescription charges since 


Labour came to power last 
May and is likely to lead to crit- 
icism that the charge is now so 
high that it is hitting those on 
low incomes who do not qual- 
ify for exemptions. 

Labour repeatedly attacked 
the Tories for raising prescrip- 
tion charges as a “tax on the 
sick” throughout their 18 years 
in office from 2 Op to its present 
level of £5.65. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, is hoping the 


criticism of the increase mil be 
muted as it is below the 3.6 rate 
of inflation, and in line with last 
year's 15p increase by the 
Tories. 

The rise in prescription 
charges under pressure from the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
will intensify the pressure on Mr 
Dobson to sweeten the pill by 
announcing the restoration of 
free eye-tests and free denial 
check-ups in the summer after 
a fundamental review of all 


NHS charges -which are a high- 
ly sensitive issue for the Gov- 
ernment. 

Labour avoided making any 
pledges to cat prescription 
charges in its general election 
manifesto, after abandoning 
earlier commitments to abolish 
them, but Mr Dobson ran into 
flak last year when he was un- 
able to rule out new charges be- 
cause of the comprehensive 
review. 

The review will be looking at 


cutting the exemptions to pre- 
scription charges, which in- 
clude all pensioners, those on 
income support, those receiving 
jobseeker's allowance, children 
and pregnant women. 

Better-off pensioners could 
be required to pay for pre- 
scriptions, which may be means- 
tested and limited to those who 
are on low incomes. 

Ministers have privatefy 
ruled out introducing charges 
for visiting the GP. although it 


was supported by a majority of 
family doctors in an attempt to 
cut out time-wasting by pa- 
tients. Also ruled out are hos- 
pital “hotel" charges to pay for 
bed and food. 

Mr Dobson said Labour 
would not break its manifesto 
pledge to provide health care 
“available to all, according 
to need, free at the point of 
use". Charging for visits to the 
doctor would have broken that 
promise. . 


Army major 
accused of 
spying for 
the Serbs 


By Marcus Tanner 


A BRITISH army major is under po- 
lice investigation for allegedly spy- 
ing for the Bosnian Serbs, amid 
claims his arrest was prompted by 
the CIA. 

Martin Bell, the independent 
MP for Tattoo, yesterday said Pen- 
tagon pressure lay behind the arrest 
by Ministry of Defence police of Mi- 
los Siankovk. 35, a member of the 
Parachute Regiment. Mr Slankovic 
aliegedlypussed top-secret Nato 
plans to Ratkn Mladic. Lhe brutal 
Serb army chief who masterminded 
the massacre of the Muslims of Sre- 
brenica in eastern Bosnia 1995 and 
indicted for genocide by the UN war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague. 

The investigation threatens to re- 
open many old wounds about the 
record in the 1992-95 Bosnian con- 
flict of the British army, which both 
Bo«nia's Muslim-led government 
as well as the .Americans thought 
bent over backwards in curry favour 
with the Serbs. 

Mr Bell said Mr Stankovic. who 
was arrested in October last year dur- 
ing a course at the army college in 
Bracknell. Berkshire, was the victim 
of an injustice that bore comparison 
to France's infamous Dreyfus case 
a ccntuiy ago. 

The MPsakl the .Army had buck- 
led under pressure from Washing- 
ton to get rid of anyone serving in 
Bosnia w ho had family ties in Ser- 
bia. This, in spite of the fact that it 
was these connections that the Army 
had found useful in the first case. 
“Everything he was valued for. he 
was arrested tor." he said. 

“The original complaint comes 
from the CIA. The Americans 
weren't happy with anyone with a 


family background in Serbia, even 
though his value to Unprofor [the 
UN peacekeeping force in Bosnia] 
was that he could get dose to the 
Serb people. 

“If be did any spying, it was for 
the British. In Pale [the Bosnian Serb 
capital] the Serbs said that be was 
a nice enough chap, but always re- 
member, his loyalty is to his Crown 
and his regiment”. 

Of Serbian descent, Mr Stan- 
kovic was Lhe Army's chief liaison of- 
ficer in 1995 when UN peacekeep- 
ers and aid workers were taken 
hostage by the Serbs in 1995. The 
British UN commander General 
Rupert Smith removed him from his 
post in April 1995, apparently fol- 
lowing complaints about his alleged 
outspoken support for the Bosnian 
Serb cause. He was, however, pro- 
moted from captain to major on his 
return to the UK and was also dec- 
orated for his Bosnian service. 

Mr Bell said his arrest was a poor 
reward for someone who had played 
a part in getting the Bosnian Serbs, 
to unblock food convoys to besieged 
towns. “He helped to fix up the cease- 
fire in Bosnia in 1994,” he said. The 
MP said the Americans had been 
"angry” that the then British com- 
mander of LIN forces in Bosnia. Gen- 
eral Sir Michael Rose, had someone 
of Serb descent at his right hand. The 
MP added: “In four months they 
have failed to find anything. His ca- 
reer has already been ruined by the 
mere fact of the arrest". 

Mr Stankovic - his army career 
in tatters - is now Irving with his 
mother in Cornwall. Dana Slankovic 
told reporters her son would like to 
discuss the case but was prohibited 
from doing so. 

MI5 embarrassed, page 9 



Rallying calk Countryside supporters walking up PfccadiBy to Hyde Park yesterday when almost 300,000 . 
protesters arrived in London in more than 2,000 coaches and 29 special trains; it took five hours for ail the 
marchers to leave the Embankment after the official start just before 1030am Photograph: Peter Macdarmid 


Good women make men behave badly - Straw 


By Anthony Bevins 

PjitK3i 

BOYS nnd men nen ><« the so- 
cial spectrum arc acting like the 
hapless characters in the tele- 
vision comedy Men Bchavuig 
Badfy because they cannot rope 
with the greater success of girls 
and women. Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary said yesterday. 

“Some men find it really very 
difficult to cope with the fact 
thal .women are now increas- 
ingly on an equal footing,” Mr 
Straw told Alas lair Stewart on 
GMTV's Sunday programme. 

“And they cope, .is it were, 
cope badfy. but try to cope 
with that by acting the goal by 


being the fool, and you see this 
in schools and in families as well, 
where some boys almost give up 
on trying to keep up with the 
girls. 

“1 think that's a really seri- 
ous social problem; and it’s 
one, by the way, which is 
classless." 

Mr Straw said: “It’s worth 
remembering that the main 
characters in Men Be tuning 
Badly arc, as it were, middle- 
class lads who are dumbing 
themselves down." 

His own view was that the 
programme, which be found en- 
tertaining, mirrored what was 
happening in society. “There’s 
certainly something quite wor- 


rying about what is happening 
to a generation of men.” 

For those out of work, the 
Government was delivering its 
wclfarc-lo-work programme 
and adult literacy sdiemes, and 
Chris Woodhead, Chief In- 
spector of Schools, told the 
same programme that it was 
possible to remedy some of 
the problems with improved ed- 
ucation for boys learning slowly. 

“If a lad leaves primary 
school unable to read,” he said, 
“it seems to me inevitable that 
his self-esteem is going to be 
low. He won't be able to cope 
with the demands of secondary 
school curriculum and as a re- 
sult, he will seek refuge in de- 


viant behaviour... 

“Why do girls do better? I 
think that they are more willing 
to accept the authority of teach- 
ers in schooling; they’re more 
eager to please their teachers; 
and there are people, I'm not 
sure about Ibis, who see read- 
ing as something that appeals 
more to girls and women than 
to boys and men." 

Mr Woodhead also accepted 
that there was a greater degree 
of coarseness within society at 
large, citing the example of the 
Dixon of Dock Great presenta- 
tion of an idealised view of the 
police in the Fifties, when he 
was growing up, compared with 
The Bill today. 


“It’s very much gritty, doc- 
umentary, lowest common de- 
nominator realism," Mr 
Woodhead said. He felt that 
such things were influential 
However, he added: “On the 
other hand, I do think we have 
to keep things in perspective; 
this faddish culture thing .* 1 
The shepherd in Shake- 
speare's^ Winter's Tale said: “I 
wish there were no age between 
10 and 23, because young men 
get wenches with child, upset the 
anciently, stealing and fighting.” 
Mr Vfopdhead added: “Four 
hundred years ago; the same 
problem. So l think we’ve got 
to keep ihese things- in 
perspective." 


Today’s news 


Kohl’s challenger 

Germany’s popular politi- 
cian, Gerhard Schrftder, woo 
the Social Democrats nom- 
ination as their candidate to 
fight Helmut Kohl Page II 

Threat to Winnie 

Nelson M? nf lgla k f ig htin g to 
evict his ex-wife Winnie from 
their former home which 
she has turned info a lucra- 
tive museum. - Rage 12 
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Charges are an important 
part of die NHS. budget The 
prescription charge raises 
around £310m a year, but is 
heavily outweighed by the bDI 
for free prescriptions, which 
amounts to around £13bn. 
Around 80 per cent of all pre- 
scriptions are free, because 
they are covered by exemptions. 

There will also be fears 
among patients' groups that 
increasing the charge could en- 
courage more prescription 


fraud. Alan Mflburn, the health 
minister, has announced a 
crackdown on prescription 
charge fraud winch is costing the 
National Health Service an es- 
timated £100m a year, bat it has 
now emerged that the majori- 
ty of the fraud ik caused by pa- 
tients claiming they are on 
income support This may sug- 
gest that they cannot afford the 
charges, even though they do not 
qualify for free prescriptions. 

Leading article, page 16 


White House 
purses lips over 
Clinton ‘kiss’ 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in V\fcshington 


AMERICA'S television net- 
works yesterday quoted “well- 
placed sources" as saying that 
the White House was ready to 
admit that President Clinton 
had had a physical relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky, j 

The reports, which -insist the 
relationship went “no further 
than kissing" fuelled! 
that the White House is ] 
ing to revise its account of the 
Clinton-Lewinsky relationship. 
Mr Clinton was described in the 
reports as being distressed 
about the allegations, blaming 
himself and worrying about the 
effect on his family. 

The first report embarrassed 
official Washington and revived 
the original question: did Pres- 
ident Clinton have an affair with 
the White House trainee and 


teD her to lie about it? 

Although both Mr Clinton 
and Ms Lewinsky have insisted 
under oath that there was no af- 
fair, Ms Lewinsky has been 
taped saying she and Mr Clin- 
ton bad a sexual relationship. 

The new White House ver- 
sion, according to CBS, Is that 
Ms Lewinsky’s claims are no 
more than girlish-exaggeration 
among friends. 

With the Washington ma- 
chine decamped to Utah where 
the Clintons were celebrating 
Chelsea Clinton's 18th birthday, 
ft was a frill 24 hours before the 
official rebuttal cama, and it was 
less than comprehensive. “The 
White House has no new strat- 
egy that we are about to unvefl,” 
the deputy spokesman, Joe 
Lockhart, finally told the cable 
channel CNN. He called the 
CBS report as “inaccurate”. 

Leading article, page 18 
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■The full story 
behind theMMR/ 
Autism 
controversy 

■ David Bailey is 
60, the life in 
pictures of 
the great 
photographer 



■ How Samantha 
Bond conquered 
her stage fright 


Patten affair ‘is threat to Times* 


By Anthony Borins 

FblitKal Edit>s' 


THE independence of Rupert 
Murdoch's Times has been 
damaged by the newspaper’s 
non-coverage of last week’s 
row between the tycoon's 
HnrperCcUins publishing house 
and Chris Patten, the former 
Governor of Hong Kong, one 
of the paper's senior journalists 
said yesterday. 

Ray Snoddy, the papers 
media editor, went on to BBC 
radio's Mediumwave to explain 
the fact that the first coverage 
his paper had given of the saga, 
which made front-page news on 
Thursday, was a tow-key report 
on page 5 of Saturday's paper, 
headlined: “News Corp puts its 
side in row over Patten". 

Mr Snoddy said that his own 
reputation would inevitably be 
damaged bv the way in which his 
paper had covered the story, 
and asked whether it would dent 
the independence of the paper, 
he said: “I thinkso, but I insist 
it was not a deliberate thing.” 

Bravely taking the entire 
blame for the journalistic 
"miss". Mr Snoddy appeared to 
suggest that news reporters op- 
erate independently with no 
prompting or initiative taken by 
news editors. 

“I'm afraid it bad more to do 
with cock-up than conspiracy." 
he said. He bad pur in calls to 
all the main characters on 
Thursday, but Mr Patten had re- 
fused in discuss detail, and 
even Mr Murdoch had not re- 
turned his calls. 

"I certainly didn't miss it be- 
cause of anybody silting on my 
desk, telling me not to write it,” 
Mr Snoddy said. 

“If I'd written a detailed 
story and that had been spiked 
[not used], 1 would long since 




















Ray Snoddy: The media editor of the Times has admitted chat the papers independence could be threatened by non-coverage of the Patten affair 


have been considering my 
position.” 

However, Mr Snoddy then 
appeared to accept that there 
was a problem relating to news- 
paper reporting on the internal 
affairs of their proprietorial 
groups. “When, for instance, did 
you last see a critical report on 
Conrad Black [the proprietor] 


in the Telegraph T he asked, 
Mr Patten told the Sunday 
Telegraph that, because Harper- 
Coilins had published a number 
of controversial books about Ti- 
bet and China, including Jung 
Chang's harrowing account of 
life under Sino-communism, 
Wild Swans, he bad no fears 
about the contents of his Hong 


Kong memoir. East and Best. “It 
therefore never occurred to 
me that Mr Murdoch’s business 
links with China could be a fac- 
tor in this,” he said. “If it had, 
I would never have signed.” 

In a letter to the Independent. 
Brian Aldiss, the award-winning 
science fiction writer, claims 
there is censorship of an “in- 


sidious nature" at Harper- 
CoUins - who used to publish 
his work. “When editors are 
ruled by the sales force and 
those above them,” he says, “the 
atmosphere is poisonous for 
both authors and editors." 

HarperCollins received an- 
other blow yesterday when Si- 
mon Heffer, the highly 


respected political commenta- 
tor, announced that be was 
withdrawing his long-awaited bi- 
ography of Enoch Powell from 
the publishing house. “I re- 
alised they had not been hon- 
est,” he said “I could not trust 
them anymore. At that point, it 
was an easy decision to make.” 
Letters, page 15 


New laws 
target 
kerb 
crawlers 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

NEW laws to damp-down on 
kerb crawlers and hit-and-run 
motorists are to be introduced 
by the Government. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary. plans to give extra pow- 
ers to the police to arrest drivers 
at the scene of an accident and 
to stop men cruising for sex. 

The moves follows growing 
l concerns about the number of 
I motorists, including “jcy riders”, 
who drive away from accident 
scenes, or give false names and 
address, and the apparent in- 
ability of the police to prevent 
, kerb crawlers operating. 

Under the proposals kerb 
crawling would become an ar- 
restable offence so that of- 
fenders could be taken hack to 
a police station and charged. At 
present they can only be post- 
ed a summons to appear in 
court. In most incidents they re- 
ceive a warning or s mall fine. 

Police forces have been us- 
ing a variety of tactics such as 
“naming and shaming” offend- 
ers by sending them warnings 
and by videoing the activities of 
men seeking sex from their 
cars. 

The All Party Group on 
Prostitution, an inquiry set up 
by MPs, recommended in 1996 
introducing a power of arrest for 
kerb crawling. Resident groups 
in Balsall Heath, Birmingham, 
parts of Bradford, and areas of 
London, such as Strcatham, 
have long complained about the 
harassment of kerb -crawlers 
seeking sex. 
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SO WHERE is all the aiow 
then? Last Ibesday, the fore- 
casters stuck their necks out and 
predicted seriously wintry weath- 
er for the weekend: snow in the 
North and sieet in the South. 
WdL. there has been a good deal 
of snow in Scotland, but despile 
some ominously dark clouds 
gathering overhead as I write 
these words, the weather in 
London has stayed remarkably 
fine. So what went wrong? 

Well for one thing, any fore- 


cast more than three days 
ahead should always be treat- 
ed with suspicion. Most pro- 
fessional forecasting is based on 
computer models which are 
themselves reliant on the ac- 
curacy of the data fed in to 
them. After measuring tem- 
peratures, wind speeds, baro- 
metric pressure and the 
wing-flaps of any rogue but- 
.^rflieswidiin range, yocr let' the ; 
computer churn them around 
and teQ you what the conditions 
will be like an hour, a day, or 
a week ahead. 

Increases in computing 
speed have meant that forecasts 
three days ahead are now as ac- 
curate as 24-hour forecasts 
were in the Seventies. Beyond 
three days, the ripples of chaos 
are liable to throw even the best 
computer models off balance. 
In the present conditions, how- 
ever, the five-day forecast was 
not that far out A week ago. the 
forecasters saw early signs of a 
succession of cold air fronts 
coming towards us from the 
north-west which looked set to 
dominate our weather. These 
cold fronts have simply not yet 
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extended as for south as had 
been predicted. 

In winter, our sides are a bat- 
tleground for a meteorological 
sumo bout with four potential 
contestants in the shape of air 
masses: Polar Maritime (.cold 

and probably wet) from the 
north-west, Arctic (cold and 
dry) from the north, lhjpical 
Maritme'(Wann and wet) from 
the south-west and PolarCon- 
tinentai (very t»id and dry) 
from the east So for this year, 
we have not seen much of the last 
of these, but the main battle be- 
tween ftrlar Maritime and Trop- 
ical Maritime is still going on. 

There is potentially a good 
deal of moisture in the air, but 
this will not bring serious 
amounts of rain or snow unless 
the upper-air temperature 
drops. In principle, you should 
watch out for a north-westerly 
wind if you want to know 
whether to put on your thick 
winter clothing, yet Saturday's 
weather map was covered with 
diagonal arrows from lop-left to 
bottom-right, without pushing 
dear old Tropical Maritime out 
of the ring. 



Recycled paper made up 41.436 of 
the raw material far UK news- 
papers in the first half of 1997 . 
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WHEN Trevor Rees-Jones made his 
first, faJtering steps into the full glare of 
the media spotlight as he left the Pitie- 
Salpetriere Hospital in Paris last Octo- 
ber, it seemed somehow appropriate 
that he was wearing sunglasses. 

The former member of the 1st Bat- 
talion the Parachute Regiment with a de- 
gree in sport and biological science had 
been a member of the so-called Ryed pro- 
tection team since 1994 and so a studied 
anonymity had been part of his stock in 
trade. Publicity was something he had 
learnt to avoid, but now everyone knew 
his name, and more particularly everyone 
wanted to know how much he remem- 
bered of that fateful summer night in Paris 

that killed the Princess of ^fedes, her 
boyfriend Dodi Fayed and their driver. 

Five months on from his release from 
hospital, Mr Rees-Jones still bears the 
scars of his horrific injuries, most strik- 
rngly a five-inch welt which meanders from 
his left nostril across his cheek, but his 
health has improved remarkably. He 
bas returned to light duties four days a 
week at Hairods and friends in his home 
town of Oswestry say that he is hoping 
to begin playing for the local rugby team 
again in September. 

The real fight that Mr Rees-Jones now 
faces is in fen ding off the media and at- 
tempting to return to his former anonymi- 
ty. It could be a long fight, for, as Mirror 
editor Piers Morgan put it on Saturday, 

“This is no ordinary Trevor. This is the 
most famous Trevor in the world.” 

To be honest, one struggles to think 
of any competition in terms of world-fa- 
mous Thwors, but you catch Mr Morgan's 
drift His purple prose was all part of talk- 
ing up the “exclusive” interview with Mr 
Rees-Jones which begins today in his 
newspaper, in three interviews with 
Herve Stephan, Mr Rees-Jones had told 
the judge investigating the accident that 
he was unable to recall anything about the 
actual crash on 31 August last year. 

However, at a meeting with his psychia- 
trist last Wednes- 
day, Mr Rees-Jones 
remembered “a lit- REES-JONES UNDERCOVER 
lie more” (his own Trevor Rees-Jones served at 
words). Later the least one tour of duty in Ulster 
same day, he was and was awarded the General 
interviewed by Piers Service Medal with Northern 
Morgan at Harrods. Ireland clasp. A friend who 

Mr Rees-Jones served with him said: ‘We had 
was in hiding yes- some hush-hush jobs, the sort of 
terday after making things we are never allowed to 
a statement via his talk about.’ 


IN THE NEWS 


TREVOR 

REES-JONES 


solicitors stressing dot he had not received 
"one penny piece" from the Mirror news- 
paper for the interview nor had he grant- 
ed them any form of exclusivity. He also 
expressed his concern about previous ar- 
ticles in the press which had criticised his 

professional conduct on the night of the 
crash and had suggested that be was not 
properly trained for his role. “These al- 
legations are wholly spurious and I will, 
as and when I think it appropriate to do 
so, make public comment,” his statement 
said. 

According to Mr Rees-Jones, the Mir- 
rors claims about exclusivity have caused 
him and his family “great personal diffi- 
culty”. One wonders, therefore, why he 
spoke to them at alL Which is where Mo- 
hamed al-Fayed comes in. 

Recently, Mr Fayed gave his own in- 
terview to Mr Morgan in which he pre- 
sented his somewhat eccentric version of 
events surrounding the accident. This in- 
cluded his claim that a nurse at Pitie- 
Salpetriere had passed on to him the 
Princess of Wales’s final words and his be- 
lief that the Mercedes was deliberately 
forced off the road. 

Mr Ifcyed’s involvement in this latest turn 
of events has been described as “masave” 
and it has even been alleged that be was pre- 
sent during the interview. Since Mr Fayed 
is not only Mr Rees-Jones’s employer but 
also paid his medical and ptychiatric bills, 
some have suggested that, for the second 
time in six months, the latter has found him- 
self stitebed up, this time metaphorically. 

For the moment, the man they called 
“Dodfs shadow” is keeping a low profile. 
However, he says he will be leaving his se- 
cret hiding place in 
the near future in or- 
DERCOVER der to have a further 
s served at meeting with Judge 

duty in Ulster Stephan and inform 
the General him of his latest rec- 
Ji Northern oQections. One hopes 

lend who he takes his sungass- 

aid: ‘We had es with him. Heisgo- 

Dbs, the sort of ing to need them. 






Tim Hulse Scarred but healing: Five months after being released from hospital Trevor Rees-Jones is back at work 


TREVOR’S TONGUE 
It was widely reported Indie days 
-immediately fbffowing die accide n t 
tint Rees-Jones had lost his tongue 
hi the crash (or tongue was 
ripped out m the hotTor”, as the 
..Sup put it). Thb. of course was not 
'the case, but he did undergo a ten- 
hoar operation to rebuild his jaw 
and for a time it was feared that he 
would not make a fufl recovery 
-from the serious fecial, head and 
chest fojuries he had suffered. The 

Act that he did has much to do 

with his extremely high level of Fib* 

’ ness. As one former army friend 
puts Jt, "Trevor Is as strong as an 
ox”. According to bis fediep^n-faw, 
he is “a very fit lad”. 

TREVOR'S DOUBLE LIFE 
The extent of Reas-Jonesls former 
anonymity is illustrated by the feet that 
only his closest relatives knew what his 
job was. Team-maces at his focal rugby 
dub in Oswestry thought he worked for 
a London security firm and had no idea 
that he jetted around the world as Dodi 
Fayed's minder. “God knows how he 
-.could have worked with Princess Di 
then not let on,” one of them comment- 
ed. Rees-Jones was considered to be the 
life and soul of the parry at Oswestry 
Rugby Cub. but he never talked about 
. his job. ‘Trevor is a very confidential 
guy.” says one of his friends. 

ME AND MRS REES-JONES 
Rees-Jones was simply Trevor Rees 
until 1995 when he married his 
wife. Sue, and added her surname 
to his. The pair had met during 
their time at FHzalan School in Os- 
westry. Mrs Rees-Jones was once a 
buyer for Harrods and now runs a 
kitchen and gift shop in the town. 
By last June the marriage had hit a 
rocky patch. Rees-Jones^ wife had 
asked him for a quickie divorce and 
he had moved out of their luxury 
home in Whi tting ton, Shropshire. 
Nevertheless, his write immediately 
flew out to be at his bedside after 
hearing news of the crash. She told 
reporters, “I’m very fond of Trevor 
and will give him my full emotion- 
al, moral and any other support I 
possibly can during his recovery 
from his awful injuries.** Ironically, 
surgeons used photographs from 
Rees-Jones^ wedding as a grade 
when they were rebuilding his face. 


Gifts for godchildren 
in Princess’s will 


Ireland mourns comic talent as 
‘Father Ted’ actor dies, aged 45 


By Kate Whtson-Smyth 


THE PRINCESS of Wales's will 
- posthumously altered to en- 
sure that her 17 godchildren and 
her former butler benefit - is ex- 
pected to be published today. 

The change to her will, made 
after she died in a car crash in 
Paris, will ensure that the but- 
ler, Paul BurrelL whom she de- 
scribed as her -rock", is among 
the beneficiaries of her £21 ra es- 
tate. 

The posthumous amend- 
ment will also mean ihat her 
sons. Princes William and Har- 
ry. can inherit their share hefore 
they are 25. 

The original will was made 
in June 1993 and was not 
changed when she and the 
Prince of Wales divorced three 
years later. She had left her es- 
tate to be divided between her 
sons equally, with oo account 
taken of the fact that Prince 
William wifi inherit the throne. 

Last December, however, 
solicitors acting for the execu- 
tors and Princes William and 
Harry obtained a court order to 
vary the will, and a posthumous 
amendment was added to the 


original document to reflect 
the Princess's love for her god- 
children. 

A spokeswoman for the Law 
Society said posthumous 
changes to a will were not un- 
common. “It happens quite of- 
ten and as long as all the 
beneficiaries agree with the 
changes then it can be done.” 
she explained. 

“It sometimes happens 
when, for example, the children 
of someone who has died want 
to give something to someone 
who was very close to the de- 
ceased but who was not men- 
tioned in the wilL" 

It is thought that three-quar- 
ters of the Princess’s estate will 
go to her sons. Prince William, 
15, and Prince Ham, 13, will 
also receive ihc stake in 
Spencer House in London, 
which their mother shared with 
her sisters Lady Sarah Mc- 
Corquodale and Lady Jane Fel- 
knves, her brother Earl Spencer, 
and a group of trustees. 

The ISth century house, 
which ov erlooks Green Park, is 
now a museum and art gallery, 
and Is also used as a banquet- 
ing suite. 


Each ooe of her godchildren, 
aged between two and 16. will 
be able to choose a personal 
item wbich had belong^! to the 
Princess. 

Her godchildren come from 
a variety of backgrounds and in- 
clude the children of friends 
such as Dominic Lawson and his 
wife Rosa Monckton and roy- 
alty such as Prince Philippes, the 
1 1 -year-old son of ex-IGng Con- 
stantine of Greece. 

Mr Buneil is expected to re- 
ceive £50,000 made at the be- 
quest of the Spencer family. 

The bulk of her estate comes 
from the Princess's divorce set- 
tlement, with the remainder 
from investments and her per- 
sonal fortune. 

The will will be available 
from the Principal Registry of 
the Family Division at Somer- 
set House in London for 75p - 
or for £2 by post -and demand 
is expected to be huge. 

The Princess's most senior 
aide, Michael Gihbens, said 
yesterday that her sons would 
be “very distressed” by an attack 
on the Princess by the rock star 
Noel Gallagher. 

In an interview with a local 


paper in Australia, where Oa- 
sis are on tour, Gallagher said: 
“So she died in a car crash, big 
deal” 

Using a flurry of obscenities 
when referring to the national 
outpouring of grief, the Oasis 
star is reported to have said: 
“Eat ••••ing British house- 
wives are a pathetic bunch of 
****ere, do you know what I 
mean? 

“Half the people there prob- 
ably wouldn’t visit their grand- 
mother's grave ... then they go 
and throw flowers ai some cof- 
fin 'of some bird they’ve never 
met because she’d done some 
wort for charily. 

“I wasn't interested in any- 
thing she'd done for charity - 
or her personal life. So she died 
in a car crash. Big ****ing 
deal. It didn't affect me. I real- 
ly couldn't give a s* * t at the end 
of the day.” 

Mr Gib be ns said: “This sort 
of statement can only be in- 
credibly distressing to members 
of her family and particularly to 
the two boys. 

“I expect to be approacbed 
by many devastated people over 
this . It’s a ppalling .” 


By Alan Murdoch 


THE Irish comedian and actor 
Dermot Morgan who died ai 
the weekend was best-known in 
Britain for his portrayal of Fa- 
ther Ted in the eponymous, 
surreal Channel 4 comedy 
about three wayward priests 
banished to a bleak island. 

Morgan, 45, collapsed at a 
dinne r party at his London 
home oo Saturday night. He 
died shortly afterwards from a 
suspected heart attack. 

His earlier work in his own 
country arguably touched even 
greater heights, winning him 
mass public aedaim as Ireland’s 
most subversive wit, but also 
eventual disapproval from faint- 
hearted media management. 

In Ireland many felt Father 
Ted sometimes reflected a 
sharper mirror-image of to- 
day's Catholic Church than the 
rosier Balfykissangel. 

Ted Crflly was by turns 
devious, cunning and disingen- 
uous. Echoing the sex and 
embezzlement scandal involving 
the Bishop of Galway Earn on 
Casey, be was once reminded 
by fellow Craggy Island exfle 
Father Dougal that parish funds 
had been traced back to 



Dermot Morgan: ‘A prince’ 

his personal bank account. 

Dougal : You took the 
money, Tfed ' 

Tfed : It wasn’t like that. 

Dougal : It was in your 
account 

Ted : It was only resting 
there. 

But despite the success of the 
programme, Morgan had re- 
cently admitted that he was 
Looking forward to taking off the 
dog collar and possibly return- 
ing to the comedy circuit. . 

T wanted to get out of the 
dog coDax because IVe been do- 
ing priests for some time now. 
And 1 didn't want to be a Clive 
Dunn and do Grandad for the 


rest of my life,” he said in an in- 
terview days before he died. 

“Tfed's been a great door 
opener for me and Fll miss him 
and certainty working with such 
a great casL but I have to 
branch out ” 

He spoke vaguety about 
about having projects m the 
pipeline and a possible return 
to the comedy circuit. 

“There’s a great buzz about 
stand-up, IVe always loved it 
and thafs hard to turn your back 
on. But if a straight role came 
along Td never say never." 

The sitcom, which has 
turned the nnpriestly curse of 
“feck” into a common catch- 
phrase, is shown and loved in 10 
countries and numbers Steven 
Spielberg and Madonna among 
its fans. U2’s Bono requested a 
part in the series. 

Father Ted’s success was 
some consolation for the si- 
lencing of Scrap Saturday, Mor- 
gan’s hugely successful Irish 
radio satirical show, scripted 
jointly with his equally politi- 
cised collaborator Gerry 
Stembridge. 

Its finest moments came in 
the public pretensions of 
Charles J Haughey to interna- 
tional statesmanship, while 
hinting dangerously at seamy 


business links and the then- 
premier’s abundant sexual 
appetites. 

Morgan had a uncanny 
ability to get inside Haugbey’s 
head The characters private ut- 
terances to his trusty lackey, 
press secretary PJ Mara, en- 
abled Morgan to glory in 
Haughey’s every intonation and 
bilious prejudice. The character 
became part-Napoleon, part- 
Godfather, and imperious sym- 
bol of the nation. 

Morgan\Haughey would 
thus describe bK nearest neigh- 
bours to as “a nation of no- 
bodies driving around the 
Fnglkh Mi dlan ds on Sunday 
afternoons in their Austin 
Allegros”. 

And venturing into distant 
Sligo grubbing for votes, Mor- 
gan/Haughey asked “How 
come all my people look re- 
tarded, Mara?” 

The current Taoiseach, 
Bertie Ahem (himself satirised 
mercilessly by Morgan), said 
yesterday that he was deeply 
shocked by the jjerformer’s 
riwirii and called him a “Prince” 
among modem Irish comedians. 

He said “Dermot was one 
of the greatest entertainers ever 
produced by this country." 

Obituary, page 18 
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County set bring the country into town 



Time out: Countryside marchers taking a breather in Hyde Park during yesterday's mass protest 


Photograph: Peter Macdrarmid 


“I wear as much dead animal as 
I can," said Natalia Cassell, 
sporting leather boots, coat, 
gloves and white Arctic fox. 

The 25-year-old step-daugh- 
ter of Baroness MaUalieu, the 
hunt-supporting Labour peer, 
was standing on a wall at Hyde 
Park comer with the fox draped 
around her shoulders. 

“It was ray grandmother's,” 
she said, “so if I didn't wear it 
it would mean the fox's death 
had served no purpose. Gen- 
erally. people have liked it, but 
I did have a woman come up to 
me in the park and call me a 
filthy slag.” 

Ms Cassell, a member of the 
Bicester Hunt, and her friends 
were anxious to get across the 
need for fox-hunting as a nec- 
essary part of country life. 

“What about the employ- 
ment it provides?" she asked. 
“Without it, thousands of peo- 
ple's jobs would be wiped out 
overnight. There are farriers 
who earn only £7,000 a year but 
get a tied cottage. What would 
happen to them?" 

Her friend, Nick Money, a 



They came to 
campaign for their 
licence to kill. 
Steve Boggan 
followed the hunt 


dandy 26-year-old wearing a 
Bertie Wooster -style suit, cra- 
vat and python-skin shoes, 
agreed. “We are sick of being 
lectured on the countryside by 
people who know nothing 
about it.” he said. “People who 
hum are also people who care 
for and look after the country- 
side. What would happen to the 
horses, the dogs and the peo- 
ple who work for hunts?" 

It was clear, however, that 
Mr Morrey did not rely on the 
hunt for a living. When asked 
what be did, he sniggered and 
replied: “Ah, nothing really." 

All around them the 
marchers flowed like lava in 
their tens of thousands. It was 
a gathering of the most dread- 
ful old buffers and young fogeys, 
of upper class twits of the loud- 
est kind, where appalling dress 
sense was de rigeur and class- 
consciousness was compulsory. 

It was also a gathering that 
could not be ignored because 


Ministry to 
be set up for 
rural matters 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

A MINISTRY for the country- 
side is to be created by Ibny 
Blair in time for his first cabi- 
net reshuffle, expected before 
the end of July. 

But speculation that it will 
be called the Department for 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
has already been rejected by 
ministers - because ministers 
feel it smacks too much of the 
country romps described in au- 
thor Jilly Cooper’s best-selleis. 

The new ministry has been 
under consideration for some 
months, and it is not a reaction 
to yesterday’s march. 

It is expected to take in a 
number of responsibilities from 
other departments, particular- 
ly John Prescott's Department 
of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions (DETR), and 
The Independent has been told 
that Mr Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, is “relaxed" 
about an improvement in coun- 
tryside responsibilities. 

Gavin Strang, the transport 
minis ter in the DETR, touched 
on one of the areas that could 
move into the new department 
at the weekend - rural transport 
- when he said that better traf- 
fic management measures were 
needed for the countryside. 

“In the coming months." 
he said, “we want to see work 
start on a handful of local 
schemes, across the country. 
These might indude speed lim- 
its and traffic-calming features, 
parking and access controls, 
new ways of consulting local 
people, and provision for cy- 
cling, walking a nr! horse riding." 

Mr Strang also accepted die 
dependence of country- 
dwellers on their cars- lending 
weight to a campaign by rural 
Labour MPs for next month's 
Budget to provide relief for 
their constituents if Gordon 
Brown, tire Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, is planning an ad- 
ditional “green tax” on petroL 

Dan Norris, Labour MP for 
Wrasdyke, told BBCl's On the 
Record programme yesterday. 
"I hope the Government - 
when they are thinking about 
green taxes -just recognise the 
particular needs of the coun- 
tryside, because any sort of 
across-the-board taxation that 
tries to deal with the problem 
without taking into account 
the particular needs of rural 
communities will be very un- 
welcome, and very unjust.” 

Michael Meacher, the envi- 
ronment minister and the only 
minister to join the countryside 
march, told LWTs Jonathan 
Dimhleby programme yesterday 
that ministers would listen to 
and learn from the evident 
concerns of country people. 

He also said that he was 
looking for “conciliation" on 
any legislation that might be in- 
troduced against fox-hunting. 

There were “particular is- 
sues” about hunting (hat could 
be changed, but Mr Meacher 
added: “I accept the point 
that it is a conservation issue. 
If you were to ban fox-hunting, 
you've still got to cull foxes. 
They do a fearful lot of dam- 
age to livestock and in other 
ways, so it’s a genuine conser- 
vation issue in the countryside. 

I accept that." 

William Hague, the Con- 
servative leader, who was also 
on the march - as was Paddy 
Ashdown of the Liberal De- 
mocrats - said that ministeis 
should carry out more U-turns 
following last week’s an- 
nouncements on greenfield de- 
velopment and the right to 
roam. 

“We are having a debate 
about all this on Tuesday in the 
House of Commons,” he said. 
“I hope the Government wfll be 
able to announce then that 
they can take more notice of 
people on Ihe march.” 
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of its sheer size and conviction. 
And it was an occasion that will 
stay in the memory for its 
peacefulness and warm atmos- 
phere. There was something 
mildly amusing about country 
folk taking their litter home 
with them. 

Brass and pipe hands led die 
masses through Piccadilly and 
past supporters on tbe bal- 
conies of tbe most exclusive 
clubs. Huntsmen blew into their 
hems, eliciting huge cheers 
from their followers. 

Huntspcople and fanners 
and countryside employees 
from Scotland, Northern Ire- 
land. Wales and England 
streamed along the route for 
five hours. And all the lime, 
only a handful of anti-hunt 
proicsters dared shout at them. 

Others, however, had a 
cheekier idea. They hijacked the 
frequency on which the Coun- 
tryside Alliance’s "March FM” 
was broadcasting for the day 
and drowned out the signal with 
their own in many parts of 
London. 

Calling themselves the Hunt 
Saboteurs Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. the hijackers replaced 
the pro-hunting station with 
music from a DJ who, in the 
best traditions of the country- 
side. shouted: “Fuck off our 
land. Now/” 
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Whisky, s' 

wellies and 
3 rural | 
invasion - 
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THE Highland Park whisky 
flashing mio the plastic beaker 
and across my hand was an ear- 
lh ? 1 Biswas no onfinaiy 
coach tnp. j n an “Up forthe 
Lu P mood an unpretentious 
w>mcr of rural England was 
coming to town with a message. 

The farmer’s wife dispens- 
ing the scotch had been on a 
march before. “1 went on an Al- 
dennaston march in the early 

Sixties. I got a dip round the ear 

from my father and IVe never 
been on a march since,” said 
Wendy Clulow. With their daily 
farm taking a hammering as 

milk prices fall and fell the one- 
time teenager disarm er decid- 
ed it was lime to protest a gain 

For the 54 folk on the coach, 
this rural rising had begun at 
Sam in a yard near Leek, in 
Staffordshire. For farmers, the 
day had begun a few hours ear- 
lier, tending stock and often 
handing over to a labourer 
brought in for the day. 

Mick Heath of the village of 
Heaton, had to help a cow 
give birth to a calf in the earfy 
hours. He reckoned it had cost 
him at least £100 to get away for 
the march, a tidy sum when you 
are fanning at a loss. 

The passengers were a cross 
section of rural Staffordshire, in- 
cluding staff from the Leek 
livestock market The hunting 
set was barely represented on 
our NFU -organised coach - 
though we passed a score with 
hunt posters on the motorway 
-but their cause is keenly sup- 
ported. One of the banners 
which m 06 t delighted the Leek 
group read “Eal British Lamb 
- 50.000 foxes can't be wrong.” 
For Nefl Perkins, 26, a me- 
chanic travelling with his wife, 


the weather would have been 
just right for a deducting, tfc 
would have been doing a hit of 
pest control, footing, crows 
and magpies. Iifa» mner of his 
fellow passengers Nefl believes 
that if hunting with hounds was 


pie wouki torn on shooting nol 

But for all the serious mes- 
sage they were bringing to town 
- Nefl cannot afford to boy a 
bouse in his. home village be- 
cause outsiders have pushed up 
paces — the mood on the bus 
was buoyant, with banter and 
occasional boos, in full flow. 

The scale of the invasion 
started to dawn as we reached 
west London. Buses were back- 
ed up at junctions and hundreds 
of marchers were queuing for 
tickets at Shepherds Bush and 
White City tube stations. 

Cultures were dashing On 
the Central line, smartly casu- 
al Londoners eyed their coun- 
try cousins with curiosity but 
wisely hid any amusement over 
the Wellington boots and flat 
caps. Despite the media cliches, 
the Barber jacket is not uniform 
country wear and when a farm er 
wears one it is a worked -m, 
lived-in sort of thing, unlike its 
urban owned counterpart 

“Bloody hell it’s Eke Alton 
Tbwers,” was the booming re- 
action of one of our party gaw- 
ping up the escalator at HoJboni 
station. We shuffled into the 
moving mass near the Tbxnple 
and moved on to the Embank- 
ment Around 3pm a marshal 
announced it was only 400 yards 
to go to the start of the march 
and hours more to Hyde. Park. 

Goodness knows when they 
got back to the coach and those 
bottles of scotch that one hard- 
pressed hill farmer had stashed 
on the luggage rack. 
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Country folk rally 
to defence of their 
rural traditions 

Steve Boggan hears the marchers’ point of view 



Baddy Sweeneys 77, from 
North Yorkshire 

“I am not afraid to speak up 
for hunting despite die fact 
that all try life my job [as a 
vet] has been to treat and 
cure animals. If hunting were 
banned, I believe faxes would 
be extinct within 100 years. 
At least the hunts have an in- 
terest In trying to preserve 
them and their environment.” 


Maureen Burgess, of 
Childrey, Oxfordshire 

“People don’t think of the ef- 
fects of a hunting ban. My 
daughter runs a small feed 
company of five people. If 
there is no more hunt, they 
would go out of business. Five 
more unemployed people in a 
small community can have a 
serious impact." 


Nigel Murch, 48, from 
Ramsbury, Wiltshire 

“Surely this is all about per- 
sonal liberty and freedom of 
choice. I do not hunt but 1 
would defend the rights of 
people who do want to. 

“I voted Labour at the 
election and now I'm begin- 
ning to wonder whether that 
was a mistake." 




Lucy McMillan-Scott, 24, 
from London 

“I am not pro-hunting but I 
believe In people's freedom to 
choose what they da 
“It seems to me that this 
is about a bunch of city peo- 
ple telling country people ■ 
what they should and should 
not do. That doesn't seem 
fair to me.” 


Fur point: A countryside supporter spor tin g a dead wild cat from Scotland while 
marching to Hyde Park in London yesterday Photograph: Brian Harris 


John Biron, 40, farmer 
from East Sussex 

“I used to be a beef farmer 
but l had id switch to sheep 
because of the BSE fiasco 
Now Pm even worried about 
that. I hunt and feel that 
Michael Foster's Bill would be 
disastrous for the country- 
side. Fox-hunting is the most 
sustainable way of limiting 
their numbers.” 


Margaret Tabor, 78, 
farmer from Essex 

“Our farm as been .in my late 
husband's family for over 400 
years. During the whole time, 
there has been hunting as a 
way of life -and part of that is 
a way of conserving the coun- 
tryside. I fear that if hunting 
gpes, shooting will go next, 
and then the countryside will 
be without its sports.” 
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Hepatitis fears grow at clinic 




By Ian Burrell 

HEALTH officials have now 
confirmed eight cases of ibe po- 
tentially deadly hepatitis B 
virus among alternative medi- 
cine patients who were treated 
with a Fashionable but contro- 
versial form of acupuncture. 

A further 80 patients who 
are all known to have had the 
treatment, known as 

haemotherapy, at the critical, 
period are being asked to sub- 
m it blood samples for analysis. 
The blood will be sent to the 
Public Health Laboratory Ser- 


vice in London which will over- 
see the testing. 

The Independent revealed 
last month that an urgent in- 
vestigation had begun when 
three patients were found to 
have contracted hepatitis B af- 
ter attending an alternative 
medicine clinic in north Lon- 
don. The patients had under- 
gone haemotherapy. which 
invokes the patient's blood 
being extracted and then re-in- 
jected in a saline mixture 
through a hole caused by an 
acupuncture needle. 

The Finchley Alternative 


Medical Centre, which is at the 
centre of the scare, has agreed 
to stop the treatment after be- 
ing visited by officials from the 
Health and Safety Executive. 

Officials from the Barnet 
Health Authority, north Lon- 
don. last week wrote to the 80 
at-risk patients, who live in 26 
different health authority ar- 
eas across Britain. All the pa- 
tients. who will be contacted 
via their GFs, will be sent in- 
formation about hepatitis B, a 
virus strain which causes a 
potentially fatal infection of the 
liver and has a fatality rate of 


between 6 and 20 per cent, 
compared with 1-2 per cent for 
Hepatitis A. Although the pa- 
tients may not be showing any 
symptoms, the virus can have 
an incubation period of more 
than 100 days. 

Many of the patients at- 
tending the clinic were seeking 
a cure for allergies. One Lon- 
don man, who is now in a 
Hertfordshire hospital suffer- 
ing from hepatitis B, was hop- 
ing to be rid of a condition 
which caused his tongue to 
swell, restricting his breathing. 
The man's family said he was 


now concerned that he may 
have been put at risk of con- 
tracting the HIV virus. 

Other infected patients live 
in Birmingham. Oxford and 
Derbyshire. 

A spokeswoman for Barnet 
Health Authority, said that ev- 
idence collected so far indicat- 
ed that patients did not need to 
be tested for HIV. But she 
added: “However, we cannot 
rule that out absolutely. It 
might well be an issue they want 
to discuss with their GE” 

The spokeswoman said that 
officials were not expecting 


the results of (he Hood tests to 
be ready for several weeks. 
Meanwhile, the practitioner at 
the centre of the hepatitis B 
scare. Dr Madhusudan Sbiv- 
adiknr, has tested negative for 
the vires. A founder member of 
the Commonwealth Institute of 
Acupuncture and Natural 

Medicine and a former hospi- 
tal doctor, he is co-operating 
Fully with the inquiry. 

-Lots of people are ill I 
think its an epidemic,” he said 
last week. However, he said that 
the health authority had asked 
him not to discuss the matter. 



I Winter sports; Children pulling toboggans up a ft ill on Town Moor in Newcastle upon Tyne yesterday, with their parents following ready to 
make the most of a snowfall, revealed after early-morning fog lifted Photograph: Stuart Outterside 

Why science is going down the Tube 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

TRAV ELLER S on the London 
Underground will probably 
look more confused than ever 
from today. After the success of 
Poems on the Underground, a 
new poster series is aiming to 
prompt commuters into doing 
something they are usually re- 
luctant to do on a train: think. 

The series of four posters on 
4,000 advertising sites will each 
pose a scientific problem to 
think about -such as, will a snow- 
man melt more or less quickly 
if you put a coat on it? * 

But the new programme, 
which will continue with new 
sets of puzzles over the next two 
years, is only an indication of 
the way that science is gaining 
a growing audience among the 
public. 

Next week sees the launch 
of Tomorrow's World. 3 glossy 
magazine which buQds on the 
BBC TV series, first transmit- 
ted more than 30 years ago. 

-It will appeal to a broad 
cross -sect km of both men and 



women aged 15 to 54 who are 
fascinated by the universe and 
our impact on it," said Stuart ' 
Snaith, publishing director for 
the magazine. 

Certainly, the indication is 
that the interest is there: L3 mil- 
lion viewers watch Tomorrow's 
World or Horizon, 3.9 million 
people pick out science and 
technology stories in newspa- 
pers and magazines, and the 
BBC Tomorrow's World exhibi- 
tion last month at the Birm- 
ingham NEC attracted 44,000 
visitors over its five days. 

The posters on the London 
Underground are being spon- 
sored by the drugs company 


Glaxo Wellcome, the Institute 
of Physics, and Copus, the 
Committee on the Public Un- 
derstanding of Science - which 
has in the past found that while 
people are eager to read about 
science, their understanding of 
it, and ability to apply its prin- 
ciples, can be woefully lacking. 

A recent Copus survey 
found that a significant per- 
centages of people believe that 
radioactivity can be removed 
from water by boiling (it can't; 
only time can do that) and that 
humans lived alongside di- 
nosaurs (they are separate by 
at least 60 million years). 

However, the Underground 


posters may make a difference. 
Instead of offering a passive 
question-and-answer format. 
they will leave the answer un- 


Food for thought: One of 

the posters that will be 

apppearing Underground 

specified, giving instead the 
dues that people need to reach 
a conclusion - with the provi- 
so that “it depends™" because 

in science, few issues are as 
dear-cut as people would like. 

* The key issues are air temper- 
ature and insulation. To reach 
your answer, ask yourself - what 
would make the snowman melt 
faster. '• Does putting a coat on it 
have that effect? 


Leylandi 

cancer 

hope 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


NEIGHBOURS figlu protract- 
ed court battles over it, spend- 
ing thousands of pounds in l egal 
arguments about their light. It 
can grow by three feel a year and 
reach 60ft before stopping. 

However, scientists in Man- 
chester think it may he time to 
start being nice about leylandi, 
the fast-growing cypress plant 
widely blamed for bl ig hting 
properties and blocking light 
For they think the plant may 
contain a cure for cancer. 

Dr Nick Lawrence at the 
chemistry department of the 
University of Manchester’s In- 
stitute of Science and Itch ool- 
ogy (Umist). has already carried 
out preliminary tests which show 
that in test-tubes, extracts from 
the plant can kill off cancer cells. 

Now he needs more samples 
to find out exactly what the com- 
pound is, and whether it might 
have therapeutic properties 
which could be exploited for fu- 
ture disease treatments. 

However, the last thing he 
wants is for every embittered 
householder glowering in ley- 
fandi shadow to hack il down and 
send it to him. Not yet, anyway. 

“Yes, this is the plant that 
neighbours fight wars over,” he 
said. “Our early tests using 
about a kilogram of plants gave 
interes ting results. But we ran 
out of materials, so we've been 
looking for more.” 

In the tests, the plants are 
crushed and the extracted juices 
applied to cell cultures to see 
what effects they have. A uni- 
versity worker spent the week- 
end collecting 10kg of leylandi. 
“If the extract has value as a can- 
cer treatment, then we would 
need tons of it," Dr Lawrence 
said. The answer should emerge 
in the next six months. 


Rory Maclean 

FROM THE AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF STALIN'S NOSE 
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By Steve Boggan 


Woman not done: Louise Hayman, The Independent’s in-house lawyer, dressing to please herself 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Female lawyers told dress holds you back 


By Glenda Cooper 

So:«l Affairs Correspondent 

FOR ANY any women won- 
dering why they haw not got 
to the top of the legal profes- 
sions, at last there may be an 
answer it could have been that 
cardigan you once wore. 

Despite the fact lhal in the 
last few weeks both the Lord 
Chancellor and the Attorney- 
General have faced accusa- 
tions of operating "old boy 
networks", the Solicitors’ Ex- 
hibition sponsored by the Law 
Satiety Gaztuc has come to the 
conclusion that the real prob- 
lem that holds women hack in 
the law is the way they dress. 
This comes just days after a 
landmark case in which a 
judge was found guilty of sex- 
ually harassing his pupil. 

While women make up 
more chan half of all admissions 
into the legal profession, they 


are 30 per cent less likely to get 
to the top, according to a recent 
survey, "hie Law Society’s Re- 
search and Policy Planning 
Unit reports Lhal since 1987 the 
number of female admissions 
has risen by lUOper cent com- 
pared with only 59 per cent 
amongst men. Yet of solicitors 
who have been in practice for 
betweenlO andJ9years and are 


now partners. 87 per cent are 
men and 63 per cent women. 

“We believe that visual im- 
agery has a major influence on 
professional acceptance," said 
Nigel Stevens of Nationwide Ex- 
hibitions. “Producing a credible 
imagery from the female 
wardrobe is an important issue." 

To help with that “credible 
imagery", Mr Stevens has 


produced a list courtesy oE im- 
age consultants The House of 
Colour. Women should avoid 
open necks, perfume, dangly 
jewellery, cardigans, double 
pierced ears and bare legs. 
They should always wear make 
up and never let undied hair 
roots show. 

However, according to 
Mary-Ann Stephenson of the 


Fawcett Society, “It's distract- 
ing attention from what's real- 
ly holding women back. The 
problems women solicitors have 
are because of discriminatory at- 
titudes ... Women should not 
have to feel they are to blame.'’ 
Last week a judge was found 
guilty of sexually harassing a 
woman trainee barrister in a 
landmar k ruling. It is the first 


‘What is so evil about a shortish skirt?’ 


NOW AT last I have been told where I have 
been going wrong all these years: why crim- 
inals have turned up their noses at my le- 
gal services and business clients bare 
spumed me for the more familiar arms of 
crumpkd-suiteddiaps.lt is tbe way 1 dress. 

Organisers of tire “Solicitors" exhibi- 
tion opening tomorrow at tire National Ex- 
hibition Centre in Birmingham have 
come op a truly depressing photograph of 
the ideal for us to work towards. What is 


so evil about shortish skirts or cardigans? 

Most top-dass women solicitors I have 
come across have succeeded without any 
consideration for dress conventions. A brfl- 
fiant, fnllblazmg partner ata top CSty firm 
was tbe unidentified subject of a man- 
agement memo one summer. It denounced 
a woman who had been sighted in the cor- 
ridors “half dressed”. Eager searchers 
eventually detmnesced with the discovery 
of tbe corporate lawyer, bare-legged. 


Some people - men - will always find 
th reatening any woman who dresses in her 
own style and speaks her own mind. If 
what they want is Dolly the Clone, sitting 
in a formula soft, then they will get bovme 
passivity and sheepish advice. 

I strive lor Fnnky hot Neat I can do this 
as I work in tbe woman- and individual- 
ist-friendly media industries. Ont there they 
still bum t%htless women at the stake. 

— Louise Hayman, Independent" lawyer 


tone a fooaJe pupD has brought 
such a charge. Senior barrister 
and part-time recorder Christo- 
pher Sutton-Mattocks, 46, was 
brought before the Bar’s disti- 
plinaiy tribunal and fined £500 
for persistently harassing Gaire 
Kavanaugfa, 25. at his London 
chambers. 

The week before Josephine 
Hayes announced she was su- 
ing the Attorney-General John 
Morris over claims of sex dis- 
crimination. And two weeks 
earlier the Lord Chancellor 
was accused of operating an 
illegal old boys’ network by so- 
licitor Jane Coker. 

“Yes, we agree men should 
be changing their attitudes,” 
said Christine Windsor of the 
House of Colour. “But ... 
women can control how they 
present themselves and every- 
one makes judgements on the 
person. That’s just the way it 
happens." 


THE Saudi Arabian royal fam- 
ily has taken personal control 
over tiie fates of two British 
nurses feeing murder charges so 
it can avoid losing face while al- 
lowing them tore turn home. 

Lawyers for Lucille 
McLauchlan and Deborah Par- 
ry expect tirewomen to be freed 
“very soon” as a result of moves 
that will aflow a hw nflrHtnrian in- 
tervention by KingFahd. 

77ze Independent has learned 
that responabDity for the case 
against the women was taken 
away from the court of cassation. 
three weeks ago and handed over 
to the ministry of tbe interior, 
beaded by the long's brother. 
Prince Naif bin Abdul-Aaz. 

He wQl make a recommen- 
dation to King fthd which is ex- 
pected, to be favourable. 
Because tbe prisoners are 
women, because no other Saud- 
is were involved in the case and 
because the matter is diplo- 
matically sensitive, it is under- 
stood that the prince’s 
recommendation will be for 
the women’s sentences to be 
fixed at about the amount of 
time they have already served. 

They are accused of mur- 
dering Yvonne Gilford, 55, an 
Australian colleague, at the 
King Fhhd Military Medical 
Centre in Dammam in De- 
cember 1996. They have always 
protested their innocence. The 
court found Ms McLauchlan. 
32, guilty and sentenced her to 
eight years in prison and 500 
lashes but no verdict has yet 
been passed on Ms Parry, 40. 
Under Saudi law, they could 
have been beheaded. 

Responsibility for the case 
passed to the ministry of the in- 
terior because Ms Gilford’s 
brother, Frank Gilford, signed 


a death penalty waiver on the 
promise of £730,000 in “blood 
■ money”. That took the matter 
away from the private domain 

of the familie s involved and into 

the public domain of the Sau- 
di administration. 

“That meant the case was 
passed to the ministry and it is 
being considered before a rec- 
ommendation will be made to 
the highest authorities," said 
Salah al-Hejailan, the nurses' 
lawyer in Saadi Arabia. 

“Tbe maximum penalty the 
ministry could recommend 
would be five years but in this 
case it will be much less. I un- 
derstand that because of tbe un- 
usnal circumstances of tbe case, 
because they are women, be- 
cause Miss Party is unwell and 
because no Saudis were in- 
volved, the sentence on both 
will be around one year. They 
will be going home very sown.” 

On Saturday. Grant Ferrie, 
who married Ms McLauchlan 
in prison last year, and 
Jonathan Ashbce. brother-in- 
law of Miss Party, flew to Sau- 
di. Last night, the women's 
families and British lawyers 
said they had heard nothing 
about them being sent home. 

As reported in the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday, the ex- 
pected conclusion of the affair 
has been achieved without pay- 
ing the blood money to Mr Gil- 
ford. Mr Hejailan has refused 
to authorise its release, arguing 
that the amount js too high. Mr 
Gilford has offered to donate 
much of it to the building of a 
hospital department in his sis- 
ter's name and expects to keep 
only £50,000 for himself. 

However, Mr Hejailan said 
he bad told Mr Gilford he de- 
served only half of it “I believe 
the other half should go to the 
welfare of the girls.” he said.' 


HEALTH INSURANCE. 


Could Prime Health give you 
better cover at less cost 
than your current policy? 


Call 0800 77 99 55 to find out. 
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WIN the perfect Mothers Day present 
a two night stay at.... 
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If you are stuck for Ideas for 
Mothers Day • why nor treat her 
co a luxurious two njgfit stay at 
Ragdale Hall Health Hydro, which 
is sauted in the Leicestershire 
countryside. 

Rjgdale Ha!) has something for 
everyone. Whether you want an 
active or leisurely lima a chance 
to unwind or tone up, to shed 
weight or your worries. 

It has long been associated with 
excellence in beauty treatments 
and b continually developing new 
and innovative treatments. Why 
not try the Mula-Mechod 
massage or Equilibrium which is a 
relaxing scalp neck and back 
massage. 

Apart from their delicious healthy 
cufcine Ragdale Hall aho offers a 
fully equipped gymnasium, a 
spacious studio for group 
activities and a luxurious 

swimming pool. 

We have reamed up with Ragdale 
Hall to offer a two night stay for 
two people in a Suite, this also 


includes a free massage, or 
introductory facial or 
conditioning hand treatment per 
day. 


The runner up prize is an 
overnight Relaxer Break in a 
Superior Room which includes a 
back and shoulder massage or 
facial. 

To enter this competition simpty 
dial the number below answer 
the following question on line 
and leave your name, fun address 
and contact number: 

Q; One of the therapies at 
Ragdale Hall involves 
placing needles into the 
skin at pressure points 
around tbe body - name 
this style of therapy. 

Call 0930 563815 

For further information an Ragdale 
HaB please caB 01 664 434831 
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Mowlam stresses urgency 
of Ulster referendum 

Mo Mowlam. Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, yes- 
terday stressed the urgent need to put a settlement to the 
people of Northern Ireland before the province’s volatile 
marching season gets under way. 

She insisted the peace talks were on track for a 7 May 
referendum, although she conceded “a slight delay" was pos- 
sible. “But further down the road we have the parades and 
1 don’t think anybody would want to hold a referendum dur- 
ing the marching season,” she told the BBC’s On the Record 
programme. “It is a tight timetable. But we are working very 
hard to get the legislation together and the electoral machinery 
up and running." Ms Mowlam added that she believed “real 
progress" had been made in the talks over the past week. 

Super-teachers for schools 

The Government yesterday unveiled details of its 
proposals for a new grade of “super-teacher", which could 
attract salaries up to £40,000. 

Advanced Skills Teachers would be tbe best in their 
profession, and the new grade would allow them to remain 
in the classroom, rather than switch to management in 
search of higher pay. David Blunkett, Secretary of Stale for 
Education, also intends AST teachers to spend at least a day 
a week in other schools, helping to spread their expertise. 
But the plan sparked a row with the teaching uoions. who 
said it cut across salary differentials, and would create 
“divisions" in schools. 

Hillsborough families’ war 

Families of the Hillsborough Stadium disaster victims last 
night declared political war on the Government. 

Members of the family support group, set up in the 
wake uf the 1989 tragedy in which 96 Liverpool fans died, 
met at the club's Anfield ground for the first time since 
the Home Secretary Jack Straw ruled out a fresh inquiry. 

Merseyside MPs will be the first to be targeted, with 
each being asked to sign a pledge of support and if 
necessary resign the Labour whip. 

Schoolgirls in boxing ring 

A controversial boxing match between two schoolgirls, 
postponed from last year because of adverse publicity, is 
set to go ahead this week under a veil of secrecy. 

The Amateur Boxing Association is believed to have 
imposed a press blackout before the contest between 13- 
year-olds Andrea Prime, from Leicester and Emma 
Brammer in Stokc-on-Trent on Tliesday. 

Sacked major to appeal 

A top soldier who accused the Army of being sexist, racist 
and snobbish said yesterday that he will “almost certainly" 
appeal against his discharge. Major Eric Joyce, 36, attacked 
his sacking as the most “spectacularly constructive dismissal 
this century. Bul recent developments he said were only h a 
temporary set back” and could not stop progress within the 
Armed Forces. 


A Personal Loan 
of £3,000 for just 
£84.58 a month 


AmCLnr.: APB.. 


Ksort/frTGrt c-vtr 

48 months 


r’Epiyme'nt oy-i-r 

24 months 


£3,000 

16.9% 

£84.58 

Total repayment £4,059.84 

£146.48 

Total repayment £3,515.52 

£5,000 

15.9% 

£138.76 

Total repayment £6,660.48 

£242.06 

Total repayment £5,809.44 

£10,000 

14.9% 

1 

£479.98 

Total repayment £11.519.52 


With a new Personal Loan from Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services, you can have the money you need 
for an affordable monthly repayment.. And because our 
rates are fixed for the period of your loan, your 
repayments are guaranteed to remain the same. 

You may apply to borrow any amount from £500 
up to £10,000 as an unsecured Personal Loan and 
choose to repay your borrowing over 12 to 84 months. 

There are absolutely no administration charges or 
arrangement fees and Marks & Spencer Account Card 
customers arc eligible for a further 1% APR discount 
on our advertised interest rates. 


And, of course, you can spend the money you borrow 
anywhere you wish - you don’t have to spend il at a 
Marks fr Spencer store. Lt couldn't be simpler to apply, 
just all us today on 0800 363 464. 


Cal! free to apply on 

0800 363 464 
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Hague hardens 
against the euro 


By Anthony Bevins 

P,lm:al Editor 


WILLIAM HAGUE is edging 

towards outright opposition to 
the European single currency, 
arguing that it would be a 
step towards a European 
superstate. 

Tlie Conservative leader's 
current line is that the party will 
oppose the single currency at 
the next election - effectively 
ruling out membership for an- 
other nine years under the 
Tories. 

The party has argued that 
the unknown economic conse- 
quences of membership need to 
he tested for some years before 
Britain joins up to the euro, 
while Labour is saying that it 
should be possible to form an 
economic judgement soon af- 
ter the next election. 

But the latest official lory 
shift against the currency is be- 
ing based on the argument that 
it would lead directly to a po- 
litical superstate, with a mas- 
sive loss of British political 
sovereignty - effectively 
putting a complete Tory block 
on membership. 

In u speech on the consti- 
tution last week. Mr Hague said 
in a fittfe-nolieed passage that 
he would be making a further 
speech on the '"far-reaching 
constitutional implications of 


Britain's membership of the Eu- 
ropean Union" in May. 

However, he also said; “We 
would well find ourselves some 
way down the road to a Unit- 
ed States of Europe, with all 

that entails for national sover- 
eignty and accountability." 

That view has been strong- 
ly endorsed over recent weeks 
by some of Mr Hague's senior 
Shadow Cabinet colleagues. 

Peter Lilley. the shadow 
Chancellor, said in an official 
Conservative Party press release 
lust Friday that the Government 
“have signed up to EMU [eco- 
nomic and monetary union, 
the single currency] as a polit- 
ical project to transfer more 
control over our affairs to 
Europe." 

Michael Howard, the Tory 
spokesman on foreign affairs, 
sat'd in another party press re- 
lease last Monday that “con- 
stitutional questions" about 
full political union were “at the 
heart ot this decision. They’ can- 
not he ignored". 

But the strongest line has 
been coining from John Red- 
wood, the party's trade and in- 
dusity spokesman, who recently 
had a press release repudiated 
by Mr Hague because it was of- 
fensive to the German Chan- 
cellor. Helmut Kohl. 

In another press release last 
Monday - again issued by Con- 


servative Central Office, with 
leadership approval - Mr Red- 
wood said that a single currency 
would be like taking out a 
joint bank account with the 
neighbours. 

"A single budget leads to a 
single government," he said. 
“Once you have entered into 
your joint bank account with 
your neighbours, they control 
all ofyour finances, how much 
holiday time you can have, 
whether you can work overtime 
and bow much you pay for food, 
goods and services. You have lit- 
tle control left over bow you run 
your life." 

In the end. Mr Redwood 
concluded, it would even be- 
come “pointless" to hold gen- 
eral elections. “No matter who 
you elected, they would still be 
only one voice among fifteen 
more in Brussels and your 
views would not matter very 
much. 

“Your Members of Parlia- 
ment would have no more pow- 
er to influence your life than an 
opposition councillor on coun- 
cil with a built-in majority ," he 
said. 

The bank account image 
was pursued yesterday by Mr 
Lilley, who told AJastair Stew- 
art on GMTV s Sunday Pro- 
gramme: “We don't want to 
merge our bank accounts with 
our partners." 



Talking plans: Former prime minister John Major told Sr David Frost on television yesterday that he was ready *to speak my mind* in the Commons 

Major prefers bench in Commons to seat on the board 


By Anthony Bevins 


JOHN MAJOR has turned 
down more than a dozen offers 
of company directorships 
since be left No 10. 

The former prime minister 
said on BBCl*s Frost on Sun- 
day interview that he was hop- 
ing to accept one or two offers 


“because they are of great in- 
terest that will take a very 
small amount or my timeT. But 
he added that as MP for Hunt- 
ingdon, “1 intend to play a full 
part in the House of Dromons 
... 1 have turned down a num- 
ber of- 1 think about 15-non- 
executive directorships.** 

Mr Mqor said: “I thought 


a period of silence after the 
election was both prudent and 
necessary, but I now propose 
to speak my mind whenever I 
feel the need to do so in the 
House of Commons.** 

He said he expected he 
would stand at the nest election, 
but added: M I haven’t definite- 
ly decided that I will do so." But 


he ruled out any possibility of 
returning to office. “1 don't 
think ftn going to get back into 
government again,** be said. 

Mr Major said Ibny Blau- 
had made fundamental errors 
on the economy. “What we 
have now seen is that because 
of those tax changes, because 
of (he five interest rate-rises we 


have had, you now have an ex- 
traordinarily high rate of ex- 
change for the pound sterling 
that is beginning to cause real 
pain for manufacturing iudus- 
txyT he said. Bis view was that 
Gordon Brown, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was budding up 
a war chest of cash for pre-dec- 
tkm bribery of the voters. 







ONLY OPUS BUILDS 
IN THIS KIND OF SUPPORT. 


Buy any other PC and you can 
ex peer to pay extra For some or all 
ot these services, but not with us - 
Opus is the only PC manufacturer 
to include all these services in the 
purchase price*. We call this Value 
Added Manufacturing. 

There’s more as well; a Premiei 
Support Line charged at normal call rates 
and stalled by professional technicians. 
Dedicated network consultants and 
account managers. The list goes on. 

With this level of service included in 
the price, no wonder Opus customers 
benefit from an average 20% lower cost 
of operation. 
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Pentium 0 




I i 

I. • 

— 





A'-X/O i - r ‘ l' 



OPUS POWER HOUSE 
200M SYSTEM 

* Intel 200MHz Pentium* p r oc e s so r with 
MMX" technology * Desktop Case * PC 
'97 Certified & Year 2000 Compliant 

* 32MB fast SD RAM * 4.3GB fast 
IDE Ukra DMA HDD * 15" SVGA 
■28 Colour Monitor t * 2MB 34) 
64brt High Performance Graphics 
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ROM * MS Windows 95 
* 1 2 Months On-Site 
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Scottish parliament 
in search of a seat 


By Kate Watson Smythe 

SCOTLAND'S first parliament 
for nearly 300 years could 
spend the first two years of its 
life in Glasgow before moving 
to a permanent home in Edin- 
burgh. 

Ttenew parii^esLcqmes 
into being in 2000" after elec- 
tions next year, . but its site at 
Holyrexxf in r’Edinbil^'wiD 
not be ready until laie in 2001. 

The three buildings now 
under consideration are Stratb- 
dyde House, former home of 
the regional council in central 
Glasgow, and two other sites in 
Edinburgh the Church of Scot- 
land general assembly ball and 
the the old Royal High School 
at CaJton Hill. 

Lord Steel, the former Lib- 
eral Party leader, said the pro- 
posed buildings were 
unbecoming to the dignity of 


the new parliament "To use an 
ex-council chamber outside the 
capital and borrow premises 
from the church cannot be the 
right start and F would say that 
Mft know the limitations of the 
Cal ton HOT he said. 

George Reid, the SNP 
spokesman on constitutional af- 
fairs, said be believed Caitou 
HBi should be the temporary 
home. The church building was 
“impossible" in terms of office 
space and parking, and the 
Glasgow site was no more than 
a “sudden notion" by Donald 
Dewar, Secretary of Stale for 
Scotland. And he said the pro- 
posal to use the old council 
building “downgrades our na- 
tional legislature by linking it to 
a defunct local authority". 

A Scottish Office spokesman 
said the three temporary sites 
would all need some adaptation 
as none had enough office ac- 


commodation. The cost of the 
Strathclyde building would be 
£3m, £4m for the General As- 
sembly Hall and £5m for the old 
Royal School, most of which 
would be rental charges. Mr 
Dewar is expected to announce 
his decision by Easter. 

The situation in Wiles is sim- 
ilarly uncertain. 

With little more than a year 
lo go before the first meeting 
of the Welsh Assembly, the 
Welsh Office has yet to make 
up its znind where the assem- 
bly should be sited. 

A spokesman for the Welsh 
Office said yesterday that Ron 
Davies, the Secretary of Slate 
for Wales, was expected to 
make his decision in the next 
couple of weeks. 

"The choice is now between 
three or four sires in Cardiff and 
the Guild Hall in Swansea." the 
spokesman added. 
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Spy’s book tells MI5 


^^ewtoahome 

!^12^Jk>8*an 

MB BUGGED and tailed a 
™^TVativeMPwbo later be- 
a cabinet minister, at> 
d*ng to a potentially 
«Ploswe book by a foi ^ 

agent now lmng in Australia. 

Anthony Holland, who de- 
scnjes his woik asan MI5 and 
MI6 asseT, claims that the MP 

S* *"**1*1 because he was 
thought to be having a gay af- 

SLJff **? Lord 

Ko V m Maugham, nephew of the 
author Somerset Maugham. 

If true, his revelations will 
farther embarrass the security 
services and result in calls for 
tighter controls on their activ- 
Jties. Last year, the new Labour 
government was rocked to its 
core by the revelations of for- 
mer MI5 officer David Shayler, 
who described surveillance op- 
erations on potential “enemies 


Peter Wright: Author of 
controversial Spycatcher 

of the state” - who included 
John Lennon, several Labour 
MPs and a young Jack Straw, 
now the Home Secretary. 

In Mr Holland's book, which 
is due to be published in the 
summer by a small Melbourne- 
based publisher, he describes 
operations in the United King- 
dom, South Africa, Iran, 
Venezuela and Saudi Arabia. 
Working as a freelance agent far 
MI5 and MI6, Mr Holland, 54, 
claims his real drills as an en- 
gineer ahowed him to be placed 
in sensitive areas by the secu 
rity services. 

During one period in 1969, 
he was found a job at the RSss- 
ing uranium mine in South 
West Africa in order to find out 
whom it was supplying. He 
says be reported that it was 
feeding the Israeli nuclear pro- 
gramme. and even describes 


one meeting he had with Gen- 
eral Moshe Dayan, the Israeli 
defence minister. 

“At that time, we were well 
aware what they were up to,” Mr 

Holland dainud from hb Mel- 
bourne home. “They weren't 
supposed to be developing their 
own bomb, but we helped them 
by turning a blind eye.” 

In Britain, his most auda- 
cious operation involved gath- 
ering evidence of the MP*s 
alleged affair with Lord Maugh- 
am. He says the MP was re- 
garded as a fixture minister and 
a potential security ride, al- 
though Mr Holland suspects the 
evidence was gathered to be 
used as leverage at a later date. 
Lord Maugham, who was open- 
ly homosexual, died in 1981. 

The book, which is known 
only as “Project 21” at Geoff 
Coxon Publishing in Mel- 
bourne, describes how two ad- 
dresses in London and 
Brighton, East Sussex, were 


put under round-the-dodc sur- 
veillance. “By the time I joined 
the operation, most of the 


groundwork was done,” Mr 


Holland says in the book. 
“They [MI5) had Maugham’s 
flat bagged throughout and 
the telephone tapped, and they 
had two miniature television 


cameras wed into the ceiling 
lights in the main bedroom 


and the lounge, so we could 
watch the shew in comfort. 


The former minister denied 


the affair when approached by 


The Independent this week. 


He said be had no knowledge 


of ever having been put under 


surveillance. 


Other chapters include dor 


taHs of a spying operation that 


Mr Holland says he conducted 


on a German project to help 
Iran develop a nuclear weapon. 
Mr Holland wrote the book 


as the latest stage in a campaign 


to dear his name of a crime he 


says he did not commit. He was 
jailed in 1981 at Bradford 
Crown Court for allegedly re- 
ceiving stolen goods amounting 
to £250. He claims that he 


was framed by the security 


services. 

, Although it was his first of- 
fence, he was jailed for 12 
months. Before his term was 
over.bawever, he was freed and 
sent to a new life in Australia, 


allegedly with the compKdty of 
MI6. Mehyn Hodgson, the man 
he allegedly persuaded to steal 
for him, was found hanging in 


a prison cell in 1992. 

His case has been taken up 
by Australian politicians and is 
being examined by the Com- 


DAILY POEM 


Those old songs ... 

By Edwin Brock 

grow in the mind, 
their rhythms chiming endlessly 
with the sound offset walking 
or rain falling or being taken up 
by garden birds, me lineal a time. ■ 

Landmarks, favourite stones, 
reminders of moments 
that t mb' history makes important, 
bv hunt them dawn to immortality 

so that now they fence us in 

with the faces of the lost opportunities, 

,nui all the moons and Junes that ever were • 

jre meadow-larking above England 

This poem comes from Ambit magazine's tribute to Edwin 
Mb. died last year. Ambit 151 also wntams new po- 

oiy Gardens, London N6 5QY. • • 
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mal Cases 'Review Commis- 
sion. 

Dr Jblm Illingworth, a 
Leeds city councillor, has ex- 
amined the evidence, against 
Mr Holland and described it 
this week as “preposterous". 
He added: *T don’t believe he 
would be convicted today. It is 
difficult to Check the rest of the 

claims in the book, but those . 
that can be checked 'arp. 
accurate.” 

.. Mr Holland said: ^The only 
man who could clear me was 
MdftynJHodgson because I be- 
lieve be made a false cpnfessk^ 
Once I heard he had been 
.found hanging. I decided to 
blow the lid off these guys. 

*T still don’t know why they 
framed me, but I had been as- 
sociating with a suspected IRA 
commander and perhaps they 
thought I was going over. 

Once the bookispnbfohed, 

I know HI never be able to re- 


t rim ^ England. I just want to 
dear izty name.' 1 simply can't 
let theui win." 

Geoff Ccnon, Mr Holland’s 
piibfisher,is hoping to avoid the 
irindqf legal fight that result- 
ed m Peter Wright’s book Spy- 
catdier beaBg dragged thro ugh 
the courts. 

“If It Is published in Aus- 
trah^TOOT Official Secrets Act 
does not appty,* he said. 

are publishing in Vio 
torur-.becanse in New South 
TSfelcs tm*h isadefenne, and we 
have gone to great lengths to 
prove the veracity of Anthony's 
claims. 

“You might have a bit of dif- 
ficulty getting hover there, bar 
if it goes well, we hope to 
launch it on the American mar- 
ket next year.” 

The Home Office said it 
would not comment until it had 
seen the material. It never dis- 
cusses operational matters. 
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Anthony Holland at home in Melbourne: “1 just want to dear my name. I can’t let them win' Photograph: joe Mann 
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Cellnet Traffic Line 
tells you when 

there’s traffic ahead. 

(Sorry Damon, it only works on roads.) 


Find out how you 
can avoid 
motorway 
hold-ups 
with Cellnet's 
unique 
Traffic Line 
system in 
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New tax credit could fail poorer families 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


POOR FAMILIES will not be helped au- 
tomatically by replacing in-work benefits 
with a new system of tax credits, the Joseph 
Rowmree Foundation warns today. 

At the moment, poorly-paid workers 
with children can claim family credit from 
the Benefits Agency. The working fam- 
ilies tax credit is set to replace this with 
a tax rebate or reduction in tax liability 


administered by the Inland Revenue. But 
the biggest potential advantages will 
come only if the Government commits ex- 
tra resources to raise the minimum in- 
come of parents who work and reduce the 
rate at which benefits are withdrawn 
(known as the benefit tapers), the foun- 
dation says. 

The JRF commissioned research from 
Australia. Canada and the United States 
which shows that tax credits can bring dis- 
advantages as well as benefits to families, de- 


pending on the detail of the ir desgn and bow 
much money is spent on them. At present, 
the combined effects of income tax, national 
insurance and the benefit tapers can be to 
leave low-paid workers only 3p better off 
from every £1 of increased pay. The JRF cal- 
culates that on its own the lQp starting rate 
for income lax would do little to change this, 
with some low-paid workers still retaining 

less than 4p of every extra £1 earned. 

Id the US. Australia and Canada, max- 
imum benefits are paid at a flat rate for 


lower-earners and withdrawn relatively 
gradually. However, there is evidence in 
the US that the system creates severe dis- 
incentives to work as credit is withdrawn, 
and Canada has abolished its working in- 
come supplement scheme alter finding that 
it reduced incentives to work in twice as 
many cases as it improved them. 

Fraud is also a serious problem in the 
US. with a high proportion of claims re- 
lating for children who do not exist or are 
being claimed for more than once. The re- 


view warns that a tax credit in the United 
Kingdom might lead to collusions between 
employers and staff to reduce the level of 
declared income or companies might be 
tempted to reduce wages, because lost pay 
would be made good by the tax credit. 

“A tax credit is potentially an attractive 
way of helping needy working families be- 
cause it allows them to depend less on trans- 
fers horn the state and more on their own 
retained earnings and makes it easier for 
them to escape poverty,” said Donald 


Hirsch, advisor to the JRF. “Even so, the 
unforeseen problems with tax credits in oth- 
er countries including work disincentives 
and widespread fraud make it vital the pro- 
posed British system is carefully designed 
and that its operation is closely monitored.’* 
He added: -Evaluation should not only 
Look at the specific impact of the working 
families tax credit, but also how it inter- 
acts with other welfarc-to-work policies for 
people on low incomes, including the 
proposed national minimum wage.” 



Rantzen 
defends 
story on 
disabled 
patient 

By Andrew Buncombe 


Esther Rantzen. the television 
presenter and consumer rights 
campaigner, last night defend- 
ed a controversial programme 
after it was cri tirised by wa tch- 
dogs for being inaccurate. 

The programme, part of 
the scries The Rumzcn Report. 
was broadcast in 1996 and 
claimed that the British Home 
and Hospital for Incurables 
( BHHI), in south London was 
neglecting one of its most se- 
verely handicapped patients. 

Ms Rantzen said the pro- 
gramme, which examined the 
plight of Ian Parker, the dis- 
able patient, had resulted in his 
being moved to another es- 
tablishment Her comments 
come after it was reported that 
the Broadcasting Standards 
Commission (BSC) had said 
the programme was -inaccu- 
rate. misleading and unfair”. 

Concern about the pro- 
gramme was first raised by 
John Wire, a reporter for the 
BBC's Panorama programme, 
who wrote that the pro- 
gramme had twisted the facts. 

Ms Rantzen, who was 
cleared following an internal 
BBC inquiry into the pro- 


gramme, last night insisted 
that her investigation into the 
hospital was justified. 

“As far as I am concerned, 
I am extremely happy with the 
programme. The young man 
who was featured in it, Ian 
Parker, has now been trans- 
ferred to a different hospital 
and his health has enormous- 


ly improved,” sbe said. “That 
was the object his mother was 
intending and achieved by 
being interviewed for the pro- 
gramme.” 

“I was astonished by a re- 
port today that the BSC bad 
reached these findings be- 
cause as far as I am aware they 
have not yet been published.” 


A report in Sunday news- 
paper yesterday said the BSC 
bad ruled that Ms Rantzen and 
her team were rather less than 
meticulous. It said the pro- 
gramme had wrongly claimed 
that Mr Parker bad not been 
taken to a fete and said more 
investigation of the facts would 
have avoided the possibility of 


a misleading picture of events. 

The report also stated that 
the commission attacked the 
use of a secret camera inside 
the hospital saying it was not 
justified and the programme 
sbouJd have “researched the 
story more thoroughly”. 

A spokesman for the BBC 
said that the programme had 


contained some minor errors 
which had involved a degree of 
unfairness, but that the pro- 
gramme makers had drawn 
reasonable conclusions from 
the evidence and that their 
journalistic iolegrity was not in 
doubt: "... the fundamental 
troth of the programme was 
not challenged," he said. 


Childminders 
seek status 


By Glenda Cooper 


CHILDMINDERS are calling 
on the Government to intro- 
duce national training and qual- 
ifications as part of the 
“national childcare strategy". 

The National Childminders 
Association (NCA) will lobby 
the Government to bring »n for- 
mal training which it says will 
raise the status of childminders 
who are frequently undervalued 
in their work. 

“Far too often this is the sort 
of job people think they can do 
in between the housework.” 
says Gill Haynes, chief execu- 
tive of the NCA which has 
50.000 members. “It is not. 
Looking after children is a de- 
manding and skilled job. There 
is the underlying assumption 
that anyone who provides child- 
care is not doing a formal job 
and so doesn't need training.” 

At present, childminders are 
some of the worst-paid workers 
in Britain, with an average wage 
of £2 an hour. 

“We want to give business 
support to what is a self-em- 
ployed person running a small 
business from their home.” said 
Ms Haynes. “Childminders are 
among the worst-paid workers in 
the world. Yet childminders of- 
fer care that is individual because 
they only look after a small 
number of children. They often 
offer care that is continuous as 
well, looking after children be- 
fore they are old enough to gp 
to school and then looking after 
them before and after school. 



“Our motivation is to raise 
the status of chiidminding as a 
major provider of childcare. 
The Government must have 
training and qualifications 
Linked into national standards.” 

The NCA has helped set up 
a National Vocational Qualifi- 
cation (NVQ) in early years 
childcare. “The benefit lo parents 
s that childcare becomes tike any 
other profession with an NVQ as- 
sessment in competence, a mea- 
sure which parents can 
understand,” Ms Haynes said. 

T raining would include child 
development and learning op- 
portunities in the home. The 
NCA has also set up a number 
(^chDdminding networks with lo- 
cal authorities which not only of- 
fer quality assurance -“a sort of 
kitemark for carers" - but also 
hack-up. for example if the child - 
minders' own children are ilL 
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3 day Spanish siesta 
from £179 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday are 
giving you the opportunity to enjoy a three day 
Spanish holiday with huge savings from the 
brochure listed price. Spend three nights in ei- 
ther Barcelona or Madrid from as little as £179. 
Both cities are rich in culture and beautiful ar- 
chitecture, where a multitude of sightseeing op- 
portunities are available along with fabulous 
shopping and restaurants. 

The price indades return scheduled flights with 
British Airways, 3 nights hotel accommodation 
sharing a twin /double room on bed and break- 
fast basis at your selected hotel and a compli- 
mentary Berlitz guide book. Extra nights are 
available on request. Excludes transfers, price 
available on request. 

How to book 

Phone Partners in Travel on 01707 222444 quot- 
ing The Independent/S pansh cities offer promo- 
tion. Please have ready your 1st and 2nd choice 
of departure dates and hotel accommodation and 
your preferred departure airport Full payment 
for this promotional offer is required at time of 
booking and can be made by Switch, Delta, Con- 
nect, Access or Visa. Travel insurance is available 
at a cost of £17.16pp. All bookings will be veri- 
fied by confirmation receipt wi thin 3 working days. 
Your tour operator invoice will follow approxi- 
mately 7 days later. A binding contract between 
you and Partners in Travel wfll come into existence 
when you have verbally confirmed your payment 
details to Partners In Travel 


Accomodation 


Barcelona 

( departures from Heathrow, Gatwick, Birmingham) 

irk Hotel Adagio from £l99pp 

Well located for sightseeing, situated in a quiet street in the heart of 
the Gothic Quarter. 


Hotel Gaudi from £209pp 

Overlooking the impressive GueU Palace, in prime location just 50 me- 
tres from Las Rambles and Barcelona’s tempting shops, bars and restau- 
rants. 

irkirk Hotel Almirante from £2l9pp 

Enjoying a prime city location, the Almirante is well placed for many 
of Barcelona's main sights and a short walk from the magnificent Cathe- 
dral and port £7 sup p pppn for Mon - Thu 

Madrid 

( departures from Heathrow, Gatwick, Manchester and Glasgow) 

kirk Hotel Regina from £179 pp 

Boasting an excellent position, the Regina is within easy walking dis- 
tance of the main museums and only 100 metres from the lively Puer- 
ta del SoL 

i rkirk Hotel Riena Victoria from £229pp 
Built at the turn of the century and situated in the heart of Old Madrid 
in the Plaza Sant' Ana: the Riena Victoria is very conveniently placed 
for the Prado museum and the main shopping area and dose to many 
of Madrid’s best restaurants. £2 supp pppn for Mon - Thu arrivals 


A tale of two cities 


Barcelona 

Renowned as Europe’s most exciting city. Barcelona is a stylish, architecturally stunning , 
cosmopolitan dty that is the capital of Catalonia and a supurb destination for a short break. 
Since the 1992 Olympic Games, Barcelona has undergone a huge transformation and is a 
delight to wander round and explore. The wonderful Modernist architecture of Gaudi and 
others make every street a visual treat and in addition, there are many more places to vis- 
it than you will find in any other second dty. 

Madrid 

The capital and geographical heart of Spain, Madrid is a lively, booming dty that is ideal for 
a short break. Apart from the excellent shopping and night life, Madrid s main attraction 
is its outstanding art galleries. These indude the Prado, the Reina Sofia, together they 
make one of the finest collections in the world. The beautiful medieval dries of Toledo. 
Avila and Segovia are all within 90 minutes of Madrid 
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People’s - i 
favourite 
selected to 

fight Kohl 


.' R y Imre Karacs 

1 - m Borin 

THE MOST POPULAR politi- 
cian ip Germany was yesterday 
selected as the Soda] Democ- 
rat Party’s candidate against 
Helmut Kohl in the federal 
elections in September. 

On the eve of his party’s for- 
mal nomination, Gerhard 
Schroder, 53, prime minister of 
Lower Saxony, passed the 
penultimate electoral test with 
- flying colours. According to 
projections based on exit polls, 
his party won 47 per cent of the 
. votes in yesterday’s elections to- 
the Hanover assembly, a gam of 
nearly 3 per cent. 

It is the third time Mr 
Schroder has led the Soda! 
Democrats to victory in Ger- 
many’s fourth most populous 
Land’ each time with an im- 
proved score. In national polls, 
he is rated twice as popular as 
Chancellor Kohl. 

It would be premature to dis- 
count Mr Kohl so early in the 
race. The exit polls showed the 
Christian Democrats had also 
improved on their result of 
four years ago, scoring about 38 
per cent, up nearly 2 per cent 
For an election of sudi im- 
portance, the campaign was re- 
■- markable for its paudty of 
themes. In the shadow of Ger- 
many’s record unemployment, 
nudging 5 million this month, the 
leading candidates wanted to talk 
of but one issue: joblessness. 

Mr Schroder’s rallies were 
festooned with slogans lam- 
basting the government's poor 
record on jobs: stairways lead- 
ing to the halls where the faith- 
ful gathered were plastered 
over with graphics illustrating 
-;> the mexorabte. rise -at unapt-.. 

payment in. the 15 years of Kohl 
• ■ governments 

In his speeches, Mr Schroder 
. _ a Uacked-lhe “ la issez-faire" eco- 
nomics of Bonn, contrasting it 


with his own brand ofinterven- 
tktnisin. Earlier this year, he sank 
more than DM1 bn (£330m) of 
tax-payers’ money into a local 
steelworks, snatching & from ia 
- perfectly respectable Austrian 
suitor. It was to ensue that de- 
risions about local jobs were 
made locally, Mr Schroder ar- 
gued, and be pledged to re- 
structure the company and 
eventually re-privatiseit- 

Critics suspected a cynical 
pipy, however, motivated by 
short-term political concerns. 
“SchrSder saves jobs that aren’t 
in any way in danger,** said 
Christian Wulff, his Christian 
Democrat opponent. Bat the 
takeover appears to have served 
its purpose, polishing Mr 
SchrPder’s image as a hands-on 
manager who will go to any 
' length to keep jobs at home. 

Mr Whiff tried to counter the 
Keynesian argument by pointing 
out Lower Saxony’s high 
indebtedness and poor employ- 
ment record. But his campaign 
was on the defensive, because of 
the general feeling that Mr 
Kohl's lacklustre performance in 
Bonn was partly to blame for the 
country’s economic malaise. His 
own prescriptions he could not 
advertise, for fear of offending 
his party bosses. 

’'My position is dear,” he told 
journalise. **Wfe are doing too lit- 
tle.” When he was pinned down 
on specifics, Mr Wulff sounded 
more like his opponent than his 
mentor, Mr KohL Hie 38-year- 
aW lawyer praised They Blair and 
the Dutch employment model, 
and gritted his teeth when asked 
to appraise Mr Kohl’s economic 
achievement 

A superb organiser who re- 
built the party apparatus of his 
region after its first storming rl/s. . 
feat eight years ago, Mr Wulff 
-ha&set his sights on the Chan- 
cellery, and is set to become a' 
key player when the curtains 
finally fall on the Kohl era. 



ROME 


DIARY 



Haying to wbk John McEnroe on stage with his giatar during a tennis rock-night in Rotterdam at the weekend, in 
advance of the city’s 25th in te rna tional tournament - which starts today Photograph: Toussaint Khjfters/AFP 


Seven die as Kosovo is tom by violence 


PRISTINA ( AP) — SERBIAN 
police swept through ethnic Al- 
banian villages in the troubled 
province of Kosovo yesterday, 
after dashes at the weekend ld& 
at least seven people dead. 

Ibrahim Rugova,the leader 
of the Kosovo Albanians who 
waat to secede from Serbia, ap-. 
pealed to tire United Stares and 
the European Union to put 
pj^sureOTBe^ad&tosti^p<F; 
lice violence. . 

Mr Rugova said “urgent 


measures” were needed to pre- 
vent the Serb attacks which are 
armed at “tntirmdating and caus- 
ing panic” among the ethnic Al- 
banian majority in Kosovo. 

Al least two Serb policemen 
were killed and another two 
wounded on Saturday, when 
their patrol was ambushed near 
the village of Glogovac. 12 miles 
west ^province's capital, Pristi- 
"naL'In 'a subseqttent'acticfo the 
Serbian police said they had 
kiDed five Albanian “terrorists.’' 


The incidents represented the 
worst day of violence since the 
Kosovo Liberation Army sur- 
faced in 1996. This clandestine 
ethnic Al banian militant group 
hasdaimedresponsihilrtyfbrsev- 
eral terrorist attacks that have left 
more than 30 people dead. 

Both Serb and ethnic Al- 
banian sources claim the death 
toll from the weekend dashes 
may have been much higher, af- 
ter Serb police retaliated with he- 
licopters and armored vehicles. 


Ethnic Albanian sources said 
gunfire and explosions could stiD 
be heard yesterday around Gl- 
qgovacand in nearby Srtsca, tbe 
centre of ethnic Albanian dis- 
affection in Kosovo. 

The region is reportedly sur- 
rounded by Serb police forces 
conducting house-to-house 
searches. Tension has been high 
in Kosovo since Serbia revoked 
the province's autonomy and in- 
troduced virtual martial law in 
1989. 


Andrew Gumbel 


ALL OVER town, posters 
are appearing with the slo- 
gan “Roma si mtiovc 
meglio”, Rome is getting 
moving. It sounds an at- 
tractive prospect in this 
sclerotic city of narrow me- 
dieval alleys and impatient- 
ly honking vehicles. 

Strangely, the posters 
have coincided with a grow- 
ing sensation that you can’t 
actually move at all The 
area of Si Peter's and the 
Vatican has been dosed to 
traffic for building work, 
snarling up access to the 
entire western half of the 
city. One side of the Circus 
Maximus has been roped 
off, and die other side is so 
clogged as a result that it is 
effectively a no-go area. 

Stranger still, both the 
poster campaign and the 
roadworks are in aid of the 
same cause - the millennia] 
jubilee, during which Rome 
expects 15 to 40 million vis- 
iting pilgrims to compound 
its already advanced urban 
dysfunction. 

The theory behind the 
poster campaign is that the 
city will acquire lots of new 
road links, tunnels, car 
parks and public transport 
facilities, providing benefits 
that will far outlast the in- 
conveniences of the 
church’s Holy Year. 

The reality is that most 
of the major infrastructure 
projects have collapsed 
through incompetence, and 
the rest are so behind 
schedule that they are all 
havmg to start at the some 
time to leave even a chance 
they will be completed by 
the deadline of November 
1999. With all of Rome a 
building site, the dty's road 
users are becoming well- 
nigh murderous. 

The bus drivers have al- 
ready threatened a strike, 
and the traffic wardens 
have just gone through with 
one. Unfortunately, the 
protest method of choice Ts ' 
to organise a mass rally in 
Piazza Venezia, the hub of 


the city and one of |ls 
busiest traffic junctions, 
and bring the whole of 
Rome to on even more 
grinding hall than usual. 

Gore Vidal famously 
said he couldn't think of 
anywhere belter than 
Rome to watch the world 
end. Me. I’m stocking up 
on dried pasta and tomato 
sauce and preparing to 
hunker down for the nu- 
clear winter - hoping that 
by 2001 or so ii will be safe 
to re-emerge. 

Strapped for cash 

TWO MORE reasons to 
feel apocalyptic. One, the 
neighbourhood cosh dis- 
pensers have all decided to 
go on the blink together 
(not for the first time), and 
I only have enough cash in 
my pocket for a last thim- 
bleful of black coffee. Two. 
even when the Bancomat 
machines arc working, all 
they ever Issue are 50.0X1 
and 100.000 notes which 
are almost impossible to 
change. Try asking for a 
coffee or a kilo of arti- 
chokes and then proffering 
a red 50,0011 note (just un- 
der £20). 

As far as I know, this is a 
Roman problem. A few 
months ago. after having a 
coffee in Orvicto, As 1 
strolled oxer to the cashier. 1 
realised with horror 1 had 
only big notes. 1 adopted my 
habitual fecl-sony-for-mc 
face, stooped over as if 
about to beg and cringingly 
held out my 50.000. “it's ail 
right” the cashier said. 

“This isn’t Rome, you 
know.” 

Language barrier 

I’VE WRITTEN before 
about the Italian obsession 
with the English language, 
or rather the near-English 
with which they love to 
pepper their conversations 
and fill their newspaper 
columns. 

The ComercdcUa Sav 
produced a clincher the oth 
er day in the first sentence 
of its review of the Kevin 
Kline sexual orientation 
comedy In & Out -surely 
the closest an Italian sen- 
tence can come to being an 
English sentence, without 
really being an English sen 
tence: **Tn e Out non e‘ un 
gay movie underground.” I 
that doesn’t make mueh 
seiiseTo you." imagine what 
an Italian must have made 
of iL 


St3 French don’t believe their luck as economy starts to recover 


FRANCE is stirring but it seems the 
French themselves cannot quite 
believe it. 

Every indicator suggests tbe econ- 
omy is on the threshold of a boom, 
or at least a very strong recovery this 
year. Consumers are spending, busi- 
ness is investing, exporters are ex- 
porting at record levels, interest rates 
are low and inflation has almost 
ceased to exist (prices went DOWN 
slightly in January). France reached 
the targets for membership of eco- 
nomic and monetary union (Emu) 
last week, with some trickery, but 
without great pain. 

Then.* is even a good chance that 
France's high unemployment, which 


John Lichfield reports from Paris on how ingrained pessimism disguises an unexpected return to prosperity 


has been edging down for three 
months, could begin to shrink sub- 
stantially in 1998. None the less, ac- 
cording to a Europe-wide poll, 
published last week, French con- 
sumers are by far the gloomiest in 
the European Union; 61 percentsaid 
they expected no rapid improvement 
in their standard of living. Pes- 
simism, it seems, has become in- 
grained in the French psyche. 

In reality, France is more buoy- 
ant than it admits. There are three 
tell-tale signs. First, both the Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac and the Prime 


Minister Lionel Jospin - but espe- 
cially President Chirac - are wafting 
upwards in the opinion polls. Second, 
French consumers are consuming 
heavily for the first time in years 
(there was a 2.6 per cent jump in 
household purchases in January). 

Thirdly, French business, which 
has been deeply, even ostentatiously, 
gloomy in public, is planning to in- 
vest in France in a big way in 1998. 

An official survey found business 
would spend 10 per cent more on 
capital investment this year, three 
times the government’s forecast. 


French business leaders were rather 
embarrassed by these findings: they 
had been insisting that government 
proposals to move towards a35-hour 
working week to create jobs would 
pull the plug on domestic and for- 
eign investment. 

Tbe economy minister, Do- 
minique Strauss- Kahn, whose sleight 
of hand and sureness of touch have 
contributed something to the re- 
covery, said last week: ’The outlook 
for economy and employment have 
not been so good for 30 years.” That, 
as the minister no doubt calculated,' 


takes one back to 1968, the year of 
student and worker revolt which 
marked tbe end of the golden period 
of prosperity after the war. 

Only 10 months ago. President 
Chirac called (and lost) a snap elec- 
tion partly because he thought the 
economy was going to nose-dive. 
Only six weeks ago, there were (ex- 
aggerated) predictions of mayhem on 
tbe streets when die far-left mobilised 
sustained protests by the long-time 
unemployed for the first time. 

What has gone unexpectedly 
right? 


Firstly, there bas been a recovery 
of consumer spending since the 
Jospin government came to power 
last June. The government is not 
responsible for the recovery: it was 
lucky. The most that can be said is 
Lhat h ditched enough of its campaign 
promises to avoid killing a cyclical 
recovery, which had already begun. 

Secondly, exports have continued 
to boom, thanks to a high dollar and 
ibe increasing competitiveness of 
French industry. One of the concerns 
for the strength of the recovery is that 
a large chunk of these exports - 


especially in luxury goods - i 
Asian countries which abrupt!) 
themselves in difficulties. Econ 
ministry officials say the Asiai 
sis may dent the French recover 
will not destroy it. They still he 
3 percent growth is possible this 
This would mean a substantial 
on the headline level of unem 
ment, already down to 12.1 pci 
from 123 per cent a year ago 
Mr Stxauss-Kahn warned sli 
the weekend that France had 
en its seed-corn” too often i 
past: ie, killed growth by exo 
public spending and cxcessiv 
awards. It must not happen ag: 
said. 
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Mandela takes the shine 
Dff Winnie’s goldmine 


r Mary Braid 

•shw-sburg 

ELSON MANDELA is challenging the 
!h: of his former wife Winnie to pocket 
c profits she is making from their former 
■me in Soweto. 

Since Winnie Madikizela-Mandela 
ened the humble residence she once 
ared with her ex-husband to the public 
ve months ago, it has proved a nice lil- 
camcr. 

Up to 1.000 tourism a day pay 5 rand 
ip) a head to visit the little bouse in Or- 
do West while Mrs Mandela's sister runs 
ouvenir shop in the garage which sells 
: from the garden in lit lie bottles at a bar- 
n 10 rands. 

The only problem is that Mrs Mandela 
;s not own the house which she has 
ned into a museum. And now. accord- 
to the Johannesburg Star newspaper, 
sident Mandela warns her evicted 
it the house which he as the rightful 
ter has donated to the Soweto Heritage 
«. run by the township, tourism officials 


and big business. “The President has 
said we should evict her because he gave 
the house to the people." said an embar- 
rassed Sydney Phuli, the trust's deputy 
chairman. “It's a sensitive matter. We 
do not want to get an interdict to remove 
her from the bouse. We arc frying to 
negotiate." 

Mrs Mandela has not lived in the Or- 
lando West house for years. 

She prefers her luxury house in Diep- 
kloof, Soweto’s answer to Beverly Hills, 
which was buDt by an American benefac- 
tor. But the plaque now bolted to tbe 
outside wail of her old home reads 
"The Winnie Mandela and Family Muse- 
um" - making no mention of her ex-hus- 
band from whom she was divorced two 
years ago. 

Nthato Motions, one of South Africa’s 
most successful businessmen, has been 
called in to mediate. 

But Mrs Mandela's lawyer, Ishmael Se- 
raenya - who represented her in the 
recent public bearings into her alleged 
involvement in the murder of Soweto 


activists in the 1980$ - suggested Mrs 
Mandela will fight any move to take 
away her control of the museum. He 
d aimed Mrs Mandela lodged papers 
to have the house changed into her name 
back in 19S5. 

Ad ugly legal battle looks likely as tbe 
house was, in fact, only registered in the 
President's name at the beginning of last 
year. 

He had not owned tbe bouse previous- 
ly because under apartheid blacks were de- 
nied the right to possess freeholds. 

The bouse plays central role in the Man- 
dela saga. The couple lived there in the late 
1950s and it was from there that Mr Man- 
dela went underground and Mis Mandela, 
a decade later, was banished from Sowe- 
to to the internal exile in the Free State. 

Bur the house is also tainted by scan- 
dal. In 1988, angry Soweto residents 
burnt the house down in disgust at the vi- 
olent activities of Mrs Mandela's notori- 
ous group of bodyguards, the so-called 
Mandela United Football Team. It has 
since been rebuilt. 














Happier days: Nelson and Winnie Mandela after his release from jail in 1990. They were to divorce six years later 
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Nigeria plays 
for status in 
Sierra Leone 


By Ed O'Loughiht 

in Freetown 

WHEN forces acting in the 
nam e of democracy overthrow 
dictatorships, the international 
community is supposed to ap- 
plaud. But when a Nigerian-led 
peace-keeping force chased 
Major Johnny Paul Koromoa’s 
military junta from Freetown, 
the world responded with only 
a police murmur. 

Johnny Koromoa’s eight- 
month-old regime took charge 
of Sierra Leone in a military 
coup and had earned a reputa- 
tion for brutality, corruption and 
theft. The trouble is, die same 
things are often said of Nigeria. 

Under Geaeral Sani Ab- 
acha’s military rule, Nigeria has 
kiDed or imprisoned hundreds of 
I dissidents. The execution of the 
ethnic Ogooi writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight fellow activists 
on charges of murder in 1995 was 
widely condemned abroad and 
prodded the United Nations, 
America and most Western 
countries, including Britain, into 
imposing limited sanctions. 

But thanks to its ability to 
siphon off die country's massive 
oil wealth, Nigeria’s ruling elite 
has felt able to defy the world. 
So, while no one mourns the 
passing of Major Koromoa and 
his thugs, now on tbe run in the 
north of the country, foreign 
diplomats in the region say their 
governments feel unable to con- 
gratulate Nigeria too publicly. 

Some worry that Nigeria's 
hard-headed rulers may we Q be 
after more than Brownie points 
in Sierra Leone, which is still tbe 
dominan t political and mili- 
tary power in West Africa. 
Many diplomats now believe the 
Sierra Leone o p eration could be 
part of a move to strengthen 
Nigeria's strategic position. 

Tbe expansion of Nigeria’s 


military presence in SicrTa 
Leone comes at a time when it 
is reducing its peace-keeping 
force in neighbouring Liberia. 
Originally deployed in 19^*0, 
the multi-national force from the 
Economic Community of West 
African States (Ecawas) was 
dominated from the outset by 
Nigeria, which provided more 
than KX000 troops. Sierra Leone 
has had its own peace-keepers 
from the group ever since the 
Liberian civil war spilled across 
the border in 1991. 

Foreign observers believe 
this month's military offensive 
could have been intended to 
achieve several goals. Apart 
from securing a continued,. 
Nigerian presence in the west- 
ern tip of Africa, it reinforced 
Nigeria's standing as the trig 
player in Ecowas. It handed a 
rare, if muted, public relations 
victory to the military govern- 
ment in Nigeria and won Nige- 
ria intense popularity with tbe 
inhabitants of Freetown. 

It may also have guaran- 
teed Nigeria's rail itary elite a say 
in the future exploitation of Sier- 
ra Leone's mineral wealth. 
Apart from big deposits of baux- 
ite and titanium dioxide, the di- 
amond fields around Kono arc 
estimated to yield gems worth 
more than £15Ura a year. 

The real question is how de- 
pendent the restored President 
Kabbah will be on Nigerian sol- 
diers to uphold his rule. Major 
Koromoa's ousted army is al- 
ready mounting bloody raids on 
the cities in the interior. Ac- 
cording to Ecomog's Nigerian 
chief of staff General Abdu One 
Mohammad, the peace-keepers 
plan to pursue them into the 
bush and wipe them out. 

“If you have a snake and you 
just hit the tail you are wasting 
your time," he said. “You have 
to hit the head as welL" 


Forty arrested in Burma 

Burma’s military regime has arrested 40 people it accuses of 
pl anning to bomb government buildings and embassies and 
assassinate the country’s leaders. 

A government spokesman. Colonel Kyaw Them, said yes- 
terday that the plot was masterminded by the Ah Burma Stu- 
dents Democratic Front, made up of former students who fled 
tbe suppression of a pro- democracy uprising in 1988. Kyaw 
. Thein, a member of the regime's information committee, told 
a news conference that the student insurgents were linked to 
1 the party of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

— AP. Rangoon 

UN chief pleads for Rushdie 

Mary Robinson, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, said she raised the issue of the death order 
against British author Salman Rushdie in miles with the Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister, Kama! KharrazL Mrs Robinson, in dis- 
cussions this weekend with Mr Kharrazi and Iran’s deputy 
minister for legal and international affairs, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, said Ru s hdie’s situation was the only specific case she 
had raised in talks on a broad range of human rights issues. 

— Reuters. Tehran 

Sect seeks newborn sons 

An ultra-orthodox Jewish sect is searching for parent* will- 
ing to hand over newborn sons to be raised in isolation and 
purify in preparation for the rebuilding in Jerusalem of the 
Biblical Temple, which was destroyed in 70AD. Only mem- 
bers of the Jewish priestly caste need apply, the Ha 'an-tz news- 
paper quoted a leader of the Movement for Establishin" the 
Temple as saying. - Reuter:, jemmfem 
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ihc man who played a key 

noshing the Tiananmen 
arcc mcmstraiion in 1989 looks 

iota ; over as head of China's 

turf ariiaroem despite protests 

corns. 

. have been mourning a 

kda i across China against pro- 

wen y activists in the last few 

safe outspoken attacks on Mr 

rhe ingoing prime minister in 
9 it >osed martial | aw and 
;ed ic suppression of the pro- 
ocn y movement. “He has the 
<1 oi lead people on his hands," 
an i sen lener from activists in 
ianj province, two of whom have 
i qu slioned by police. “We call 
ttlfC .{parliament ] not to vote 
limes He already has a place in 
listoiy of China s humiliation.” 
k pditifn signed by 56 relatives 
udtntskflled in the 1989 shoot- 

i^b “Jte earnestly ask the NPC 

ibersmp review committee to 
jaUy fern.’’ More than a dozen 
i petitpns have been issued thfe 
. They demand reforms and a 
wssmtnl of the official verdict 
ic evefats of 1989 as “counter- 
iutiomny". 

be mrliamcnt which opens 
wcUwiU appoint Zhu Rongji, 
a s ctief economic policy-mak- 
; thenew prime minister and lay 
;rnuftd for big cul*. in the civil 
Ice aid government ministries, 
is Mr Li's move to the 
is iship of the parliament 
u i most controversial, be- 
e lie appointment will be 
ed ; s a step backwards for any 


chance of political reform. 

Hun^ rights Sro 11 !* in Hong 
Koog at the weekend said three 
^re dissidents had been detained 
!®CMtjy. In Shanghai police took 



». T . ; vluu<u jM Boners. 

Ma Uanggang, m ^ cen^ ^ ^ 

Hefei, was picked up on Saturday. 
It was not dear if these arrests 

were connected with foe alleged for- 



scrapped after WfagBingzhang. 
an exiled disskient wfaoretomed se- 
cretly from the United States in Jan- 
uaiy to help set up the party, was 
arrested and wpefied. 

Security is so ti ght ahead of the 
People’s Congress that it would be 
an extraordinary achievement to 
organise an underground group 
without tippmg off the polioe. Tbl- 
eranoe for public political debate is 
at rock-bottom in n«'n« in the run- 
up to '-the meeting, even though pe- 
titioning v the parliament is."— in 
Iheoiy^tegaL 

Uddfa! .the.<xmrtitiiifon,:1^ Li 


LI Peng: Appointment has 
brought flurry of protests 

matron of an underground political 
group opposing Communist party 
rule. A New York-based dissident, 
Fii Shenqi, said the “China Demo- 
cratic Justice PUrty" had been set up 
with more than 100 members and 
five to 10 branches based in 
provinces and cities. 

Mr Fu said the party had in- 
tended to meet in a northern Chi- 
nese city towards the end of 
Februaiy, but that the plan had been 


.. this .parliament after two five-year 
- terms. But the hardliner win remain 
the second most powerful maw in 
China's political hierarchy, and ' 
President Jiang Zemin has had to ac- 
commodate his d emands for a sig- 
nificant new post. Mr LTs preferred 
choice was to be head of the NPG 

The outgoing chafrman of par- 
liament is Qiao Shi, 73, whose po- 
litical career hit a bride wall last 
autumn when he was damped from 
the politburo standing committee. 
Despite his past role as China’s top 
secret policeman, he was credited 
wito braiding uplheroteof the NPC 
from tha t of a mere robber stamp. 

Resistance to Mr Li’s appoint- 
ment may be significant in the par- 
liament itself, as delegates have 


NPC, about 40 per cent of deputies 
dared either to vote against, or ab- 
stain, on the report from Puna's top 
legal officer. A repeat rebellion 
against Mr Li’s appointment as 
NPC bead would be a huge loss of 
face. 


Taking tea in the town that’s in the drink 



Washed out: Women taking breakfast in a flooded street in Milagro in Ecuador yesterday. The coastal town is a sugar cane centre 
and it is feared the heavy rain attributed to theB Nino w ea ther pattern may have destroyed the crop Photograph: Andres Rendon/Reuters 


uharto makes sure of his next election victory 



aartotSole candidate for 
■onesa’s presidency 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

PRESIDENT Suharto of In- 
donesia yesterday convened an 
assembly of tame supporters to 
re-elect him for his seventh 
consecutive term and with even 
greater powers than before. 
Despite preskfing over the coun- 
try's wdtsI economic crisis for 40 
years. President Suharto is cer- 
tain of being elected for anoth- 
er five-year term by the feople’s 
Consultative Assembly (MFR) ■ 
which meets in the capital Jakar- 
ta until the middle of next week. 

Almost all the members have 
been chosen or approved by 
him, decision-making is by “con- 
sensus" rather than by voting 
and, in any case, he is the sole 
candidate. The only person to 
have declared her willingness to 
stand against him, the opposi- 
tion figure. Megawati 


Sukarnoputri, was ousted from 
padiament last year and is there- 
fore disqualified from standing 
The assembly meets at a 
tiinenf mrqVyif il iini^ m In- 
donesia, which has suffered in 
the last seven months from an 
intensifying series of catastro- 
phes - a currency 1 
has reduced the value oft 
piah by 70 per cent, for 
smog, drought, soaring n 
mass lay-offs, aircraft crashes, 
food riots and the looting of 
Chinese shops. 

If the election of the 76- 
year-old Mr Suharto, and his 
controveirialcbote as vice-pres- 
ident the technology minister, B 
J Habibie, is not in doubt, the 
more pressing question is 
whether the MPR can carry out 
its ritualistic tasks without trig- 


streets of Jakarta. 


A Manila newspaper re- 
ported a conversation between 
President Suharto and the 
Philippines foreign minister in 
which the President expressed 
fears of a “revolution" if the 
price of rice rose farther. In- 
donesia's South-East Asian 
: already said to 
; for the possi- 
Indonesian 
situation 

continues to decline. 

Tbday, the former United 
States vice-president, Walter 
Mondale, will arrive in Jakarta 
as President Bin Clinton's per- 
sonal envoy to Mr Suharto man 
attempt to encourage political 
and economic reform. 

Public demonstrations have 
been banned fix the duration of 
the MPR’s deliberations, which 
is likely to grant the President 
sweeping emergency powers. 


Hoops and personnel carriers 
are stationed outside the par- 
liament building, and some 
35,000 troops and police have 
been mobilised. 

Aho in question is the future 
of the $43bn (£27bn) rescue 
package put together by the In- 
ternational Monetary Rind 
(IMF) to stabfliseth^ crippled 
economy. Ever since it tyas ne- 
gotiatedlastyear, Mr Suharto has ‘ 
appeared reluctant to imple- 
ment its measures, which are 
designed to increase competi- 
tiveness in a market hitherto 
dominated by a few rich busi- 
neighicn, many of them friends 
aridatives of the President. 

’‘Decile the fact that we al- 
ready have started to carry out 
clear and fundamental reforms 
and a restructuring program, 
there are no signs yet that the 
situation has improved,” the In- 


donesian leader said in his tele- 
vised speech to the MPR yes- 
terday. “On the contrary, the 
people’s life is becoming more 
difficult-" 

His latest idea, for a curren- 
cy board which would peg the 
value of the rupiah to that of the 
. US dollar, provo^jM^^^- 
ease at the IMF whidr threat- 
.ened to suspend its aid jtfjbe 
1 plan was put' into action: Yes^ 
terday. President Suharto an- 
nounced a new plan, called 
“IMF plus" regarded by him and 
his advisers as “more appropri- 
ate” to Indonesia’s problems, 
but unlikely to be welcomed by 
the international community. “If 
Suharto does not cany out the 
necessary reforms and stick to 
the plan," a US official told re- 
porters last on Friday, “we will 
line up very strongly against the 
delivery of the next tranche." 
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Israel fears Palestinians are 
stocking up arms for a war 


ISRAEL suspects Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian Authority 
is stocking up bn weapons in 
case the failing peace process 
disintegrates into violent clash- 
es between the two security 
forces, writes Ikic Silver in 
Jerusalem. 

Israel’s suspicions were bol- 
stered yesterday after Israeli sol- 
diers captured a Palestinian 
smuggler ferrying two rubber 
dinghies of arms and ammuni- 
tion across the Dead Sea from 
Jordan on Friday night. The 
massive haul included 60 
Katashinkov and M-16 rifles, 
seven hunting rifles, 39 pistols 
and dozens of boxes of bullets. 
The Palestinian leader has 


repeatedly threatened a return 
to armed confrontation if Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government fails to honour its 
commitment to hand over more 
of the West Bank to Palestin- 
ian rule. The paiamihtaiy Pales- 
tinian police number about 
30,000 men, but Israel con- 
trols the legal import of light 
weapons ria Jordan and Egypt. 

The chief of Israel’s central 
command, Major-General Uzi 
Dayan, said they were investi- 
gating the possibility that thecoo- 
agnment was destined for the 
Palestinian Authority. One of- 
ficer said it was “too mocb and 
too well-organised" for mere 
crhxtmals or Islamic extremists. 


The smuggler came ashore at Em 
Fasbkba, 10 miles from Jericho. 

headquarters of the Pal estinians’ 
West Bank security forces. 

The Jordanian array was 
combing the eastern shore. On 
Saturday five of its officers 
crossed the water to inspect the 
' cache. Their commander con- 
firmed that the two forces were 
working together. This was wel- 
comed by Israelis as a renewal 
of security co-operation facili- 
tated by the resignation last 
week of the head of the Mossad 
secret service. General Danny 
Yaiom, whom King Hussein 
blamed for the bungled attempt 
to assassinate a Hamas leader 
in Amman last September. 


Saddam’s honesty 
on weapons sites 
to be put to test 


By David Usbome 

in New York 


TB& .SINCERITY, pf Iraq’*, 
cMHpflment to the new agree- 

ed Nations weapons inspec- 
tors that for now has averted 
American and British rnilitaiy 
action in the Gulf could be test- 
ed as early as this week. 

Richard Butler, the chair- 
man of Unscom, the Special 
Commission charged with dis- 
mantling Iraq's weapons pro- 
grammes, yesterday said he 
was “just about to ready” to be- 
gin implementation of the pact 
that was negotiated by Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on a 
make-or-break mission to Iraq 
a week ago. 

The United States has 
served notice that it wants the 
agreement tested as soon as 
possible. Tb do so, Mr Butler 
will only need to order an in- 
spection of at least one of the 
eight presidential complexes 
that are at the heart of the deal 
with Iraq. 

Under the provirions of the 
agreement, which has come 
under searing attack in the US 
Congress, inspectors from Un- 
scom will be accompanied into 
the palaces by diplomats acting 
as observers. 

In New York this morning, 
meanwhile, the UN Security 
Council wffl attempt to resolve 
diplomatic differences between 
the five permanent members on 
a formal resolution that would 
give legal and diplomatic en- 
dorsement to Mr Annan's deaL 
An initial version of a text 
drafted by Britain, which 


warned Iraq it would face the 
“severest consequences" if it re- 
neged on the new agreement, 
has alreadyiiQ^^erecfedown. 
The latest text says instead that 
geyefe 

Behind the seemingly petty 
squabbling in the Council, lie 
fundamental differences of view 
on how to handle Iraq. While 
the US and Britain are unre- 
lenting in taking the toughest 
possible stance against Saddam 
Hussein, France. Russia and 
China are at every turn more 
flexible. 

Specifically on this resolu- 
tion, the latter three do not want 
wording that would open the 
door to automatic military ac- 
tion against Iraq were it to be 
found in violation of the Annan 
agreement. Any such action, 
they sty, should be preceded by 
further consultations in the 
Council. 

Asked by journalists yester- 
day about his progress on fi- 
nalising arrangements for 
adding diplomatic chaperones 
to the regular Unscom teams. 
Mr Butler replied: “We are at 
work on that, and we are just 
about ready.” He insisted dial 
while diplomats would join in- 
spection teams, the “hard edge* 
would remain the scientific and 
technical experts. 

An opinion poll to be pub- 
lished today byiVt.’H-jMwefr mag- 
azine shows broad approval 
among Americans of the deal 
struck with Iraq; 55 per cent said 
they considered the Annan deal 
“worth it". Even so, 61 percent 
expressed the view that the 
agreement will not work in the 
long run. 


Hindu hardliners 
lead in India poll 


NEWDELHI (AF) — Officials 
yesterday carried sealed ballot 
boxes to heavily guarded loca- 
tions across the country to pre- 
pare for the counting of votes 
for India’s next government 
Counting begins today for 
most constituencies. TWb'erit 
polls released on Saturday in- 
dicated strong support for Hin- 
du nationalists. ■ 

More than 300 ndlifon of In- 
dia’s 600 zmDkmrotps have cast 
bolfots in the efeaxHVwbjchhas 
been staggered over six days to 
give security forces time, to 
move across srcountiywhere re- 
b'gioas. ethnic add caste differ- 
ence often erupt into violence. . 
Despite the precautions, 


blood has been spilled on each 
of the four voting days smce.16 
February. Eight people were 
killed in election-related vio- 
lence on Saturday, hringingtbe 
death toll to at least 76. 

Voting ended on Saturday 
for ail but six of the 543 con- 
tested seats in parliament 

First results are not expect- 
ed untfl late today; No party is 
expected to win an outright ma- 
jority in the powerful lower 
house of parliament But a poll 
broadcast on the government- 
run television showed the Hin- 
du BJP and its allies winning 244 
seats, making gains in almost 
every comer of the country but 
still falling short of a majority. 
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M; Chasing gravity’s rainbow 
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We have light waves, 
radio waves and, 
according to Einstein, we 
should have gravitational 
waves. Dan Falk reports 
on a multi-million-pound 
project that may finally 
prove the theory right 


NO FORCE in the universe is more familiar 
than gravity, li keeps our feet firmly on the 
ground, it keeps the moon and planets in 
their respective orbits, and it keeps galax- 
ies and clusters of galaxies bound in close- 
knit cosmic families. Some 300 years after 
a falling apple supposedly triggered Isaac 
Newton's fust insights into gravity, you'd 
think we"d haw it all figured out And. lo 
be sure. \vc do know quite a few of the de- 
tails. Eighty vea/s ago. Albert Einstein for- 
mulated the modem description of gravity 
- the general theory of relativity - and most 
of its manv predictions were confirmed ex- 
perimentally in the decades that followed. 

Bui one key prediction of relativity re- 
mains untested. According to Einstein, a 
massive object, under certain conditions, 
should emit gravitational waves. These 
waves, u fall-out from the equations of gen- 
eral relativity, should he traversing the uni- 
\erse at the speed of light, emanating from 
any spot where massive objects are throw- 
ing their weight around. Because they're 
so weak, however, gravitational waves 
have so far eluded detection. 

That may change in i he early years of 
the next decade, when a number of gravi- 
ty ik'n;d-wuve observatories begin operation. 
The largest of these projects consists of a 
pair of detectors now under construction 
in the US. The project is known as LIGO 
I Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave 
Observatory) and. if successful, will open 
a new window on the universe. 

But what exactly, is a gravitational wave? 
The best way to picture one is by analogy. 
Suppose you're standing by the edge of a 
pond. You lean over, pul your hand in the 
water, and move it back and forth. The re- 
sult is a scries of waves that spreads out in 
a circular pattern. Just over a centuiy ago, 
scientists found that electromagnetic waves 
work in a similar way; if you lake an elec- 
iric charge and move it back and forth (tech- 
nically, you're accelerating it) then 
electromagnetic waves radiate outward in 
a similar patient. Radio waves arc one ex- 
ample of electromagnetic radiation; light 
is another. And, according to general rel- 





The 40-metre prototype LIGO detector at Caltech, precursor to the g r a v itati onal-wave observatories now under construction 
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ativity. an accelerating mass produces grav- 
itational waves in just the same fashion. 

“In Einstein's language, gravity is as- 
sociated with a warpageof space-time," ex- 
plains Kip Throne, a physicist at the 
California Institute of Technology. “So these 
gravitational waves arc in fact a warpage 
of space-time." Gravitational waves, 
Thorne says, are like ripples in the very fab- 
ric of the universe, stretching and shrink- 
ing space itself as they pass by. 

So why hasn't anyone seen these ripples? 
The answer hinges on gravity's inherent 
weakness. Gravity, in fact, is weaker than 
the electromagnetic force by a factor of 10 
to the power 39 (that's a one followed by 
39 noughts). So while the motion of each 
of the planets around the sun, for example, 
would theoretically produce gravitational 
waves, the effects would be far too small 
to detect. Instead, the UGO project will 
be on tbe lookout for gravitational waves 
from some of the most energetic phe- 
nomena in the universe - objects such as 
rapidV-revuh/mg pahs of neutron stars, col- 
liding black holes, and supernova explosions. 

Though gravitational waves still await 


experimental detection, physicists already 
have good reason to believe they exist. Start- 
ing in the mid-1970s, two American as- 
trophysicists, Joseph Taylor and Russell 
Hulse, made careful observations of a star 
system called a binary pulsar, which is a pair 
of small, dense stars revolving rapidly 
around one another. According to gener- 
al relativity, the pair should radiate ener- 
gy in the form of gravitational waves, and 
this, in turn, should cause the two stars to 
slow down in their orbits. 

Over the years, measurements showed 
that the pair were indeed losing energy, and 
at precisely the rate predicted by the 
theory. Taylor and Hulse shared the 1993 
Nobel Prize for Physics for their work. 

“It gave unequivocal proof -in my mind, 
at least - that gravitational waves exist, and 
that they have tbe properties predicted by 
general relativity," says Stan Whitcomb, a 
physicist at Caltech who is the detector 
group leader for the UGO project “Wfe 
know that the waves are out there." 

But even detecting the gravitational 
waves from powerful cosmic sources such 
as binary pulsars will be a tremendous chal- 


lenge. That's why the LIGO project, boon 
the be ginning , has been about size; even 
compared to the largest detectors being 
planned in other countries, the American 
project, administered by Caltech and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is 
agiant TbeS360m (£225m) project is fund- 
ed by the US National Science Foundation. 

Each of the UGO detectors is being 
built in the shape of agiant “IT - two long, 
vacuum^ filled tubes, 4km (2-5 miles) in 
length, meeting at a right angle. Quartz 
weights, each of 10 kg (221b) will be sus- 
pended at the end of each arm, and at the 
“elbow". Powerful lasers will send a beam 
of light down the length of each arm of the 
“IT, reflecting off mirrors mounted on the 
weights. 

Using an Interferometer, the two laser 
beams are later combined into one. When 
a gravitational wave passes by. one of the 
detector’s arms wfll be momentarily 
stretched, while the other will shrink. That 
change in length will be very slight - 
about one hundred times smaller than the 
width of an atomic nucleus. That should be 
enough, however, to pull the two laser 


beams out of phase and register a distinc- 
tive interference pattern at the spot where 
the laser beams merge. 

By using two separate detectors - one 
in the state of Washington and one in 
Louisiana -any false readings at either lo- 
cation should be screened out. 

The gravitational-wave detectors of the 
21st century will show us a greatly enriched 
view of the cosmos. But as with any new 
observing scheme, there win abtuxl certainly 
be surprises. “It's not an instrument for tbe 
precise study of things that we alreaty know 
about,” says Whitcomb, “but a survey in- 
strument to see things that we’ve never en- 
countered in tbe past- signals that perhaps 
we’ve not expected at alL" For it's worth 
pointing out that some people have sug- 
gested that rather than using radio or light 
waves to make their presence known, alien 
intelligences might signal their advanced 
state by communicating with gravitational 
rather than electromagnetic waves. First, 
though, you have to catch your wave. 

Dan Falk is a science journalist based in 
Toronto^ Canada. 
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Elephants, 
giraffes and 
Shuttle trash 


Questions for lit is column can hi sub- 
mitted to scijwtfg campus. bt. con 

Bow big is the biggest elephant? 

The Science Museum has retards of 
an elephant that was 4. ID metre* jtgh 
and weighed an amazing 10.7 unties. 
Bur on average African clefhanis 
weigh around 5.6 tonnes, and are ihout 
3.2 metres high. 

What is a planetary nebula? 

Nebulae form at the end of a shift life. 
When a star runs out of its baste fuel 
hydrogen, it starts burning tt^ wsste — 
helium. This raises the temperature, 
and the internal pressure, which nakes 
the star expand - but this expansion 
lowers the temperature and pres-yre. 
so the star’s gravity makes it contract 
again. This cycle repeats until the liar 
“pulses" rapidly, and begins throvfing 
out its mass from its surface in a 
“superwind". It blows in gusts wtyRi 
rip the envelope of gas from the ^tar 
m just 1,000 years. The expelled ma- 
terial forms an expanding shd of pas 
heated by a hot core. Astronomers rail 
this a “planetary nebula" because, seen 
through a basic telescope, it looks like 
a planet with moons round iL The Ant 
core looks like the central star of the 
nebula, which wil] keep expanding un- 
til it dissipates. 

How many vertebrae does a giraffe 
have? 

Our backbones are made up erf sev- 
eral small bones called vertebrae. 
Even though a giraffe is much tiller 
than we arc, they have exactly (he same 
number of vertebrae - just 24. The dif- 
ference is. theirs are rather larger in 
every dimension. ^ 

What do they do with rubbish ta the 
Shuttle? 

Bring it all back, including wt it's in 
tbe toilet - except the urine, v\ tich is 
often dumped overboard. Rut >ish is 
carefully stowed in containers : id the 
US space agency Nasa is currei Jy de- 
veloping a “trash-compactor" 

J bu can visit the Technoquest me at 
hup.jfwu'w. campus, bt com/Ca m us- 
MjHdJpublSdericeNeL Questions aid an- 
swers provided by Science tine's 
Diul-a- Scientist, 0345 600444. ! ^ 
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Dutch halt dotting research 

No sooner bad the scientists 
from Pharming, a Dutch 
biotechnology company, shown 
off their two cloned calves last 
Friday than they were told by 
their government that the 
method used to create them 
would be outlawed. 

The identical female calves, 
produced by the embryo nu- 
clear transfer method first used 
in Britain to produce the doned 
sheep Morag and Megan a 
year before Dolly, were front- 
page news in Holland. Pharm- 
ing said the embryos were 
frozen before and after the 
cioning. But the Dutch Agri- 
culture Ministry has decided to 
ban the technique. “The 
method has not been proved 
necessary. There is no scientific 
purpose," said ministry 
spokesman Paul van der Brug. 
Tb which Frank Pieper, Pharm- 
ing’s vice-president of research 
and technology, said: “The 
knowledge we've gained 


doesn't go away. We can still col- 
laborate with other countries." 
The company has joint ventures 
in the US and Belgium. 

Hawking speaks for Clinton 
Stephen Hawking, tbe famous 
cosmo legist, wOl address 160 
guests at the second of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s “millennium 
evenings" on Friday at the 
White House. The author of A 
Brief History of Time and 
Lucasian Professor of Math- 
ematics at Cambridge Univer- 
aty will speak on “science in the 
next mflJenniunr. Aged 56 and 
almost paralysed by motor neu- 
rone disease, his lecture will be 
delivered via that familiar voice 
synthesizer. A glimpse of his 
opinions? “The next century 
will bring big changes. Most 
visions of the future show a so- 
ciety with very advanced sdence 
and technology, but in an un- 
changing state. I question this 
picture. I think it is more like- 
ly that biological and electron- 


ic complexity will increase at an 
ever more rapid rate." 

Parkinson’s gene discovery 
Gene of the week is one found 
by German researchers, who 
reckon they have found a sec- 
ond gene linked with the 
incurable brain illness Parkin- 
son’s disease. A study of three 
families with members who 
had the disease found a com- 
mon mutation on chromosome 
2, the researchers reported in 
this month's Nature Genetics. 
They said the gene “appears lo 
be involved in tbe develop- 
ment of Parkinsonism closely 
resembling sporadic (non- 
familial) Parkinsonism includ- 
ing a similar mean age of onset 
(59 years)." The first gene 
linked to familial Parkinson’s 
was only found Last year, by an 
American team. Increasingly, it 
looks like Parkinson's has 
strong genetic components - 
but environmental causes are 
not ruled out 


! 

dinner’s 


New dues on Alzhefner’s 

And another gene: thbpnc, for 
Alzheimer's. An American 
team, also writing inj Nature 
Genetics , say the two forys (A 
and G) of tbe gene wfaeh con- 
trols production of the enzyme 
bleomycin hydrolase (BH) 
confer different risks of dcvcl- i 
oping the degenerathe brain '. , 
disease. People with tw3 copies * 
of the “G" form have about • 
twice the normal risk d^vd- { 
oping Alzheimer's, according to- 
the research. It's one ofa hand-; 
ful of genes found sinre 1 993 
to be a risk factor far rhe 
disease. 

So what does bleomjcin hy-j 
drolase do? No oneT sure. 
Yeasts have it, people- have iuj • 
and one thing it does is nacti-S - 
vate a compound knoyn as! "• 
bleomycin, . used in cancer • 
chemotherapy. After that? " 
Well, it affects your suscepli- * 
bility to Alzheimer’s ... 

Charfes Arthur, Sdence Editor . 


Pre-teen mums - it’s all down to diet 


TELL ME ABOUT ... 
FAT AND PUBERTY 


NEWSPAPERS aren’t putting it on 
when they express amazement that in the 
US and Europe girls as young as 10 can 
(and do) conceive and give birth to 
healthy babies. A century ago, it would 
have been unusual for someone so young 
to have begun menstruating; and in- 
credible for a foetus to survive to term. 

So what has happened? Despite what 
tbe Daify Mail may say, moral erosion is 
not the cause. Instead, it's economic pros- 
perity, and with it the better diets - and 
especially fat-rich foods. 

Why? Because in girls, puberty - the 
age at which the body decides it is bio- 
logically ready to reproduce - is appar- 
ently triggered by its fat content. 
Sustaining a developing embryo requires 
a lot of energy, which the mother’s body 
must provide. Fat is the most energy- 
intensive form of food. The body has to 
collect that necessary store of energy be- 
fore it can reproduce successfully. 



Jenny Teague, Britain's 
youngest mum Photograph: PA 

■ Quite which comes first, the fat col- 
lection or the puberty, isn’t completely 
dean it may be that the hormones re- 
leased in puberty accelerate fat collection. 

Anyway, in modem Western societies, 
there are plenty of cieap, fatty foods avail- 
able which will allow a young body to store 


enough fat to be ready to reproduce. As 
a result, the records for "youngest moth- 
er" have been falling in tbe US and 
Europe for years. Last December, 
Britain's youngest mother (pictured) 
gave birth aged 11: she had conceived 
aged 10. ; 

In fact the link between fat and pu- 
berty may come down to a single ^ene - 
the so-called “fat gene", leptin, which 
leads to the production of a hormone that 
has been linked with obesity, an^ $eems 
to regulate the level of body fat and 
appetite. . j 1 

Last week researchers tepor^d stud- 
ies on a Turkish family whkAstofwi that 
where the leptin gene wa£ mutated, not 
only were the family membefc odese, but 

their sexual development was tippled 

too. One of the women never bjd men- 
strual periods, but family membra who 
had one or no copies of the mutant gene 
had normal body weight and! sexual 

development. 

This “suggests that leptin note tiy&a- 
trals body mass but may also H a nec- 
essaj y signal for the initiation ofhuroan 
pubeny" , said the researcher* Samaybe 
w « fat first, then puberty. CA j 


t j* \&P 
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Mr Calm 



DEBORAH ROSS 
TALKS TO 
PAUL WILSON 


OK, THEN, Paul Wilson, autbor of The 
Little Book of Calm - that teenie-weenie, 
pocket-sized thing that’s been a major best- 
seller here for an irritatingly long time - 
let’s cut to the quick. You’re in the super- 
market. You are, as ever, pressed horrifi- 
cally for time. You've joiaed the queue 
which you think is going to be the fastest, 
but of course turns out to be the slowest 
Then, the mad old lady in front of you sud- 
denly decides she’s going to pay for her sin- 
gle lamb chop with a mixture of milk bottle 
tops and out-of-date coupons for lOp off 
Persfl. Inside, you are raging: “COME ON! 
COME ON!" Even: “COME ON! COME 
ON! YOU STUPID OLD LADY! TV E 
GOT A STROKE TO GET HOME 
FOR!" Paid, what would you advise in these 
circumstances? 

“Well," says Paul who has great. Holly- 
wood-mauve hair and is dressed entirety 
in beautiful, black Armani, “firstly, avoid 
queues". That’s not entirety realistic, is it? 
‘OK, secondly, allow twice as long as you 
jthink it's going to take. That way, your im- 
patience won’t get the better of you." And 
{that's it? “It’s simple. But it works." Paul? 
hYes?" Have you eveiy thought about 
bringing out The Really Big Book of Calm ? 
r No. Why?" Well, then you could use it to 
{crack the old lady over the head and have 
done with her. “1 see," says Paul. He has 
{quite a light, pinched mouth for someone 
{who is meant to be so relaxed about things. 
It tightens even more. 1 think he might think 
I am not entering into the spirit of things. 

I can see why The Little Book of Calm 
sells. It's pale yellow and blue with a pic- 
ture of a fluffy cloud on the front. It's the 


relaxing as wearing no shoes at all”); in- 
vesting in a well-stocked fruit bowl (“eat 
more fruit and you'll feel more relaxed - 
it's as sweet as that"); platting something 
(“share your life with a pet, and you’ll have 
an appreciative assistant in your efforts to 
become calm"), plus lots more happy- 
clappy guff. “Smile, even when you don’t 
feel like iL" “Declare today a holiday!” (I 
wish). Personalty, I find mote nourishment 
in a Kil-KaL but a great many people go 
in for this sort of thing. 

Paul’s in the middle of a book tour. He’s 
got a proper-sized, new book out, called 
Calm At Work. As part of its promotion, 
he’s been giving talks up and down the 
coimtiy. I go to one held in a church in Pic- 
cadilly. I had expected to see a lot of sad s 
in beards. Admittedly, there are one or two 
women wearing things that look terrifyingly 
hand-crocheted, plus a couple of men 
whose anoraks are significantty shorter than 
their suit jackets. But, mostly, the 100 or 
so who turn up seem quite a smart lot. 
Some are even laden with Tiffany and Rrrt- 
mnn & Mason carrier bags. They listen at- 
tentively to Paul's advice on breathing 
techniques - breath deep, breath slow, lis- 
ten to your breath. They are told to sell their 
wristwatches, that stress is only about 
how you look at things, that “within every- 
one is the power to be calm". 

Paul has a very slow, soft, relaxing sort 
of voice. It's hard not to doze off After- 
wards, there is a long queue for signed 
copies of bis books. “So interesting," says 
a crocheted top. “So helpful" adds the 
short anorak. “Now, help me," I say to Paul 
when we get down to the interview prop- 
er in a hoteL And I realty do want him to 
sort me ouL If be can. 

Yes, I’m a terrible worrier. Hopeless. 
Every time I leave the house I worry I’ve 
left the iron on, even though I don’t have 
an iron. I do the stress test at the begin- 
ning of Calm at Work. A reasonable score 
is 0-35. 1 get 145. 1 tell this to PauL I tell 
him T" ai Chi is all very well, but it’s a bug- 
ger when you're on the mobile, ftrbaps I 
should write The Little Book of Stress , with 
a picture of a blue-lipped me after my 
stroke on the cover? What do you think? 
“I think you should learn to worry less." 
How? How? Tell me NOW! 

Well he says, most worries are future- 
oriented. They’ll probably never come 
about I'm wasting my time worrying 
about them. What I should do is write down 
every worry as it occurs to me during the 
day. Then, at the same time each day - say, 
6.10pm, providing I haven't sold my watch 
yet - 1 should have 15 minutes of worry 
time. Chuck out the worries that are er- 
roneous, have a good worry about the ones 


‘I worried all the time. At 25, 1 was getting 
palpitations, chest pains. Then the art director 
I was working with had a stroke. He was 32. 
That’s what really brought it home to me’ 


sort of cloud you think you remember from 
childhood, from those long, perfect sum- 
mer days that, of course, never actually hap- 
pened, although it's soothing to think they 
did. The book is just 4in x 3in in size, costs 
£1.99. and is so cute it’s almost edible. It 
tends to be stacked by (he tills in book 
shops. It’s the sort of thing you buy with- 
out ever intending to. like a Kit-Kat at the 
ganige when you only meant to gel petroL 
So far, 607,245 people in the UK have 
bought iL (Usually, 100.0UU Is considered 
a bestseller.) It’s been in the bestseller list 
for 57 weeks, hilling the lop spot six times. 
Sales show absolutely no sign of abating. 

Inside, the book is full of thoughts to 
inspire, moment-sized nuggets designed to 
set you on the path to inner peace. Ap- 
parently. the route to true tranquillity lies 
in wearing comfortable shoes (“almost as 


that aren't, then slop. I'm not sure how this 
gels the mortgage paid, or my self-assess- 
ment tax forms filled in, but it sounds good. 
Frankly. I think a lot of what Paul says is 
just “cheer up. love, it may never happen", 
very cleverly marketed. 

Paul, it should be remembered, is first 
and foremost a marketing man. He is bead 
of an advertising agency in Sydney. This 
calm business is his bobby. His job is to sell 
things to people. He says to me later 1 
shouldn't take the stress test seriously. “It's 
just a bit of a game, realty. A bit of inter- 
activity to get the reader involved." A ploy? 
“Yes." Paul’s not a con man. A bit vain. yes. 
“Any nice articles to show me?" he asks the 
PR girl Grom ftmguin. He drinks water con- 
stantly because “it smoothes the skin”. But 
he strikes me as a good bloke, mostly. 

Paul Wilson, 48, was bora in Ilfracombe. 



Wilson’s The Little Book of Calm’ has sold more than 600,000 in the UK and has been a bestseller for more than a year Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Not the Devon Ilfracombe, but Ilfra- 
combe in Queensland, in the Australian 
bush. Ilfracombe, he says, is the driest per- 
manently inhabited place on earth. A 
couple of days of rain a year is considered 
good going. When he was growing up, rain 
was the cause of great celebration. He still 
loves rain, and the scent of rain. He takes 
a negative ioniser with him wherever he 
goes to give a room a “just rained, clean 
feel to it”. I say I always take a packet of 
Dunhill wherever I go. This always gives 
a room a lovely, about-lo-drop-dead- 
from-! iing-cancer sort of feel to it He gives 
me another of his pained, tight-around-thc 
mouth, little looks. 

His father, Ron, was a truck driver. His 
mother, Kath, was a worrier. His father 
needed only to be a minute late and he'd 
been killed in a car crash. Paul wasn't such 
a worrier. Not back then, anyway. He liked 
to sit for hours under the acacia tree just 
outside the town. He liked the silence. He 
day-dreamed. He imagined. He was med- 
itating, he says, although be didn't know 
it then. 

When he was 11, he entered an 
Eisteddfod in Rockhampton, a town of 
100,000. He entered not only the under- 
13s competition, but the under-15s and un- 
der-] 7s too. He was a boy from the bush, 
and didn't understand you didn't have to 
sign up for everything. He wasn't an es- 
pecially gifted trumpet player, he says, but 
he nevertheless won all the competitions. 
He did this by “imagining I was playing 
from a very calm place" before going on 
to perform. “Your imagination is more pow- 
erful than anything else," he says. In many 
ways, Paul’s calm theories may just be 
dressed up, how-to-be-a-success-tbeories. 

Paul eventually went into advertising. 
By 25. he was creative director of an up- 
and-coming ad agency. "I was responsible 


for the company's creative reputation. I was 
responsible for a staff of 40 people. I wor- 
ried ail the time. It began to affect my 
health. At 25, 1 was getting palpitations, 
chest pains. Then the art director I was 
working with had a stroke. He was -32. 
That’s what really brought it home to me.’ 
He knew he had to learn to relax. He 
remembered what it was like sitting under 
that acada tree, and tried to recapture thaL 
He travelled to China, Tibet, Korea, 
Japan, to meet Buddhist monks and the 
like, and supplement his knowledge. He 


thoughts, read the calming thoughts sub- 
mitted by others. “Try colouring ire It's so 
relaxing," suggests Liz from Cambridge 
University', which makes you wonder about 
the standard of undergraduates these 
days. You can even e- mail a calm moment 
to a loved one. (I e-mail a calm moment 
to my loved one: “Select your company welL 
Mix with calm people." He calls to say: 
"That’s all very well but meanwhile Fm 
stuck with you.”) I ask Raul if we don’t all 
need some anxiety. In some ways, it may 
even be the motor that keeps us going. 


He takes a negative ioniser wherever he goes 
to give a room a “just rained, clean feel to 
it”. I say I always take a packet of Dunhill for 
an about-to-drop-dead-from-lung-cancer feel 


started giving talks to other creative ad 
people about becoming calm. Someone 
suggested he should write a book about it. 
He wrote The Calm Technique - the 
biggest selling book of its lype - ihen Instant 
Calm, which has also been an international 
bestseller. The Little Book of Calm was an 
offshoot from Instant Calm. “As I was writ- 
ing it, all these little thoughts came to me, 
which I thought would make a nice little 
book in themselves.” Have the books 
made him very rich? “I am comfortable, 
yes, but I don't do it for the money.” 

His calm industry seems to just spawn 
and spawn. He runs a non-profit-making 
Calm Centre in Sydney, peopled tty re- 
searchers and psychologists. There are no 
plans for Calm, The Movie as of yet, but 
there is a much-visited web site. Here, you 
can visit the meditation room, submit calm 


Without it, what would stop us from lying 
on the sofa all day, watching This Morn- 
ing, reading OKI, shifting only when the 
bouse is repossessed? L for one, wouldn't 
do a stroke of work if it weren’t for anxi- 
ety. He says I would. “Most people's ap- 
proach b the adrenalin approach. Through 
fear, panic, deadlines, they force their minds 
into a creative state. This will work For a 
while, but not for ever. You burn out, or 
need increasingly strong stimulants to 
keep going." No, being calm does not mean 
being catatonic. “The calm Fm talking 
about is the inner quiet you find in, for ex- 
ample, great martial artists. They have huge 
power and energy, but it comes from a very 
calm state. You can also be very creative 
from a calm state. Even more creative, 
actually." 

OK. let’s take \fen Gogh, for the sake 


of an example. Would he have been able 
to do what be did if he'd been a less wound- 
up kind of ebap? “Van Gogh is the world's 
greatest failure. He did all this work, bul 
died never knowing if any of it was any good 
or noL He died a failure. He never sold a 
painting in his lifetime." Excellent paint- 
ings, though. “There is this sentimental ar- 
gument that as he left a body of work 
behind, it makes it ail right somehow. But 
it doesn't. It was irrelevant to Vhn Gogh, 
who had a very unhappy life." 

1 wonder, do you ever worry, Paul? “Of 
course. I am on the board of a hospital back 
home, and one is always worrying about 
resources.” No, I mean a proper worry, like 
if I don’t do my self-assessment form this 
week the house will fall down and my child 
will be taken into care and my legs will drop 
off and what’s in the fridge? Do I need to 
get milk on my way home? Luckily, he says, 
his wife - who has given up work to look 
after their two young children -“looks after 
aO that". I wonder, is she a 10-to-nine mum. 
like me? I'm lovety until 10 to nine. It's all 
who wants an egg? 'Who wants yummy por- 
ridge? But then it's 10 to nine and Tm 
screaming: “Shoesl Find your bloody 
shoes! It's swimming? Why didn't you tell 
me earlier it’s swimming!" He says his wife 
does this too. “We’ve tried starting every- 
thing balf-an-hour earlier, but it just 
doesn’t work.” So he doesn’t have the an- 
swers to everything, which is encouraging. 

I leave him quite late in the evening, and 
gq out on to the street to get a taxi. It’s rain- 
ing. There aren't any taxis. Fm late. The 
babysitter is going to murder me. 1 do my 
breathing exercises. In -out, in-cut. very, very 
slowly. I listen to my own breath. 1 find my 
inner calm. And only then do I rage: 
“COME ON! COME ONI YOU STUPID 
TAXI!" 

Calm At Work, published by Penguin, £7.99. 
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Squeaky clean, yes, but completely unable to blow their noses 



DINAH 

HALL 


GOOD NEWS for grubby 
families. Clean children are 
more likely to develop asth- 
ma, according to researchers 
at the Institute of Child 
Health at Bristol University, 
who believe that those with 
less scrupulous hygiene prac- 
tices develop stronger im- 
mune systems. (1 don't know 
why they waste all this mon- 
ey on research when they 
could have my mother's 
home-grown wisdom for 
nothing. “You’ve got to eat a 
peek of dirt before you die" 
is a favourite saying of hers 
eveiy time a fly drops off the 
fly paper into the mashed 
potato, or we object to con- 


suming resident wildlife along 
with the broccoli.) Our aller- 
gy-free status which has un- 
til now been a source of 
maternal pride to me (all 
that obsessive breast feeding 
paid off) now appears to flag 
us up as a less than squeaky 
dean family. In fact all the 
children have a nightly bath 
- but their definition of bath 
may vary from yours and 
mine. The 11-year-old jumps 
in. smiles at the lace cloth and 
jumps out again, while the 13- 
year-old spends at least an 
hour in the bathroom. If he 
ever introduced himself to the 
soap he would be the clean- 
est teenager in Britain but as 


it is, from what I can make 
out, he lies there reading a 
book and bailing away my fu- 
ture grandchildren. Bul the 
morning routine is where we 
slip up. The Montessorian 
school of child development 
believes in something called 
“windows of opportunity” - 
that there is an optimum time 
for a child to learn to do 
something, and if you’re not 
careful you miss it and the 
window is dosed. 1 can only 
think that I was so busy per- 
fecting the children’s psy- 
chological development that 
I missed the washing-your- 
face-m-tbc-moming window. 
We also missed the leaming- 


to-blow-your-nose window. 
Strange but true. None of my 
children can blow their noses. 
At times of deepest maternal 
insecurity, this is the one that 
keeps me awake at night - in 
years to come Oliver Sacks 
will probably write a study of 
them: The Children Who 
Couldn 't Blow their Noses. 

YOU WOULD THINK the 
children would be pleased to 
be allergen-free. Not a bit of 
it. They’re all desperate to be 
allergic to something - 1 think 
they see it as part of the 
package of modern child- 
hood: trainers, Playstation 
and inhaler. And as I've giv- 


en in on the first two, they 
think it can't be long before 
I break on the third. I bad 
hoped to appeal to their 
News round -formed con- 

sciences cm the trainers issue, 
citing Third World exploita- 
tion and immoral profits but 
I had not reckoned on the 
power of Nike. A shopping ex- 
pedition with the 13-year-old 
is painful at the best of times 
- it’s like having a stalker he 
trails three yards behind to. 
avoid the horrible possibility 
of anyone making a connec- 
tion between the two of us. 
When trainers are involved 1 
have learnt to vacate my body 
and hover above on another 


spiritual plane, leaving boy 
and cheque book to argue it 
ouL This time the 11 -year-old 
insisted an coming along with 
his awn agenda. He wanted to 
make sure his older brother 
got ones that weren’t “sad" 
and would therefore reflect 
badly on him, bul on the oth- 
er hand were not so cool that 
they were better than his. 
Bless. 

A FRIEND OF MINE learnt 
a valuable lesson this week. 
We were having lunch when 
her oldest son. who was Ql. 
came downstairs looking pale 
and miserable. A few words 
of sympathy from his moth- 


er and his two-year-old sister 
started screaming and crying. 
“What's the mauerwilh her? 
Is she going to be sick?" pan- 
icked Sally. “I think you’ll 
find,” I said in my best 
expericnced-mother-of-four, 
smug-psychiatrist tones, “that 
Daisy is just voicing her dis- 
pleasure at finding Toby the 
centre of attention" “Ob, do 
you think so?" breathed Sally 
in pathetically grateful moth- 
er-of-three tones, just as 
Daisy threw up the entire 
contents of her stomach into 
her mother's lap. And the 
moral is - never take advice 
from a woman whose children 
can’t blow their noses. 
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Ministers lost in 
the welfare forest 


The Prime Minister was without doubt one of those boys who was up all 
night swotting before the exams. He is a deadline-driven politician who 
leaves things to the last minute. Welfare reform is the most glaring example 
yet of his failure to think difficult issues through. 

Before the election be made a number of grand and not necessarily com- 
patible statements. One of the more important was (in this newspaper): 

see huge inequalities in wealth and opportunity and believe they should 
be corrected.’' Others were made less publicly, to the effect that lone moth- 
ers were feckless and the young unemployed should be forced to get off 
their backsides. Closer to the election Tony Blair delivered not policies but 
streamlined slogans: hand-ups not hand-outs; work as the best way out of 
poverty; a national childcare strategy. This broad-brush approach was good 
It was quite right to drop the old left-wing assumption that tax-and-spend 
was the answer to ail social ills. 

But there was no detail. And since the election, there have so far been 
only gestures. The new prime minister made his first speech on a deprived 
housing estate in south London and talked of die multiple causes of “social 
exclusion - . The Labour Party's most radical thinker in this area, Frank Field, 
was given a big ministerial post. Now, here was a man with a blueprint 
But though Blair liked Mr Field's rhetorical lines about family and duty, 
the detailed scheme was a Heath Robinson contraption that would never 
have worked. 

So who did be appoint to cut this Gordian knot? Hamel Hannan, an 
arch-moderniser who bad lost the confidence of the Labour Party while 
failing to convince the wider public that she could do her sums. 

After the public relations disaster of the vote to enact (next month) the 
Conservative cut in benefits for new lone parents, Mr Blair took to the 
country to “self” his welfare reforms. But what are they? All he has sold 
so far is the proposition that the present system is not working and that 
we should not be afraid to change iL Meanwhile, Ms Harman was asking 
her friends to rally round and save her job. 

Little wonder, then, that the Government approaches the Budget in two 
weeks' time with its welfare polity in tatters. Last week we thought - for a 
moment - that Mr Blair had a plan after all; that the lone parent benefit 
fiasco had been a bad dream; that it was all going to be put right in the 
Budget and all poor parents - single, double, in work or out - would be 
better off. It did not take long to realise that this was a desperate bid by 
Ms Harman to spin a series of highly technical Budget options into a ta- 
pestry depicting her higher virtues. We can hardly blame the Social Secu- 
rity Secretary for resorting to the women's network in the face of such cattraess 
from the old boys', but it would have helped if sums involved in the great 
scheme for giving back with the other hand had been done correctly. 

U turns out that, while lone parents in work will benefit - as had al- 
ready been leaked on behalf of the Chancellor himself- from the new Work- 
ing Fainilies Tax Credit, new lone parents who choose to look after children 
(such as under-fives) at home will still be worse off from next month. Mean- 
while, ambitious plans to give tax relief worth up to three-quarters of the 
cost of child care are highly tentative, and would not begin until next April 
at the earliest. 

But this is only one part of the welfare reform forest where ministers 
cannot see the wood for the trees. The Government has a good story to 
tell on its ambitious plan to get the long-term unemployed off benefits and 

into work, or training It failed utterly to sett fae imposition oi university 

tuition fees as a measure of social justice to reverse the subsidy to the mid- 
dle dosses. And. as we report today, it wQl put up NHS prescription charges 
to £5.80. further undermining the principle of universal free health care 
for trivial revenue gain. 

ft is a miserable mess, although not fli-intent/oned, and some progress 
towards a fairer society might be made by the time of the next election. 
But a lot of time has already been wasted, a lot of people have been need- 
lessly offended (the disabled, pensioners and students) and one unlrin d 
cut has been endorsed- Ms Harman should go, but Mi Blair should take 
the blame. 





Student power: undergraduates from Emmanuel College taking part in the annual Cambridge Rag Week. Last year more than £73,000 was raised for good causes 

Photograph: Brian Harris. A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on 0(71-293 2534 


Murdoch’s censors 


LETTERS 


Save the arts 


A kiss is just a kiss... 



He smoked but he didn't inhale. Now it seems the President and Monica 
Lewinsky kissed but didn't have an “improper relationship". Although the 
While House denies iL The same White House whose spokesman said there 
was “nothing innocent or simple" about Bill Clinton's relationship with 
Monica. Thai spokesman. Mike McCurry. ihen said he must have been 
“out of his mind" and that he was "in the doghouse" as a result of what 
seemed like a welcome outbreak of straight speaking. But neither state- 
menu it has been noticed, amounted to a denial. 

It cannot he long now before the tissue of half-truths and leaks is stripped 
away and something resembling the truth is told. The American press have 
been forced on to the defensive by an aggressive campaign by the White 
House, but not a single thing reported so far has been shown to be untrue. 

Maybe it should not matter what the President gets up to in Oval Office 
alcoves, but it has become part of a pattern of slipperiness from which Mr 
Clinton nearly escaped when he left the Arkansas governor's mansion, but 
against which he will now inevitably be judged. 

He smoked hut didn't inhale. They had a “physical relationship" but it wasn't 
.sc.xuaL He spoke hut we couldn't hear. He is in office, but not in power. 


THE SHAMEFUL treatment of 
Chris Patten’s book, and of his edi- 
tor, Stuart Proffitt, reveals much of 
bow Rupert Murdoch's censorship 
works. However, that censorship’s in- 
sidious nature has deep roots. 

TVo years ago, I completed my 
autobiography and sent it to my ed- 
itor at HarperCollins. then my pub- 
lisher. I had every reason to expect 
its speedy acceptance and publica- 
tion. My friendly editor, Malcolm Ed- 
wards. bad written to me on holiday 
in Cyprus commenting on an earli- 
er draft, saying, “You have 85-90 per 
cent of a tremendous book.” 

At that time, HauperCoUios was 
I undergoing one of its purges. The 
purge, as for as an outsider can de- 
termine, left Malcolm Edwards in 
charge of Eclion lists and Stuart Prof- 
fitt of non-fiction. An unprecedent- 
ed four months' silence followed 
Malcolm's receipt of ray manuscript 
He wrote finally, a civil and rather 
despairing letter, saying that the sales 
department bad decided that my 
book would sell only two thousand 
copies. 

This is a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
When editors are ruled by the sales 
force and those above them, the at- 
mosphere is poisonous for both au- 
thors and editors. I left 
HarperCollins in March last year. 
Shortly afterwards. Malcolm also left 
Now Stuart has also gone. When 
such authors as Doris Lessing and 
Fay Weldon also leave, the sales force 
will have the place to themselves. 

My autobiography will appear 
from Little Brown this autumn. 
BRIAN WALD ISS 
Oxford 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056, ; e-mail : letters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a posted address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


been beard to say that the low price 
is possible because of the enhanced 
advertising revenue which results 
from the increase in sales. Howev- 
er, experience has shown that low 
pricing can be the result of an or- 
ganisation enjoying a cross-subsidy 
from some other activity. 

It is here that the need far a Mo- 
nopolies Commission inquiry be- 
comes manifest. Is the low price in 
truth justified by enhanced adver- 
tising revenues? Or is it achieved by 
cross-subsidy from other activities, 
such as those in China, or those of 
Mr Murdoch's TV empire general- 
ly? And is it because of the possible 
effect on a cross-subsidy from ac- 
tivities in China, that what happened 
in respect of HarperCollins took 
place? 

Because of the importance of a 
free press the whole matter of the 
pricing and conduct of the Murdoch 
empire ought to be examined by the 
Monopolies Commission. 
STEPHEN GRATWICX QC 
Sevenoaks. Kent 


IT APPEARS to be suggested by the 
media that the underlying reason why 
Chris Patten has withdrawn his book 
from HarperCollins is that the own- 
er, Rupert Murdoch, did not wish to 
publish a book which might upset die 
Chinese government. This is appar- 
ently because Mr Murdoch has busi- 
ness interests in China. 

This suggestion seems to me to 
be relevant to the question which was 
raised recently about the alleged 
predatory pricing of The Times news- 
paper. Officials of The Times have 


WOULD YOU please stop giving 
details of Rupert Murdoch's empire? 
Not only can I not bring myself to 
buy The Sun or The Tones, or to sub- 
scribe to Sky TV, but now I cannot 
consider buying any HarperCollins 
books. My freedom of choice is be- 
ing restricted. 

JOHN PALMER 
Watetiooville, Hampshire 


fundraising events. One of these 
events was the recent auction at 
Sotheby’s in New York. 

While it is true that the Ameri- 
can Masters of Foxhounds Associa- 
tion gave a generous donation to the 
Campaign for Hunting, as a gesture 
of solidarity, for which we are most 
grateful, there is no record of any 

contribution bran the “VS shooting 
lobby”. 

Similarly there is no truth what- 
soever in the suggestion that the 
march has been "hijacked” by any- 
one, for political or any other rea- 
sons. The Countryside Alliance is not 
linked to any political party it is a 
moot point whether the country 
community is more distrustful of the 
present government than it was of 
the last. 

What is important is that the most 
law-abiding section of our commu- 
nity isconcCTned, frightened, and get- 
ting very angry, and it should be 
dearly understood that the one is- 
sue that focuses this anger is the 
threat to bunting. 

LordMANCROFT 
Deputy Chairman 
Countryside Alliance 
London SE11 


although I enjoy roast chicken I can- 
not bring myself to wring its neck. 
GEOFF STOVOLD 
Tunbridge Mils, Kent 


LIFE would be much easier if the 
protagonists in the fox-hunting de- 
bate were more honest, about their 
. motives. Then the prv-duat /b66y 
~ would stop talking about rural em- 
ployment and conservation and 
would admit that they like killing fox- 
es because it’s good fiin: and die anti- 
hunt lobby would admit they hate 
fox-hunting because foxes are nice 
furry creatures similar to teddy bears 
or Wambles. 

Wis could then get our genetic en- 
gineers to cross a slug with a grey- 
hound and produce a slimy thing 
than ran very fast and would be fun 
to hunt, and nobody would care if it 
got killed. 

PETE BARRETT 
Colchester. Essex 


IT IS excellent to see The Indepen- 
dent instigating a campaign for the 
arts, so urgently needed at the mo- 
ment. . 

There is one important proviso 
however, fands gathered either froa 
sponsorship or through tax deduc- - 
tion tend to benefit the established 
and the conservative. It is essential, 
even if your initiative is succes&fti, 
that pressure for strong public sub- 
sidy continues, otherwise the orig- 
nal and adventurous will suffer. 
With retnaskaNe exceptions, lfe 
circumstances regarding contempt- if 
rary music in the USA -and the im- 
poverished position of the National 
Endowment for the Arts there 
should be a warning against placing 
too much faith in private donatiois 
as the source of long-term creative 
development 
GEORGE BENJAMIN 
Artistic consultant, Sounding the ‘ 
Century 
BBC 

London W1 • 


Train or car 


Titanic errors 


NICK BROWN, managing director 
of Midland Mainline, thinks it is nM 
unreasonable to charge more for 


Countryside March 


THE Countryside March has been 
funded by contributions from the 
thousands of people taking part 
and by the Countryside Alliance 
(“US shooting lobby funds country- 
side march”, 26 February). Hie 
Countryside AUamoe is funded by its 
members’ annual subscriptions, by 
contributions from the bunting com- 
munity via the Campaig n for Hunt- 
ing, and by donations and 


I KEEP two dogs, a collie and a 
lurcher. The collie is highly intelli- 
gent, contemplative and responsive. 
It eats meat but is so refined that it 
is incapable of killing The lurcher 
is a simpler beast, a tad more prim- 
itive, but a superb hunter thar could 
easily survive without me. 

Ibday in our society most of us 
are coflies. W: eat meat but are emo- 
tionally incapable of killing. Instead 
we employ a minority of lurchers to 
breed, grow, km and butcher our 
meat for us. Is it right that we should 
now seek to impose our collie val- 
ues on these lurchers, whilst at the 
same time expecting them to con- 
tinue to fin our plates? 

L a collie, love and admire my 
lurcher friends and feel shame that 


1 WAS amazed that Alan Sanderson 
should seek to defend the reputation 
of his grandfather. Bruce Ismay 
(letter, 26 February). 

As chairman of White Star Line, 
he must have approved of the deci- 
sion to equip the Titanic with fewer 
lifeboat places than the total num- 
ber of passengers and crew, contrary 
to the ship designer’s original plan. 
This was legal at the time, but sure- 
ly morally indefensible. 

As for being “ordered into the last 
boar, it is on record that other first- 
class passengers, among them Mr 
and Mis Strauss, owners of Mary’s 
of New York, chose not to take up 
places in the lifeboats. 

We cannot all rise to such nobil- 
ity. but when we foil, a dignified si- 
lence in the face of adverse comment 
is surely the proper response. 
DORENEBORRIE 

( Lady Barrie) 

Abbots Morton. Worcestershire 


people who wish for spontaneity nr • \hl' j J J 

flexibility in rail travel {letter. 27 ftb? ‘ * » 11 1 i |Y’\ t 


ruary). At a time when it is gener- 
ally accepted that we need to cub 
car use, I fed he is missing the point. 
The great virtue of the ear is that it 
does allow for a large degree of flm- 
ibility. By hiking up the price of turn- 
up- and -go tickets. Midland Mainline 
is not likely to persuade the average 
motorist to give up their car in 
favour of rail traveL 
DANIEL JOHNSON 
London Wl 


Benny’s one-liner 

MY RECOLLECTION of Jack 
Benny's one-liner differs from Dud- 
ley Do usi’s (letter, 27 February). 
Prompted by the mugger’s repealed 
threat, “Your money or your life”, 
Benny lazily replies, “Okay, okay - 
I’m thinking about it-” 

MICHAEL SHACKEL 
Sanderstead, Surrey 


Major and Murdoch — Will he pull the book? Will he see the story? Will he get the joke? 



MILES 

KINGTON 


IT HAS BEEN a very tense weekend for 
me. I haven't mentioned this before, but 
I have spent a lot of time recently work- 
ing with John Major ou his forthcoming 
autobiography (I do the jokes, he does the 
owning up and apologising ) and so when 
this HarperCollins fuss broke. I natural- 
ly wondered If my cushy hole number had 
come to an end. 

Mark you. the news reports did say that 

many leading writers were thinking of leav- 
ing HarpefCbllins in protest against Mur- 
doch's high-handedness, and that 
obviously wouldn't include John Major, 
who has never been thought of as a 
writer of any kind. On the other hand, pub- 
lishers always think it's a great coup to se- 
cure the memoirs of the outgoing prime 
minister. (Not many people realise that die 
reason Rupert Murdoch is toadying up to 
Tony Blair, and vice versa, is so that 
HarperCollins can get firs! bite at the Blair 


autobiography after be leaves Downing 
Street. Oh, yes. old Rupert plans way 
ahead.) So Major’s book remains a big 
catch for Murdoch. 

So I didn’t want John Major with- 
drawing from the big league. 

Specially if I was still working with him. 

Anyway, I gave him a ring al the week- 
end to see how the land lay. Mr Major is 
still understandably cautious about being 
rung up, but we have a code we use to iden- 
tify each other. It goes like this. 

Major: Hello, Prime Minister speaking.. . 
Me: Not any more, Tm afraid, sir... 
Major: My goodness, no, you’re right! 

We chatted about this and th at (crick- 
et, mostly ) and then I popped the big ques- 
tion. 

“So, what about this HarperCollins 
business, then?" 

“Well” said the ex-premier, “thanks for 
the last lot of jokes, though fm afraid I 


didn't quite understand that one about 
Norman Lament and the one-legged nun. 
Could you explain it again?" 

“I'm not really talking about the writ- 
ing of OUT book, sir. I was thinking about 
this fuss about Chris Patten and Rupert 
Murdoch.” 

“What fuss ?" 

“It was in all the papers.” 

“Not in my paper-” 

Of course, I remembered then that Mr 
Major gets The Tones. So I found myself 
having to explain the whole thing to Mr 
Major, about how his friend Chris had had 
his book chucked out by Murdoch’s com- 
pany because it was very rude about the 
Chinese top brass with whom Mr Murdoch 
hopes to deal, and how some writers were 
threatening to leave HarperCollins in 
tympatby. 

“So you see, sir,” I said, “this pots you 
in a situation of some delicacy." 


“I see,” said Mr Major. “You mean, I 
will now have to go through my book tak- 
ing out all nide remarks about the Chi- 
nese?” 

“Not really,” I said. “What it means is 
that you may have to reconsider your po- 
sition." 

“Oh, come onTsaid Mr Major. “When 
I was in politics, that was shorthand far 
thinking about resigning!" 

“That’s what I'm talking about." 

“Resigning from what?” 

Patiently I explained that some people 
might expect him to take his book away 
from HarperCollins, partly in protest 
against Murdoch’s dictatorship, partly in 
sympathy with Ins old chum Chris and part- 
ly in protest against the presence of an il- 
literate capital C in the middle of the word 
HarperCollins. 

“Why should I resign?” said Mr Ma- 
jor hotly. “I have done nothing wro ng! I 


do not see this as a resigning matter!” 
“With respect, sir," I said, “you're be- 
having as if you were still in charge. No- 
body is asking you to resign as 
admission of failure. But there arc other 
kinds of resignation besides resignati on at 
the top. There might be pressure on you 
to resign in protest against what the man 
in charge is doing. Namely, Mr Rupert 
Murdoch. Or, as he is known inside the 
Vatican, Sir Rupert Murdoch ” 

There was a silence atthis. loouldhave 
bit my lip. I should know better bv n otf 
than to fry jokes on Mr Major. 

“I’ll ring you back on this one,” he said, 
and rang off. 

When he does come back to me, m tty 
testing his moral stance tty asking him 3T 
he intends to resign from the MCC orefr 
their refusal to admit women, which heb** 
publicly condemned. I'll ler you knem 
which way he jumps. ! 
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Now that the windows are all 
smashed, what happens next? 



PAUL 

VALLELY 


CUNNING 

BANKERS 


It is axiomatic at international gatherings that 
the more diverse the group, the more bland 
the statement at the end of the meeting. 
Which may explain why a group of 30 of the 
world's leading religious figures conjured a 
communique at Lambeth Palace the other 
day which was positively soporific. After all, 
it did have to encompass the worldview of 
the Bahai, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, 
Jewish, Muslim, Sikh and Taoist faiths, not 
to mention one of the roost unyielding of re- 
ligious dogmas, that of the free-market 
economists of the World Bank. 

The meeting was hosted jointly by Dr 
George Carey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and James Wolfensohn, the President of the 
World Bank. Its subject was the relationship 
between religion and development Its del- 
egates included a variety of luminaries from 
the Crown-Prince of Jordan to the head of 
the Vatican's Justice and Peace pontifical 
commission and a Lutheran bishop who is 
a member of the Masai tribe. You might be 
forgiven for wondering if it was all a mas- 
sive PR job. Certainly one of those present 
in the meeting voiced such a concern. Wasn’t 
it all window-dressing? asked the Hindu, Dr 
Vandona Shiva. 

“You’ve smashed all our windows,’’ was 
the devastating reply from Wolfensohn who 
went on to acknowledge that the B anks ' 
Structural Adjustment Programmes had not 
always been sufficiently conscious of the need 
to protect the Third World’s poorest people. 
The rest of us knew this. Too often, also, its 
medium-term policies were in conflict with 
the short-term exigencies of the approach of 
the International Monetary Fund. Too often, 
in addition, its grandiose schemes for dams 
and power stations further enriched the 
wealthy caste in poor countries, or increased 
trade or GDP, but did nothing to help the 
really poor. 

Now here it was repenting, in private, be- 
fore the world's religions. What was going 
on? “Wc used to arrive and look at a coun- 
try purely economically,’' said one Bank of- 
ficial privately. “We ignored the cultural 
capital of the society: how the family works, 
how apprenticeships work, what is the role 
of the mosque. Our attitude to cultural tra- 
ditions was only that these were museum fod- 
der for tourism. We failed to understand the 
role these play in making a society work. In 
the absence of the social and the cultural we 
were promoting a lobotomised 
development." 

There was, admittedly, something venal 
about the conversion. “Look around," said 


the official. “Everyone in this room can mo- 
bilise millions of people." The faiths bad 
three strengths denied to the powerful self- 
consciously secular Bank. "They have the 
moral authority to stand in the public square 
and denounce corruption. They have detailed 
knowledge of what goes on at the grass roots. 
And they have effective organisations and 
delivery systems." As if to prove the point 
at that moment a diminutive figure in bright 
orange robes padded by. “Have you seen the 
Aga Kahn?" he asked. He was Swami Vibud- 
hesha Teertha, one of India's most senior 
Hindu monks. His fiat determines the eco- 
nomic, transport and education policies in 
L250 villages and towns and hundreds of pri- 
mary and secondary schools. 

Even so there ore many back at the World 
Bank who regard Wolfensobn's latest idea 
as “flakey". They took a similarly dim view 
of his insistence, after he took over in 1995, 
that the top 400 of its 10,000 employees each 
had to go and live in a Third World slum for 
one week. That was why the concluding state- 
ment was so bland. "We wanted nothing too 
emotional or laden with the vocabulary of 
faith which those back in Washington could 
dismiss,” said one of the drafters. 

Tlie plan now is too set up a number of 
joint Bank-Faith action groups alongside ex- 
emplary practical projects. The Bank wants 
to finance the training of Buddhist monks 
in reconciliation skills in Cambodia. In 
Anandpur, where the Sikh brotherhood 



A gap Co be bridged: Wolfensohn (left) 
and Carey Photograph: PA 


was founded in 1699, a project is to be en- 
couraged to control the growth of the town 
in a way which embodies Sikh values, using 
solar power and recycled waste as energy 
sources, developing alternative transport 
mechanisms and setting up 5,000 light in- 
dustrial units which only produce environ- 
men tally-sustainable goods. 

"This is a post-Enlightenmcnt world, 
not a post-religious one," said one senior 
Bank official “As governments have lost their 
legitimacy so people have turned to faith and 
the social contract has been renegotiated. It 
is the religions which stand between the state 
and the market - both of which people don’t 
fully trust - as communities which are trust- 
ed, which link the macro and the micro, and 
which protect the interests of the poor. Give 
us a year and we'll show you something new." 
The risk, of course, is that the religions may 
find themselves being used merely to add re- 
spectability to an unpopular secular agenda. 
But, just perhaps, something worthwhile 
might emerge. It is a risk worth taking. 


Sadly for Mr Blair the copyright he 
craves has already been claimed 



TOM . 
SUTCLIFFE 

AN ALIBI FOR 
PLEASURE 


In 1824 construction began on a plea- 
sure dome on a site between Albany 
Street and Cambridge Terrace, on the 
fringes of Regent's Park. It was even- 
tually to be called the Colosseum and 
it was conceived on a suitably grand 
scale. Designed by a young architect 
called Dedmus Burton, its central fea- 
ture was a rotunda with a dome 30 feet 
wider than St Paul's and 1 12 feet high 
at its apex. 

There was no controversy about 
what it would contain. It had bear specif- 
ically constructed to house what was 
then the largest panorama ever paint- 
ed - a 134 foot diameter depiction of 
the view from the very pinnacle of St 
Paul's (the painter, a topographical artist 
called Thomas Homor, had actually con- 
structed a but above the cross and ball 
of Wren’s cathedral, mounted oh pre- 
carious looking scaffolding). No less than 
46,000 square feet of canvas were to be 
covered with a meticulous representa- 
tion of every street, facade and rooftop 
visible from that vantage point. 

By contrast with the Millennium 
Dome, of course, the Colosseum was a 
relatively modest enterprise - its ex- 
panses of daubed canvas a mere pock- 
et-handkerchief alongside the prairie of 
Teflon-coated fabric which will soon be 
hoisted into position south of the 
Thames. But if the architectural di- 
mensions (not to mention the building 
costs) show evidence of inflationary pres- 
sure there is still a kind of kinship be- 
tween Homer's enterprise and Mr 
Mandelson’s great adventure. 

When the contents of the Millenni- 
um Dome were unveiled last week, to the 
accompaniment of a bracing sermon 
from the Prime Minister on the virtues 
of positive thinking and the vice of cyn- 
icism, it was striking to see how traditional 
they were. The carapace of the exhibits 
might look futuristic and the inner- 
workings might be technologically ad- 
vanced but the essential spirit - that of 
improving spectacle - strikes a much 
more venerable note. Its showmanship 
& essentially Victorian and almost every 
exhibit strikes some kind of echo with the 
didactic attractions of Victorian London. 

Hike Wyld’s Great Globe, for ex- 
ample, a commercial spectacle con- 
structed where Leicester Square is now 
situated. This huge hollow sphere car- 
ried on its inside surface a relief map 



Back to the future: moderniser or Victorian? 

Photomontage: Mark Hayman 


of the world (constructed from 6,000 
plaster casts - the Victorians were as 
fond of breathtaking statistics as we are 
today). Spectators entered through An- 
tartica and could view the surface of the 
world - including the satisfactory evi- 
dence of expanding British dominion - 
from a series of viewing platforms. Hie 
Great Globe was so unimpeachable a 


sentatiori of knowledge as a grand day 
out with the added bonus of self-im- 
provement. The Victorians were peer- 
less at the creation of such diversions, 
in particular at exploiting the way in 
which information could provide an al- 
ibi for pleasure. 

This was a period, too, when a place 
of public resort could be railed the Foly- 


Labour is as Victorian a government as we 
have had for years in its moral sternness 
and occasional fits of priggishness but they 
have a problem in galvanising historical glory 


recreation that even that most extreme 
fundamentalist Philip Gosse rook his son 
Edmund to see it, just as, one imagines, 
dutiful parents will guide their children 
through the carefully de-sexed colossus 
that will house the Dome’s Body Zone. 

Browse through Richard Aitick's 
wonderful account of Victorian enter- 
tainment, The Shows of London, and you 
are repeatedly struck by the same blend 
of education and recreation that char- 
acterises the Dome exhibits, its pre- 


technic Institutes (their big draw being 
a diving bell in which intrepid visitors 
could undertake a total immersion ex- 
perience) and when the oxy hydrogen mi- 
croscope -a device which could project 
magnified slides - was as indispensable 
an attraction as a virtual reality head- 
set. Sometimes the desire to feed the 
public's appetite for edifying novelty 
took rather peculiar turns - as with 
Richardson's Rock Harmonicon, an 
instrument modelled on the xylophone 


“ and constructed toyer a period of 13 
years) by a Cumberland mason, who 
■ carved each stone key until it gave the 
; right tonal response to- being whacked - 
- with a malleLThe repertory Included 
extracts from Beethoven, Rossini and 
' Haydn and the instrument was played 
Ity.Riclmtfson's sons, wlio billed them* 

. selves as “the Original RockBand". Had 
they been around today they would al- 
most certainly have been invited to a 
. Number Ten drinks party. 

And if the Dome is essentially Vic- 
torian in its attitudes - a cathedral to 
technological optimism and social im- 
provement — it is surely consistent with 
the overall moral tone of the current 
government Listen to Tbny Blair in al- 
most any speech and you can hear the 
exhortatoiy prose of Samuel Smiles, the 
very first guru of self-help. “It is the men 
. that advance m the highest and best di- 
rections, who are the true beacons of 
human progress", wrote Smiles in an es- 
say on Character. “They are as lights set 
upon a HilL, ill uminin g die moral at- 
mosphere around them; and the light 
of their spirit continues to shine upon 
all succeeding generations". 

Change a few words here and there 
and you would have a Blair speech about 
Britain’s role in the world, gleaming with 
inspirational lighting effects. Even the 
rather preachy invitations to look upon 
. the future with, muscular confidence 
have their counterparts in Smiles’ pos- 
itivism: “The habit of viewing things 
cheerfully, and of thinking about life 
hopefully, may be made to grow up in 
us like any other habit". Smiles wrote 
in his best-seller Self-Help. “It was not 
an exaggerated estimate of Dr Johnson 
to say, that the habit of looking at the 
best side of any event is worth more than 
a thousand pounds a year." Hoping to 
persuade journalists to look aL the bcsL 
side of the Millennium event. Blair 
struck a very similar note of bootstrap 
philosophy. 

In my view this isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing -you have to go a long way io find 
a society as dedicated to the idea of 
steady amelioration as the Victorians, 
or a time in which there was such opti- 
mism about the susceptabOity of human 
problems to the energy of individual cit- 
izens. Some of it was misguided, some 
of it mendacious, but we’ve coasted on 
their legacy through a large part of the 
current century - using but not repair- 
ing their drains, allowing (heir rail net- 
works to die back from a branching 
profusion, impoverishing their galleries 
and museums. 

If we are to succeed in the next mil- 
lennium there are far worse models we 
might look to. When the 1951 Festival 
of Britain was in foil swing much was 
made of the historical coincidence of an- 
other Eliza be than age. Past historical 
Rories were enlisted as a galvanizing ex- 
ample for future efforts. The only prob- 
lem for the Labour party - as Victorian 
a government as we have bad for years 
in its moral sternness and occasional fits 
of priggishness - is that they can't eas- 
ily do the same thing. Someone else brat 
them for the copyright on Victorian 
values. 


n Why William was a Good Thing... unlike Bad King John 



GLENDA 

COOPER 


Cleanliness, the 
scientists now say, 
can be rather 
unhealthy You 
have been warned 


It is news that will cheer the 
heart of every tousled-haired, 
dirty finger-nailed, black-knced 
kid around. William Brown 
has finally won. Dirt is good for 
you. A survey by the Institute 
of Child Health in Bristol Uni- 
veisity has found that grubby 
children may be their mothers* 
despair hut they are in fact 
healthier. 

Scientists have discovered 
that children who bathe daily 
(and wash their hands more 
than five times a day) are 25 per 
ccm more likely to have asth- 
ma than their dirtier friends. 
And those who bathe least are 
the healthiest of the lot. The ex- 
planation that the ICH have 
come up with for this is that 
washing at an early age may 
have a direct effect on the 


child s unmune system, leaving 
them more vulnerable and sen- 
sitive to allergens. 

Hurrah say a zillion adoles- 
cent boys who spend hours 
avoiding the bathroom - until 
of course they discover girls and 
have to be prised out of there. 
But to be honest I don't think 
it needed a survey of 14,000 
children in the Bristol area to 
prove dean children pick things 
up. It's a problem all Loo many 
mothers will be familiar with - 
the Nitty Nora Syndrome. Send 
vour children to school with 
shining clean hair and you can 
guarantee they'll come back 
with head lice. Meanwhile the 
disgusting oiks down the road 
arc still nit-free. 

But history and literature 
could have taught us the danger 


of obsessive washing. The Ro- 
man empire did absolutely fine, 
conquering most of Europe and 
seemingly invincible until they 
started concentrating <hi Roman 
baths^uid then suddenly it was 
Nero fiddling while Rome 
burned and making his horse a 
senior member of government. 
The other famous bather of the 
ancient world is of course 
Cleopatra, who it was said liked 
bathing in asses' milk for her 
complexion. The practice may 
have made her one of the most 
famous lovers in history hut it 
dearly lost her the kingdom. 

Cleanliness is not necessar- 
ily next to godliness. As 1066 
And All That puts it, one of the 
deanest kings of England was 
Bad King John who "demon- 
strated his utter incompetence 


by losing his Crown and all his 
dotfaes in the Wish". If he’d just 
fished them out of the linen bas- 
ket to see if they’d do another 
day, the whole tragedy might 
have been averted. The book 
a]so daddy hints that the Order 
of the Bath was seen as an ex- 
treme form of torture in the 
Middle Ages. 

Cleanliness has of course not 
had the best press when it 
comes to psychological matters. 
Think for example of Lady 
Macbeth. It's popularly been as- 
sumed that her sleepwalking 
and obsessive handwashing 
springs from guilt over Dun- 
can’s murder. Sadly it's more 
likely the spur was that Lady 
Macduff might be passing ru- 
mours that the new queen has 
dirty fingernails, which is why 


she wails that "all the per- 
fumes of Araby will not sweet- 
en this little hand". (It's now 
also believed that Ophelia 
didn't commit suicide but lost 
her balance after over-vigorous 
application of a loofah during 
some extra-mural bathing). 

No. a little bit of dirt did no 
one any harm, as Just William 
can testify. While his arch en- 
emies the Hubert Laneites 
were languishing on their beds 
sick with only an improving his- 
tory book to keep them com- 
pany, William and the Outlaws 
were out saving the day, gelling 
five shilling rewards and 
munching through endless 
slices of layer cakes. A smat- 
tering of grubbiness is a small 
price to pay for what sounds like 
a vastly more exciting life. 




In the latest episode of (he Harry 
Evans v Toby Young feud, Evans, 
the husband of Tina Brown and 
editorial director of the NY Daily 
News. has told another New York 
paper, “I worry that if I stop 
screwing up. he [Young] won't have 
a livelihood. I might have to walk 
naked down Fifth Avenue so he 
has something to write about " 
Perhaps Evans won't have to 
disrobe and go for an urban ramble 
quite yet- One of his employees at 
the Daily New has reported that 
Evans is having difficulty finding 
his way around his new offices. 
Every lime he goes to the lavatory, 
he has to ask for directions hack to 
his desk. And there is another 
report indicating that battle fatigue 
may already be taking its toil on 
the valiant former Sunday Times 
editor. Not long ago the telephone 
rang in the home of a London 
friend of his. When she picked up 


the receiver, she was stunned to 
hoar Harry say, “Hello, could I 
speak to Harry Evans please." 

Word circulating around the Law 
Society Ls that the Lord Chancellor 
is seeking to move the start of the 
legal year from October 1st. The 
ostensible reason? The fancy dress 
parade that accompanies Ibis 
annual judicial milestone will clash 
with this year’s Labour 
Conference. However, so the 
rumour goes, there is some 
resistance to the postponement 
from both the legal profession and 
the Labour Party. Neither would be 
exactly heartbroken if Lord Irvine 
was occupied elsewhere. 

Fundamentalist Christians in the US 
have proclaimed a new “Eleventh 
Commandment* for the Clinton 
White House. “Thy shah not put thy 
rod in thine staff . " 



British documentary filmmaker 
Nick Broomfield’s investigative 
epic about the suicide of Kurt 
Cobain, Kurt and Courtney, finally 
got its premiere screening in San 
Francisoo on Friday evening. This 
followed Courtney Love's success 
in having the film yanked out of 
the Sundance Festival in January. 

“She sent a last minute 
threatening letter to the Roxy 


Cinema on Friday," reports 
Broomfield, "but they went ahead 
and showed it anyway. The 
premiere was like a zoo. It was 
great." 

Among those in the audience 
were Sean Penn, his wife Robin 
Wright, Divine Brown (Hugh 
Grant's brief acquaintance) and a 
wild assortment of San Francisco 
Mission District denizens. Miss 
Love, who is Cobain’s widow and a 
former member of his grunge 
group Nirvana, has gone on to 
achieve a high profile as a screen 
actress. 

"As far as I know, Courtney 
hasn't seen the film. It looks at all 
the conspiracy theories and 
concludes that none of them are 
true," says Broomfield. TTie BBC 
helped finance the project and 
owns the UK distribution rights. 
Britain’s Generation X-crs just 
can’t wait. 


Since The Angel of the North, the 

colossal sculpture by Anthony 
Gormley, 
was erected 
outside 
Gateshead 
two weeks 
ago, local 
residents 
have been 
trying to 
adapt to 
this 

massive 
arrival on 
the town's 
windswept 
horizon. 

Now they've come up with a 
nickname that should put the 
ambitious artwork into proper 
perspective. They're calling U (See 
picture) “The Gateshead Flasher". 

Pandora 



Angel of the North: 
sexually revealing! 
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The Government h due to pubfish a series of White Pipers on Lifelong 
Learning in eariy 1998, from the DA5E. Scottish and Walsh Offices: This one 
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significant role in Rfelong learning, providing courses at all levels - HND, 
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White Papers af fect this rale* In particular what changes wilt be needed in 
univers i ties' management, access, curriculum and funding? How can higher 
education generally develop hs interface and partn ers h ip with further 
education so deliver the flexible learning opportunities that UMong 
learning demands? 

The conference is for senior managers In higher and further education, 
academies, earners advisers and mining and personnel officers in business 
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Geoffrey Bush 


IN HIS life as a musician, 
Geoffrey Bush combined a 
whole-hearted dedication to 
Leaching and to musical schol- 
arship with a notable career as 
a composer, together with a 
range of bchind-t he -scenes ac- 
tivities particularly for the Per- 
forming Right Society’ Members 
Fund, the Composer's Guild 
and the John Ireland Trust. 

Bush spent five impression- 
able years as a chorister at Sal- 
isbury Cathedral. from 1928 to 
[033. an experience which left 
him with a detailed first-hand 
knowledge of. and lasting love 
fur. the English choral tradition. 
It also inspired him to compose, 
though, when he moved on to 
Lancing College. Jasper Rnop- 
er demanded self-criticism, and 
Bush destroyed everything he 
had written to that date. "Look- 
ing hack", remarked the com- 
poser. "I rather regret my lost 
innocence." 

His dedication to composi- 
tion resulted in lessons with the 
composer John Ireland, with 
whom he remained a lifelong 
friend until Ireland's death in 
[962. Later he became Musical 
Adviser to the John Ireland 
Trust. Ireland encouraged him 
hi enter - successfully - for the 
Ncttleship Scholarship in com- 
position at Balliol College. 
Oxford, where he succeeded 
George Malcolm in 1938. though 
his studies were interrupted by 
the Second World War. 

A pacifist - and later sup- 
porter of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship - 
during the war he became As- 
sistant Warden at the Hostel of 
the Good Shepherd. Tredegar, 
in Monmouthshire, looking af- 
ter difficult evacuee children, in 
an urea of startling deprivation. 
During this time he wrote much 
music, including the puppet 
opera The Spanish Rivals, later 
produced at Brighton in 1948 
and for the Festival of Britain 
in 1951. 

Most of this music was lat- 
er withdrawn, but a violin 
Sonata eventually achieved 
publication. When Bush re- 
lumed to Oxford immediately 
after the war, as a Masefield 
Memorial Student, he was re- 
garded as (he composer in stu- 
dent circles. The composer 
Joseph Horovitz has warm 
memories of (he Sonata, which 
made so strong an impression 
he even now remembers 
whistling it in the street. Despite 
its youthful romanticism, it 
retains its appeal. 

Geoffrey Bush spent his life 
championing British music, as 
scholar and teacher. Yet his lec- 
tures on 20ih-ceniuiy music, 
which inspired many genera- 
tions of first-year BMus students 
at King's College London, 
>hnwed a wide first-hand knowl- 
edge. and no special pleading as 
far as British composers were 
concerned, (hough possibly his 
regard for Prokofiev and 
Shostakovich was apparent. 
[Several students remember 
his generosity with Mars liars as 
an accompaniment for their 
studies of modern music.) 

Bush's career us an educa- 
tionalist sinned as a lecturer 
with the Oxford University 
Extra-Mural Delegacy between 
I947and 1952. He then moved 
to the Extra-Mural Depart- 
ment at London University, 
with which he was associated, in 
various capacities, for over 40 
years (Staff Tutor in Music 
1932-64: Senior Staff Tutor 
190-4 -SO: Music Consultant 
I9K4-S7). He once, in all seri- 
ousness. told me he was over- 
paid as a teacher hut underpaid 
as a composer. 

He was a wonderfully sym- 
pathetic person, remarkable 
for his equable temperament 


and urbane intelligence. Fits lec- 
tures gripped his students, and 
no one ever felt Bush was talk- 
ing down to them. He was self- 
lessly devoted to the PRS 
Members Fund, which he 
chaired for 11 years. 

Bush was visiting Professor 
at King's College London for 
20 years, where he was ap- 
pointed by Thurston Dart in 
1 969. A fiim champion of adult 
education, he was also the 
moving spirit behind the Lon- 
don University External Diplo- 
ma in the History of Music, and 
was the active instigator of the 
Society for Diploma-holders 
from this course, which this year 
celebrates its 24th season. 

His activities extended out- 
side London, to the Extramur- 
al Centre's Summer School at 
Westonbin. for many years. 
The critic Robert Layton re- 
members playing through Schu- 
mann's Piano Concerto with 
Bush on a second piano as ear- 
ly as 1948. Later the end-of- 
coursc pantomime assumed 
legendary status, with Bush 
year after year being the 
prime mover, writing cabaret 
songs in great haste and play- 
ing them all. On these occasions 
another of his passions would 
become evident - Broadway 
musicals. 

Geoffrey Bush was a 
stem critic of his own earlier 
music. Yet his fist of works 
is substantial, dominated by 
songs, including a dozen sets 
or cycles for voice and piano, 
and others for instrumental or 
orchestral accompaniment. 
One or two, especially his set- 
tings of “The Wonder of Won- 
ders" and “Sigh No More 
Ladies", have achieved almost 
classic status. 

His six operas were all writ- 
ten with an eye to practical pro- 
duction. most notably his setting 
of John Drinkwater's play 
X=0, becoming a grippingly 
drawn pacifist opera. The Equa- 
tion (1967). The remainder of 
his output was varied, encom- 
passing some 21 orchestral 
works and music for piano, 
smaller forces and organ. His 
choral works, both unaccom- 
panied and with small orches- 
tra include the widely sung 
Christmas Cantata (1947) and 
the delightful Slimmer Sere- 
nade (1948), settings of seven 



Bush: enthusiasms 

English poets from Thomas 
Dekker to Shelley. 

His First Symphony was pre- 
miered at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival in 1954. and at the Proms 
in 1959. This powerful and en- 
joyable score had the misfortune 
- with the later Second - to be 
seen as a “Cheltenham Sym- 
phony" at the time when, as Bush 
saw it. William Glock engi- 
neered a shift in taste at the BBC. 

A tonal composer who wrote 
tunes had a hard critical t Lrne of 
it in the 1960s. This, temporar- 
ily at least, made it an unac- 
ceptable genre. The Second 
Symphony waited 35 years for 
a second and adequate perfor- 
mance, only ending when it 
was recorded for Lvrita m 1994. 
As a post -Wilton ian symphon- 
ic Bush was remarkably per- 
suasive. the slow movement of 


the first symphony - an “Elegiac 
Blues” in memory of Constant 
Lambert - in particular Show- 
ing more of Bush's heart on his 
sleeve than he may have in- 
tended. Wbat a pity that the fail- 
ure of the Second Symphony, as 
he saw it at the time, resulted 
in his abandoning the form. 

Geoffrey Bush’s scholarly 
work was particularly directed 
towards English songs; he 
edited volumes of Phny and 
Stanford songs and two mis- 
cellaneous volumes covering 
the 19th cenluiy. for Musica Bri- 
tan nica . He also completed 
work on two volumes of Elgar 
songs for the Elgar Edition 

which failed to appear when that 
publication programme halted. 

His composer's tribute to 
John Ireland came in splendidly 
idiomatic performing editions of 
various fragments - including 
the Two Symphonic Studies, 
comprising music from Ire- 
land’s film music for The Over- 
landers. and the incidental 
music for the BBC’s wartime 
production of Julius Caesar, 
edited as Scherzo and Cortege. 
The recording of his recent or- 
chestration of Stanford's Third 
Piano Concerto, commissioned 
for CD. was approved by Bush 
before he died and is scheduled 
for issue by Lyrita before the 
end of the year. 

He was an active tennis play- 
er, but an armchair cricketer. In 
a typical remark on the failure 
of Slerndale Bennett's piano 
sonata The Maid of Orleans he 
wrote: “Since Bennett was a 
cricket enthusiast, it may not be 
inappropriate to recall Lhat 
even Bradman was dismissed 
for nought on his last Test ap- 
pearance. Bennett’s last tunings 
was also a failure." 

He was widely known as a pi- 
anist and in Oxford at the end 
of the war accompanied tbe so- 
prano Sophie Wyss. He was ap- 
pointed as organist at St Luke's, 
Chelsea, in succession to John 
Ireland, in 1946. Later he ap- 
peared as accompanist to his own 
songs, and recorded a range of 
them for Chandos in 1981. 

His sympathetic book Musi- 
cal Creation and the Listener first 
appeared in 1 954. while two vol- 
umes of essays. Left, Right and 
Centre and .4n Unsentimental 
Education, followed in 1983 
and 1990, including autobiog- 
raphy and material previously 
published or broadcast talks. His 
voice is unmistakable, particu- 
larly his precise mode of ex- 
pression. throwaway humorous 
remarks, and occasionally 
waspish asides. 

A lifelong fan of detective 
Fiction, he collaborated with 
his friend tbe composer Bruce 
Montgomery (more familiarly 
known as “Edmund Crispin") in 
the sioiy “Who Killed Bak- 
er?". Bush bad never known his 
father, Christopher Bush, and 
always longed to do so: recent- 
ly he had been thrilled to dis- 
cover that he had published a 
detective story. 

To mark Geoffrey Bush's 
7i)th birthday tbe Songmakers' 
.Almanac promoted a Wigmore 
Hall concert. The programme 
was a typical spectrum of his en- 
thusiasms, and was styled “A 
Celebration of English Song 
1850-1990", including his own. 
The hall was packed and Bush 
went on stage dressed charac- 
teristically in a bright red 
pullover and sporting an equal- 
ly bright yellow bow tic. No one 
present could believe the an- 
niversary this youthful and 
energetic figure was celebrating. 

Lewis Foreman 

Geoffrey Bush, composer and 
teacher: bom London 23 March 
1920: monied 1950 Jufie McKenna 
(two sons); died London 24 
February 1998. 



Two idiots: Morgan, right, as Father Ted, with Ardal O'Hanlon as Father Dougal 

Dermot Morgan 


AS FATHER Ted Crilly, the 
calamity-ridden star of an ir- 
reverent Channel 4 situation 
comedy about a Roman 
Catholic priest on a remote Irish 
island, Dermot Morgan found 
fame in his forties on the oth- 
er side of the Irish Sea after 
years as a stand-up comic in his 
native Ireland. 

Screened in 10 countries 
around the world, with a third 
series completed and due to 
start this Friday, the anarchic 
Father Ted has been one of the 
most successful new television 
comedies of the Nineties, win- 
ning honours at Bafta and the 
British Comedy Awards - and 
sailing close to the wind with a 
cutting-edge humour that is 
rare in British television. 

The bizarre events experi- 
enced by Father Ted, his fellow- 
priests and housekeeper on the 
fictional Craggy Island are of 
the surreal variety rarely seen 
since the days of Monty Python. 
“It doesn't at first glance look 
like a winner." said Morgan in 
an interview with the Indepen- 
dent last year. “But people like 
the characters. If you want the 
audience to stick with you. you 
have to have attractive charac- 
ters. Dougal and Ted are an 
idiot who knows nothing and 
an idiot who thinks he knows 
something but actually knows 
nothing. Ted is an Everyman 
guy. bumbling through life with 
a half-wit - half may even be 
overstating the fraction." 

During his childhood, tbe 
Dublin-born entertainer - 
brought up as a devout Catholic 
- had thoughts about joining 
the priesthood himselfl After 
giving up such ideas, he became 
a teacher of English but start- 
ed writing scripts for Irish 
radio and television before be- 
coming a stand-up comic. He 
even topped the Irish record 
charts with a single entitled 


“Thank You Very Much, Mr 
Eastwood”, a comic song about 
the Irish world boxing champi- 
on Barry McGuigan and his 
manager, the Belfast business- 
man Barney Eastwood. 

Morgan gained a cult fol- 
lowing as Father Trendy in both 
his stand-up comedy act and on 
Irish television in The Mike 
Murphy Show. But his increas- 
ingly risque routine led to Irish 
broadca&ers’ b anning him from 
the air. He became well known 
for his impersonations of the 
former Prime Minister Charles 
Haughey in the satirical RTE 
radio show Scrap Saturday , but 
the programme was axed. The 
Irish president Mary Robin- 
son and the broadcaster and 
journalist Eamon Dunphy - a 
former international footballer 
- were also targets for Morgan's 
satire. 

When the writers Arthur 
Matthews and Graham Linehan 
created Father Ted for the 
British independent company 
Hat Trick, Morgan was consid- 
ered ideal for the starring role 
of a priest spouting his cranky 
philosophies. Ardal O'Hanlon 
and Frank Kelly were cast as his 
fellow unhinged priests - the 
novice Father Dougal McGuire 
and the drunken, elderty Father 
Jack Hackett - trapped in a 
parish house off the west 
coast of Ireland, with Pauline 
McLynn as their housekeeper, 
Mrs Doyle. 

On its first screening id 
1994. Father Ted proved an in- 
stant hit and attracted a loyal 
following of “Ted Heads". Al- 
though there was some criticism 
from outraged Catholics and 
others who claimed it was anti- 
Irish. the series was critically ac- 
claimed, loo, winning the Best 
New Comedy prize at the 1995 
British Comedy Awards and 
subsequently taking the honour 
as Best Situation Comedy for 


two years running. Morgan 
himself won the 1996 Best 
Comedy Actor award following 
the screening of a second series 
that year. 

Dismissing criticisms of tbe 
programme as being anti-Irish, 
Morgan said: “The. show’s 
patently too smart for that. It’s 
not about ‘Paddywackeiy’ 
cliches. It’s essentially a cartoon. 
It's demented. It has its own 
world and as much integrity as 
The Simpsons . 

One of Father Ted " s greatest 
moments was in a 1996 Christ- 
mas special, when he went 
on a shopping expedition with 
six other priests and ended 
up with Dougal in the lingerie 
department of a big store. The 
new series includes a scene 
in which Father Dougal drives 
a bomb-rigged milk float at 
four miles an hour, in a se- 
quence parodying the action 
film Speed. 

Shortly before his untimely 
death, less than two days after 
finishing work on the third se- 
ries, Morgan announced the 
intention to hang up his dog 
collar after three series of the 
comedy for fear of becoming 
typecast. He hoped to star in 
a film about an Archbishop of 
Dublin who in the Fifties 
tried to stop a football match be- 
tween Ireland and Yugoslavia 
because the Yugoslavs were 
Communists, and in a situation 
comedy that he was writing 
with Nick Revell, as well as 
returning to the stand-up 
comedy circuit. 

“There’s a great buzz about 
stand-up.” he said. “I've al- 
ways loved it and that's hard to 
turn your back on.” 

Anthony Hayward 
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Dermot Morgan, actor: bom Dublin 
3 March 1952; married { three 
sons); died kkworth, Middlesex I 
March (998. 


MANCUR OLSON was one of 
the most distinguished econo- 
mists of his generation. His 
doctoral dissertation revolu- 
tionised the way we think about 
political lobbies and almost 
every other sort of social inter- 
action. A later book made con- 
troversial claims about the 
relationship between lobbies 
and growth. His third block- 
buster. not yet published, acute- 
ly analyses which sorts of society 
do well and which do badly os 
they emerge from autocracy. 

Mancur Olson was a farm 
boy from North Dakota, who re- 
tained his Scandinavian accent 
and delightfully plain - indeed 
comically humble - manners 
throughout life. He was surely 
the only world-famous econo- 
mist who prefaced his curricu- 
lum vitae with his social security 
number. 

Oteon graduated from North 
Dakota Agricultural College 
in 1954., and went as a Rhodes 
Scholar to University College. 
Oxford. From there he went to 
Harvard, where his doctorate 
was published in 1965 as The 
Logic of Collective Action. He 
joined the Economics Depart- 
ment at Princeton, and went 
from there for two years to be 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the US Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. 

In. 1969 he went as Profes- 
sor of Economics to the sprawl- 
ing and unfashionable College 
Park campus of the University 
of Maryland. He resisted all of- 
fers to move to more glamorous 
institutions and remained at Col- 
lege Park for the rest of his life. 

The Logic of Collective Action 
was an instant hit Before Ol- 
son. political scientists had as- 
sumed that the interplay of 
pressure groups was the essence 
of democracy. Some got their 
way, others didn’t Well, that 
showed that the first had more 
members than the second, or 
members who cared more 
deeply, or both. So it was right 
and proper that they should get 
their way. This “pluralism" 
both described and celebrated 
lobbying in a democracy. 

Olson pointed out the lata! 
flaw in this complacent argu- 
ment. Some lobbies (e.g. con- 
sumers) are dispersed. Others 
(e.g. producers) are concen- 
trated. All consumers have a 
common interest in keeping 
down the price of cars (or food, 
or textiles). Domestic produc- 
ers h3ve a common interest in 
keeping it up. There are more 
consumers than producers. So 
governments never artificially 
raise car (etc) prices - right? 
Wrong. They do, all over the 
developed world. 

As an individual consumer, 
it is rational for me to contribute 
time or money to the Con- 
sumers' Association if and only 
if my contribution makes the 
difference between the con- 
sumer lobby's success and fail- 
ure. It is infinitesimally unlikely 
that it does. Therefore, in the 
term popularised by Olson, I 
probably free-ride. 

As an individual car-maker, 
it makes a great deal of sense 
for me to join the trade associ- 



Olsoru comically humble 


ation and lobby for protection 
and tax breaks. These privileges 
are worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars to me, many times 
more than the comparatively 
trivial cost of lobbying. So I do 
not ffee-ride. 

This might seem tritely ob- 
vious now. But that is only be- 
cause Mancur Olson made it so. 
His analysis of lobbying subverts 
Left and Right. It subverts the 
Left by arguing that the crucial 
distinction is between con- 
sumer* and producers, rather 

than between capitalists and 

proletarians. But it subverts 
the Right by showing that cap- 
italists will have systematically 
more efficient lobbies than pro- 
letarians because there are few- 
er of them, and therefore that 
Marx was right about the bal- 
ance of power between capital 
and labour. 

Olson's second big book. 
The Rise and Decline of Nations 
(1982), argued lhat political 
stability was bad news for 
growth. Stable democracies suf- 
fered from “institutional scle- 
rosis” as Lbeir lobbies enforced 
inefficient redistribution. The 
German and Japanese eco- 
nomic miracles occurred, not 
because they could build afresh 
on ruined cities, but because 
they could build afresh on ru- 
ined institutions and design 
more inclusive, and hence more 
efficient, lobbying systems. 

The politics of the 1980s led 
careless readers to label Olson 
a slash -and-bum Thatcherite. in 
fact, his views differed funda- 
mentally from those of the 
Chicago and Virginia public 
choice schools with which they 
were conflated. Virginians be- 
lieve that all government is bad 
(except perhaps, the Pentagon, 
which is in Virginia). Marylan- 
ders think that some govern- 
ments do some things.welL 

Olson's last 10 years were de- 
voted to showing this. Conven- 
tional economic theory fails to 
explain why some emergent 
market societies become rich 
while others don't - according 
to conventional views, in a 
world of mobile capital and 
labour, they all should have be- 
come rich(ish). Furthermore, 
markets are ubiquitous in the in- 
formal economics of theThird 
World. What do the unsuc- 
cessful ones lack? According to 
Olson's still unpublished Cap- 
italism, Socialism, and Dicta- 
torship, they lack futures 
markets. And futures markets 
require government - but not 
too much government An ef- 
ficient government protects 
property rights and commits it- 
self not to expropriate earnings. 
Limited governments can make 
those commitments credible. 
Absolutist governments cannot 
Olson's recent ideas have not 
been accepted as universally as 
those from The Logic of Col- 
lective Action, but they have 
been hugely influential on the 
World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, and the many 
and various Western bodies 
that have tried to set the post- 
Coromunist economies to 
rights. They emanated from 
this most humble, personally' 
self-effacing, anglophile, 
delightful, modest economist 

lain McLean J 

Mancur Uoyd Oban, eco no mist: bom 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 22 Jan- 
uary 1932; Lecturer, Princeton Uni- 
versity 1 9604/1. A ss istant Professor 
1963-67; Deputy Assistant Secretary, 

US State Department ofHeahh. Ed- 
ucation and Wyfnre 1967-69; staff. 
University af Maryland 1960-98, Pro- 
fessor 1970-98, Distinguished Pro- 
fessor of Economics 1979-98; 
married 1959 Alison Gilbert (two 
sons, one daughter); died Goflege 
Pork, Maryland 19 February 1998. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


IN MEMORIAM 

GAYHURE: KunJui. died 2 March 
1 vss. Our tvauiiful cnuraoMnit son 
whom wc line and miss so much. God 
is keeping you sale lilt wc nicer 
aeaia Love Slummy anil Bah.*. 

Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES a DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Momo- 
rfal services. Wfcdtflng antihrerarioi. In 
Memorial*) should be sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Indepen- 
dent I Canada Square, Canary Whart, 
London EI4 SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
Z« 2012 or bund to 0171-293 2010, and 
are charged at <6 JO a line (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette ameuisesneiits muse 
bo submitted in writing and era 
charted at £10 a line. VAT extra. Please 
Include a daytime telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Ms Pal Arrows mi ih. peace cam- 
paigner. n& Miss Maipuvi Barbie ri 
ballerina. 51: Mr Harry Blech, 
founder ol' the London Mozart Play- 
ers. 55; Lady Mayra Browne, former 
Superintendent, St John Ambulance 
Brigade. 80; Sir Leonard Crossland, 
farmer and former chairman. Eaton 
IjiL -S4: Rear-Admiral Sir Charles 
Darlington, former Director of the 
Naval Education Service. St Lord El- 
ion. Tonner government minister. 

Mr Jon Finch, aeror, 58; Mr John 
Gardner. composer. 81: Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachev, former President of the 
Soviet Union. 67: Sir Donald 
Gosling, joint chairman. National Car 
Parks Ltd. 69; Mr Ronald Groves 
former chairman. Merer Interna- 
tional 78: Lord Howie of Tn»tl. en- 
gineer. publisher and journalist, 74; 
Cardinal Basil Hume. Archbishop of 
Westminster. 75: Dame Naomi 
James, yachtswoman. 49: Mr 
Nicholas Jarrold. ambassador to 
Labia 51 Miss Jennifer Jones. SC- 


ROTAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Queen iwlifc i r.-.vpuua al Hudingham Ibtici 
i-t thr TniiocTN i'i if* tuJiKEnmml 

Th* Data oTTfe* iiul MtoHnd 
.iKi Jlicitl The Prtnco of Win. I-utol Vluml- 

Lul'inir RkIkL .ixl.lhr R... 

al liflimm SLrflonhlm*: nti Uw 

rtnt\WTK Ttodik-Uial !k*oc US Pori.- nub Dc 
■ CWi 


iu. LScfl. SlnU -or*-Ttt« mltStC 


jDJibLStai-lliaGdbfr SUbfAtfuBihesannd- 
vurc tin; m .1 Rrav berac lkJdquvUv Shix. 
SuUmWhn.-. lo narit iht .'“111 am>«run <4 Ih. 
‘u.ul.-T.Wint tire jiM K^sclk Sciu.e' r * PrmJur. 

i hr rnmc'i Ihtu. ibe IbrhUM. Si Iski 

Itnu*. Iingtn. Sttf.ir.Uuv: unJ visit-. S|*kk 
*.U-*>-TreH. wun tbe uam and iinah a lamb 
t-* UmjI ■< ihs Ph«\ Tra-J sfcl fc-fn- 

in rfir Consumes ThcPrtncoiillagtt.Ftrakin.tJlc 
I Find. ibs Mndim 
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rress. 79; Mr Robert Lloyd, operat- 
ic bass. 58: Sir John Manduell. com- 
poser, and former Principal. Royal 
Northern College of Music. 70; Mr 
Hugh Monro. Headmaster. Clifton 
College. 48: Mr Lembit Optk MR 33: 
Lt-Gen Sir Robert Richardson, 69; 
Mr John Tusa managing director. 
Barbican Centre. 62: Mr John Peter 
Rhys Williams, rugby player and 
surgeon. 49: Mr Tan Woosnam. 
golfer. 40. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Sir Thomas Bodley. founder 
of tbe Bodleian Library. 1545. 
Deaths: John Wesley, founder of 
Methodism. 1791; David Herbert 

Lawrence, novelist, 1930. On this 
dajr- the French prototype Con- 
conk made its fust test flight. 1969: 
Rhodesia was proclaimed a repub- 
lic. 1970. Today is the Feast Day of 
St Chad or Caedda. St Joavan of Brit- 
tany and the Martyrs under the 
Lombards. 


ouu T»c] InCmm AwzrJjijib Piccnaaal Da- 
n a iDc LndM H«i tinokc WL 

Changing of die Guard 

The ItanelrtJ Crut* MitumJ Rcctasl cfc<uM» 
At Own'. Uie Cmad at H— C o i *■ I ly ly 

Briuba WAS Unkattiili Qneia 1 * UaanL 

nruKtao<J™nW>ot.llJ0aM.tai«if»»«fc>ilt7itir 
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CASE SUMMARIES: 2 march 1998 


THE FOLLOWING notes of 
judgments were prepared by 
the reporters of the AO England 
Law Reports. 

Planning 

R -i ft oadland District Council & on* 
c* p Dove: QBD (Crown Office List) 
[George Bartlen QC) 26 Jan 1998. 
The concerns of objecting local 
residents about the nature and 
character of potential residents 
of a proposed development 
were capable of amounting to 
material considerations for the 
purposes of s 70(2) of the Town 
and CbuntiY Planning Act 1990. 
because the concerns were 
essentially about anti-social 
behaviour, and any such be- 
haviour would be attributable to 
the nature of the proposed use. 

Bony Payton. Philip Mormon t Hornet! 


Stevenson. Nomlch i for Ox appUca/tis; 
Robin Burma QC (Steele A Co, Nor- 
wich) far the corned: Nathalie Ueven 
(Greenland Houchen, Norwich} for the 
second and third respondents. 

Extradition 

R v Secretary of State far tbe Haro? De- 
partment esc p Agfcurt QBD (Div CL) 
(Kermecty 14 Maurioe Ka> J) 13 Peb 1999. 
Section 13(2) of the Extradition 
Act 1989 placed a burden on 
an applicant liable to be re- 
turned to a convention coun- 
try to raise any issue he wished 
to have considered by the Sec- 
retary of State. Those repre- 
sentations having been made, 
the Secretary of State should 
respond, even if only briefly, be- 
fore or at the time he makes tbe 
order pursuant to s 12(2), so 
that the applicant knows his 


representations have been 
received and considered. 

Alan Jana QC (Robin F. Chnk & Co. 
Gravesend I for the applicant : Neil 
G am ha m (CPS) for the respondent; 
John Hardy (Treasury Stdreitar) for the 
Government of Italy. 

VAT 

Nerworir Insurance Brotera Lid v 
Customs and E>-ose Commrs: QBD 
(Motes J) 12 February 1998. 

Commission received for ar- 
ranging fixed-price funerals for 
the members of an affinity 
group to be supplied by another 
organisation did not fall with- 
in the exemption for “making 
of arrangements for or in con- 
nection with the disposal of the 
remains of the dead” within 
Sched 9, Group 8, item 2 of the 
Vhlue Added Thx Act 1994. The 


exemption was Limited to sup- 
plies such as would be likely to 
be provided by undertakers. 

Andrew Hivhntaugi ( Sprirtghorpe Hat 
aofi A Bishop. Birmingham! forihelax- 
paym Robert Jay (Sohcuoq Customs and 
Exriseifbrthe Crown. 

Capital Gains Tax 

Goodwin v Curxii fHMIT); CA (Mrl- 
lett. Schtemarm Lfl. Sr Brian NeHi) is 
Feb (988. 

The general commissioners 
were entitled to conclude that 
Occupation of a house for only 
a month while it was on the 
market did not constitute 
“residence" to qualify for an 
exemption from capital gains 
tax for private residences with- 
in s 222 of the Taxation of 
Chargeable Gains Ad 1992. 

David Ew<m (Eric Robiruon & Co) for 


the taxpayer Timothy Brennan (IP 
SoDciror) for the Crown. 

Tax 

Bestway (Holdirxgcj Lw „ Luff (HMrTt 
ChD (Ughtman |] 20 Feb 199ft 
Bufldings used as wholesale 
supermarkets selling goods to 
small retailers were not “in- 
dustrial buildings” within the 
meaning of s 1 8( 1 ) of the Cap- 
ital Allowances Act 1990. Tbe 
activities involved in packaging 
goods etc did not amount to 
subjecting the goods to -any 
process within s 18(1 )(e), nor 
were the goods kept for sale 
as soon as possible “stored” 
within s 18(1 )(f). 

Dtnid Guy QC. Apama Nathan (An- 
thony Gherman <£ Coi for the ta^pay- 
er. Timothy Brennan HR Sohatur} fir 
the Crown. 
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Small caps to steam ahead as blue chips slow 


WEEKAHEAD 



DEREK PAIN 


AT LAST second and third lin- 
ers have come to life. After 
trailing miserably behind their 
blue chip peers in the long bull 

run. they have picked up an in- 
creasingly powerful head of 
steam. 

Although the mid caps in- 
dex has hit 14 peaks' this 
month it was not until the last 
two days of last week that it re- 
ally started to challenge the 
gap which has op ened u p with 
the Footsie. The FTSE 250 in- 
dex dosed On Friday at 5,184.9 
compared with the 4,8861.5 it 
opened February. The mid 
cap performance has been 
mirrored by the small cap in- 
dex which is also standing at 
a new high. 

Mind you, second and third 
liners often perform weD in the 
early months of a year. The ar- 
ray of New Year tips, in- 
evitably concentrating on the 
smaller by. is one influence; 
tip sheets with their tendency 
to highlight tiddlers also seem 
to have a greater impact be- 


fore the year starts to get 
stale. 

This time round there have 
also been the conversion wind- 
falls; the soaring shares of 
the former building societies 
and Norwich Union must have 
encouraged many to cash in at 
least some of their chips and 
extend their portfolio. 

Nat West Securities believes 
it is now possible to make a 
case for the mid and small 
caps. Says Bob Semple and 
David McBain: 

“The valuation case has 
turned against the large cap 
stocks. Footsie has out- 
performed despite achieving 
slower earnings growth than 
either the small or mid caps 
sectors. Looking ahead the 
small and mid cap sectors are 
expected to record faster 
growth than the large caps but 
more importantly they now 
stand at a significant p/e dis- 
count”. 

Many fond managers re- 
gard straying outside blue 


chips as hazardous. They are 
fearful of being caught by the 
lack of liquidity in many mid 
and particularly small cap 
shares. 

Still, the under valuations 
which exist in the mid and 
small caps have been under- 
lined by the rush of takeover 
activity. The possibility of a bid 
sent Trust Motors soaring 
55.5p to 195p on Friday. 

It is difficult for the mid and 
small cap indices to outper- 
form Footsie. High flying fi- 
nancials represent nearly 30 
per cent of Footsie with the 
more depressed engineers ac- 
counting forjust 6 per cent. Fi- 
nancials make up 10 per cent 
of the undercard indices and 
engineers 25 per cent 

Nat West suggests investors 
trawling through the mid and 
small caps should look at fi- 
nancials, such as Britannic. 
Northern Rock (due to go into 
Footsie) and United Assur- 
ance; on the property pitch it 
goes for MEPC and Slough 


Estates. Others on the 
Nat West buy list include Bar- 
ra tt Developments, Northern 
Foods, Hazlewood Foods, 
BBA and Cobham. 

This week's results are 
again dominated by blue chips. 
Financials are to the fore with 
Halifax producing its maiden 
year’s figures. Underlying 
profits should emerge at 
£1.64bo against £l,43bn. The 
dividend should go up by 
around 18 per cent to 175p a 


Share spotlight 

share plica, pence 

450 


BTR 



200 



share and th««isa strong pos- 
sibility the deeping 
banking world wfll indulge in 
a handsome cash hand-out, 
probably through, a special 
dividend. ... 

Other money groups, re- 
porting include Royal & Sun 
Alliance (£8 00m expected, 
against £403 m) and General 
Accident, already on the 
merger bandwagon following 
its deal with Commercial 
Union. About £500m, up from 
£421m, is likely. 

BTR, the conglomerate 
which now wants to be re- 
garded as a focused engineer, 
is, however, likely to attract 
more attention than any oth- 
er blue chip on the reporting 
schedule. 

It is due to produce year's 
figures on Thursday. They 
will not be good as befits a 
group which has made no 
fewer than five profit warnings 
in three years. Around £l.lbn 
is expected against £L3bn- 
Tbere is a danger the year’s 


.dividend will be cut. BTR his 
being reshaped by Ian Stra- 
rfian who has undertaken an 
• extensive disposal programme. 
It is floating off its Australian 
interests and is looking for 
; buyers for . ..such .. diverse 
operations as glass and plas- 
tic bottles and building prod- 
ucts. ' - , ' 

BTR is one blue chip to 
miss the fan. The shares were 
above 400p in 1994; they 
closed last week at 161p after 
touching 152p, a 70 per cent 
under-perforznance. 

Rolls-Royce, the aero en- 
gine group, should offer -a 
sharp profits advanoe, from 
£220m to £274m; non Footsie 
Vickers, seeking to Sell its 
Rolls-Royce car division, is on 
line to produce £74m (£S3m). 

Enterprise Oil wih show the 
scars of the strong pound, 
lower production and higher 
COStS and should annnuniY! net 
income of, say, £100m against 
£142Jm. 

Other bine chips reporting 


are Cadbury Schweppes 
£570m (£592m); Hays £90m 
(£71.7m); Ladbroke £222m 
(£163m) and Billiton £130m 
(£93m). 

Zeneca, the drugs group, is 
another on the profits tread- 
mill. The perennial takeover 
candidate should do its bid 
prospects no harm at all with 
profits emerging around 
fl.lbn against just over £Ibn. 

Some famous mid cap 
names feature in a busy week. 
Inchcape, the international 
trader, should offer £1 80m, up 

£l5m, and Hanson, thebuiht- 
ing materials rump of the old 
warrior conglomerate, is seen 

as chedring in with yiear’s fig- 
ures of £220m. 

Hfllsdowu Holdings, the 
food group which may 
well signal the flotation of 
its housebuilding operation, 
should check in with profits 
of £156_5m, a £6m advance, 
and Cookson, the industrial 
materials group, could achieve 
£177m against £166 m. 
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OFT grills 
banks on 
excluded 
customers 


By Terry MacaJister 


BRITAIN'S high street banks 
fear a government crackdown 
after an official watchdog 
launched an unprecedented 
probe into their treatment of 
poor customers. 

The Office of Fair Trading is 
investigating possible discrim- 
ination against homeless people 
in a move seen as part of an as- 
sault on social exclusion by the 
Blair government. 

A letter sent to Midland. 
Barclays and other major banks 
by the OFT and obtained by The 
Independent . asks: “Does your 
company explicitly or implicit- 
ly refuse applications for current 
hank accounts for members of 
any specific groups, eg those of 
no fixed abode.” 

The letter, dated 28 January, 
requests information on how 
many current accounts have 
been refused, what percentage 
of business (his amounts to and 
“What were the main reasons 
for refusal?" 

The OFT gave a deadline of 
IS February for the answers, hut 
a stunned banking community 
admits many have not been 
able to comply with the short 
notice. 

The OFT believes that 20 
per cent of the population do 


not have bank accounts and has 
questioned whether the needs 
of vulnerable consumers are be- 
ing met. Official concern is 
magnified by confirmation that 
there were 10334 bank branch- 
es at the last count in 1 996 com- 
pared to 14,008 ten years 
earlier. Further closures have 
taken place in 1997. 

Over the same ten years 
to 1996, companies such as Mid- 
land, which closed over 500 
branches, saw its profits grow 
from £434miIlion to £I.2bil- 
lion. Rival Barclays closed over 
800 branches yet easily doubled 
its pre-tax profits to £2.3bn in 
the same period. 

The OFT is politically inde- 
pendent but the latest initiative 
by the OFT dovetails neatly with 
the activities of the cabinet's 
new social exclusion unit. 

The British Banking Asso- 
ciation was leading the fightback 
this weekend arguing the figure 
of 20 percent of the population 
without bank accounts used by 
the OFT was not correct. 

The assistant director 
Megan Salt, said; “1 do not be- 
lieve this figure. In fact we 
have statistics showing it's not 
correct." She pointed out that 
the question of whether or not 
homeless people were given 
bank accounts was not a simple 
one. Under money laundering 



legislation there was a need for 
banks to make stringent checks 
on who they were giving cred- 
it to. 

A spokesman for Midland 
Bank said it was a commercial 
decision as to whether or not 
someone was given a bank ac- 
count. But he added: “I do not 
recognise that the bank would 
not consider someone because 
they were in a particular sector 
of society.” 

Another leading high street 
bank said it was unfair for the 
OFT to target banks; “What 
about all the village stores that 


have closed? But I suppose we 
are an easy target because of our 
public image,” said a spokes- 
woman, who asked not to be 
named. 

The OFT said the letters 
were part of a wider initiative 
launched in December into the 
way financial services were pro- 
vided to the more vulnerable 
sectors of society. 

A spokesman denied it was 
politically driven, saying the 
letter had been sent to banks 
and buQding societies. “It is the 
job of the OFT to protect the 
consumer,” he 3dded. 


Consumers’ organisations 
recently attacked high street 
banks for failing to ensure that 
a Code of Practice, which sets 
out standards of practice for 
dealing with customers in fi- 
nancial hardship, was adhered 
to at branch leveL 

The voluntary code, pub- 
lished last year, states: “We will 
consider cases of financial dif- 
ficulty sympathetically and pos- 
itively. If you find yourself in 
financial difficulties, you should 
let us know as soon as possible. 
We will do afl we can to help you 
to overcome your difficulties.” 


The National Consumer 
Council said the code was not 
detailed enough to cover the 
wide range of bank practices 
which can exacerbate hardship, 
such as pressing customers to 
consolidate all loans with the 
bank where the current ac- 
count was held. 

In another widespread prac- 
tice, banks remove customers' 
cheque books and normal cur- 
rent account facilities in an ef- 
fort to stop them slipping father 
into debt. This made it expen- 
sive for customers to find a way 
to repay bills. “Indeed with lo- 


cal bank brandies closing at the 
rate they are, people without 
current account facilities could 
find it very difficult to function 
financially from day to day,” the 
NCC said. The Consumers As- 
sociation yesterday welcomed 
the initiative. A spokesman 
said: “Whereas banks com- 
plaints are down on previous 
years they are still too high. 
Consumer satisfaction still isn’t 
particularly higjh. We will be very 
keen to see that as many groups 
of consumers have access to 
banks and bank accounts as pos- 
sible." 


Revenue to charge 
interest on late 
payment fines 


By Andrew Verity 


MORE than 670.000 self-employed tax- 
payers are to be charged interest on fines 
and surcharges as well as outstanding tax. 
after Tailing a month behind on January pay- 
ments. 

Interest of 9.5 per cent will be levied on 
the 5 pier cent surcharge imposed on lax 
payments still outstanding by the end of 
February. A fine of £100 fur missing the 
deadline for submitting lax returns. 31 Jan- 
uary. will also incur interest. 

The Inland Revenue is understood to be 
j making statutory powers to impose inter- 
est on penalties which it has long had on 
paper, but has never used lor this purpose. 
While the Revenue has always said that the 
‘*.5 percent charge would be levied on out- 
standing lax not paid by 31 January, ae- 
countanls said the decision to impose it on 
fines and surcharges was unexpected. 

Accountants said the Revenue was charg- 
ing "interest on interest” in its efforts to reign 
in self-employed taxpayers who have failed 


to comply with the new system of self-as- 
sessment. 

They accuse the Revenue of using un- 
necessarily harsh measures. 

Mavis Sargent, chairman of the tax com- 
mittee of the Association of Chartered Cer- 
tified Accountants, said: “This charge 
brings the Inland Revenue close to charg- 
ing interest on interest. Clearly the Revenue 
is determined to bring defaulters into line. 
“Although this farther penalty may seem 
Draconian, wc would urge all taxpayers who 
have yet to settle their self- 
assessment bill to do so speedily. Otherwise 
they may risk ongoing penalties." The in- 
terest charge of 93 per cent will begin to 
take effect on 9 March, adding to the bur- 
den of fines and penalties already imposed 
on late payers by the Inland Revenue. In 
addition In a fine of £100 for missing the 
January deadline, a farther fine of £100 can 
be levied if returns are still not submitted 
by the end of July. 

The Revenue insists the system of self- 
assessment has performed well. But it ad- 
mits that there have been glitches. 


Lords to rule on jobs safeguard 


By Michael Harrison 


A TEST case hegia-* today in the House of 
Lords which could alter the employment 
rights i il thousands of worker, hut help save 
score*. « »[ businesses I rum being pul into liq- 
uidation. Tw o employers intend to challenge 
the legislation governing employee protec- 
tion when companies contract out services 
or dispose of businesses altogether. 

Under the Transfer or Undertakings 
i Protect ion of Employment) Regulations, 
it is illegal to change employment contracts 
of staff when businesses change hands, even 

il the workforce involved agrees to pay cuts 
and new terms and conditions. British Fu- 


els and Si Helens Borough Council arc now 
seeking to reverse a Court of Appeal rul- 
ing upholding the right of employees to ob- 
tain compensation under the TUPE 
regulations. 

In one ease a children's home under the 
control of Lancashire Count)' Council was 
transferred to St Helens Borough Coun- 
cil. The staff were dismissed and then of- 
fered new contracts, some on lower pay. 
Eighteen months later l hey successfully sued 
the council for Lhe loss of pay suffered. 

British Fuels is appealing to the Lords 
against a similar ruling which arose after 
il merged two businesses and reduced rates 
of pay for employees in one of the busi- 
nesses. 


China to shore up state banks 


CHINA is planning to spend 2711 billion 
yuan (532.7bn> on recapitalising its stale- 
owned commercial banks in an attempt to 
stare off an Asian-stylc financial crisis. The 
government, which will sell treasury blinds 
to fund the move, hopes to lift public con- 
fidence in (he banks and improve their in- 
ternational competitiveness. The recent 


turmoil in Korea. Indonesia and Malaysia 
has raised fears of the fragility of the Chi- 
nese banking system. The World Bank es- 
timated last year that 20 per cent nf 
Chinese bank loans were bad. The bond sale 
seeks to raise more than China raised in 
the whole of 1997. when it sold bonds worth 
about 240 billion yuan. 


HK calls for debt 
market to end crunch 


By Stephen Vines 

m Hong Kong 


HONG KONG is pushing its neighbours to 
create an Asian debt market which would both 
help ease the current financial crisis and re- 
verse the massive flow of Asian fands into 
United Slates Treasury bonds. 

In an interview with The Independent Sir 
Donald Ihang, Hong Kong’s Financial Sec- 
retary. said the idea was “highly supported” 
by all his Asian counterparts, although it had 
met its “reservations” from the United Slates. 

Sir Donald said that as matters stood the 
bulk of the very considerable foreign reserves 
held by countries such as China, Taiwan, Sin- 
gapore and Hong Kong itself, were invested 
in US Treasury bonds. “This creates a mis- 
match." he explained, “we invest long term 
and then have to go the United States to get 
short term help.” This means that Asian coun- 
tries gel relatively low returns on their US in- 
vestments but have to pay dearly to borrow 
from the Americans at times such as these 
when there is no other source of funds 

He is urging either the Asian Development 
Bank or (he World Bank to float Asian bonds, 
preferably on the Hong Kong market, and 
pledged that “if they can come up with an in- 
strument. I would buy it”. 

Sir Donald first put the idea to fellow Asian 
finance ministers last November, a month af- 
ter the financial crisis started to make an im- 
pact. He described it as a “creative way” of 
helping to .solve the liquidity crunch which is 
dragging down Asian currencies and stock 
markets. 

The problem, as Sir Donald admits, is that 
now is a difficult time to raise money for Asian 
paper but he is convinced that when the cri- 
sis eases this idea will be “a runner”. 

Meanwhile Hong Kong is busy conduct- 
ing ils own post mortem examination on Lhe 
lessons of the financial crisis, which have seen 
unsuccessful speculative attacks on the local 
currency, enormous increases in interest 
rates and some high profile corporate failures 
which have all contributed to an atmosphere 
of unease. 

The results of (his review will be made 
known later this month, says Sir Donald. It 
is likely to reveal that the Government has no 
intention of tampering with the currency board 
arrangements which maintain the Hong Koqg 
Dollar at a fixed parity with the US Dollar. 
Sir Donald concedes that the present system 
is painful in as much as it necessitates high 
interest rates to protect the peg at times of 
pressure, hut says that all other alternatives 
have more disadvantages than advantages. 

The collapse of the financial conglomer- 
ate Peregrine and one smaller local finance 



Sir Donald Tsang: Difficult time to raise money 


house has persuaded the government that 
greater controls need to be imposed on finance 
houses attached to stock brokers. Sir Donald 
said that he has been concerned about this 
connectiontor some time but that now “is a 
good time to get their agreement” to stricter 
regulation over the way they handle in- 
vestor's fands. 


He is also looking to introduce measures 
Which will stimulate “greater transparency” 
vn equity markets. 

However the review is unlikely to yield rad- 
ical changes u> the regulatory environment for 
Hong Kong's financial markets, which were 
recently given a dean bin of health man In- 
ternational Monetary Fund report. 


Bass to 

expand 

All Bar 

One and 

O’Neills 

into 

Europe 

Bjr Andrew Yates 


BASS, die leisure giant, is 
planning to take some or its 
most successful pnb chains 
overseas. Sir Ian Prosser, the 
group's chairman, has identi- 
fied All Bar One, the conti- 
nental style bar, and O’Neills, 
the Irish pub, as concepts 
that would prove popular 
abroad. He is looking to roll 
out the group's pub business 
tfarongboot Europe and 
America over the next few 
years. 

The group hopes to cash 
in on the growing popularity 
of thane pubs in continental 
Europe. Bass also believes 
that the market far Irish 
houses has peaked in the UK. 
In recent years the industry 
has been swamped with a 
host of new pubs, all based 
on the same theme with little 
to tell between than. Now 
Bass has chosen to grow the 
O’Neill’s name overseas 
where there is stOI room to 
exploit the brand and the 
competition is less fierce, 
rather than at home. 

Bass has also identified a 
number of states in the US 
where it could open op bars. 
After its acquisition of Hie 
Holiday Inn hotel chain the 
group is prohibited bom 
opening pubs in many Ameri- 
can rides. However it is confi- 
dent it will be allowed to set 
up a number of new sites 
across the Atlantic. 

Bass's move follows a 
move by other large pnb 
groups such as Scottish & 
Newcastle, who are also look- 
ing to Europe to provide a lu- 
crative source of new 
business. 

Bass also hopes to expand 
its brewing interests over- 
seas. It is at present locked in 
a battle with rival producers 
in Czechoslovakia, but even- 
tually hopes to expand its op- 
erations in Eastern Europe. 

Bass still plans to invest 
heavily in growing its man- 
aged pub estate in the UK, 
having recently sold off its 
tenanted houses. It is looking 
to acquire hundred of new 
sites to farther expansion of 
chains such as Edwards and 
It's a Scream, its new student 
pub chain. 

Bass has embarked on a 
radical shake up of its busi- 
ness over the last six months, 
culminating in the £1.8bn ac- 
quisition of Inter-Continental 
hotels. It now plans annual 
capital expenditure of £750m 
across the group to fund its 
pnb expansion and the acqui- 
sition of hotels in Asia and 
the US. 


IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
No. 006157 of 1997 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 

IN THE MATTER of 
ELEMENTIS PLC 
(formerly Harrisons & 

Ciusfiefdpk) 

and 

IN THE MATTER of 
THE COMPANIES ACT 19*5 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
■GIVEN that an Order of tbe High 
Court of Justice (Chancery 
Division) dated 23rd February 
1 998 confirming the reduction of 
capital of Elemends ptc (now 
Element: s Holdings Limited) 
from £200.000,000 . to 
£2QA34j498.75p aad the Minute 
approved by the Conn showing 
with respect to the capital as 
altered the several particulars 
rcquiifed by the above- mentioned 
Act were registered by the 
Registrar of Companies on 23nl 
February 1998. 

Dated the 2nd day of March 
1998. 

STEPHENSON HARWOOD 
One; St Paul’s Churchy aid 
London EC4M8SH 

SotkiUrcs for ‘ the above-named 
Company 
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Are the central banks risking global deflation? 



ON WHETHER 
MONETARY 
POLICY IS 
TOO TIGHT 


THERE has been a great deal of discussion 
recently to the financial madsets' about 
whether global monetaiy policy is.too tight. 
P® has been triggered by a iries rifdif- 
.. events — the recent decline in com- 
modip, an d produce,, prices around the 
d; the increase in real short-tenn interest 

fen?/!? £ ?f r - e ? ^ dec hning price inflation; 
ears of outright deflation in Japan the 

r»t o Asia, and the contractionaiy impact 
of rising real exchange rates in the OECD 
economies. The fear among some analysts 
18 P 131 die S^°hal central banks may be in- 
advertently setting monetary conditions so 

sibflity ^ de ^ at ^ OQ becomes a genuine pos- 

Up until now, there has been very little 
evidence that global monetary conditions are 
too light The growth in real broad money 


sharply in recent quarters, and it is now nm- 

ttmg at almost twice the rate of growth in 
real GDE Narrow money aggregates are alsn 

showing robust and accelerating growth for 

the OECD economies. Furthermore, the 
rapid increases in leading indicators which 
vre are observing in both the US and the EU 
certainly do not seem to imply that mone- 
tary conditions are overly restrictive. 

Admittedly, it is true that real short term 
interest rates have risen quite markedly in 
the G6 economies in the past year. Never- 
theless, the level of real short rates at pre- 
sent (2.5%) is still roughly 0.5% below the 
average for the previous decade, and the im- 
pact of any increases in real short rates has 
been more than offset by declines in real 
bond yields over the same period. The real 
10 year bond yield in the G6 economies now 
stands at about 2.7%, winch is more than one 
standard deviation below the 4.0% average 
which has been observed over the past 10 - 
years. 

The key question for the developed 
economies is whether these accommodative 


readings for domestic monetaiy policy will 
be more than offset by the contractionaiy 
impact of appreciating real exchange rates. 
This question is. of course, best answered 
by lookmg at monetary conditions indicators 
(MCIs), which combine short-term interest 
rates, bond yields and exchange rates into 
a angle index 

Up until now, the indices which have been 
published based on tins methodology have 
suggested that OECD monetaiy conditions 
have not only eased very substantially m the 
last three years, but have attained levels in 
: absolute terms which are towards the easi- 
est end of their normal, cyclical range. 
These indices have therefore offered no sup- 
port to those analysts who have argued that 
global monetaiy conditions are too tight. 

However, these MCIs have until now been 
based on standard trade weighted exchange 
rate indices (TWIs), as published for erample 
try the Bank of England and other central 
banks. These indices have typically exclud- 
ed emerging market currencies, which & of 
course potentially very misleading. In order 
to solve this problem, Stephen Hull of 
Goldman Sachs has now calculated com- 
prehensive exchange rate indices for all of 
the major currencies, induding all of the rel- 


evant emerging market currencies. Because 
of the recent collapse in Asian currencies, 
these new indices have appreciated much 

more titan the old ones, and this implies that 

monetary conditions in the developed 
economies have tightened much more than 
was previously believed. 

In particular, based on the old or con- 
ventional exchange rate indices, the MCI in 
the United States stands only 0.7% tighter 
than its 1987-95 average. By contrast, on the 
new exchange rate index, US monetary con- 
ditions are estimated to be 15% tighter than 
average, and - more worryingiy - they are 
uow tighter than at anytime over the past 
ten years. 

No doubt some analysts will argue that 
this indicates that monetaiy conditions in tbe 
G3 are unnecessarily tight, and that there 
should therefore be a bias towards renewed 
easing by the Federal Reserve and other cen- 
tral banks. 

This assessment wiD be further strength- 
ened by the fact that the Thylor Rule (a mech- 
anistic way of determining the optimal level 
of short-term interest rates via a relation- 
ship with output gaps and inflation) now in- 
dicates that monetaiy policy in the G3 
economies is too tight. 


As can be seen from the accompanying 
graph, the recent dedine in inflation across 
the developed world bas reduced the opti- 
mal level of short rates implied by the Tay- 
)ot pt.u iw-ry ^nifirjiTi tlv. Actual short rates 

are ncwwrilabcwtheiajxnnal level In both 

the US and Japan, while m Europe actual 
short rales are about Optimal. 

For the OECD as a whole, the Taylor 
Rule suggests that the current level of short 
rates is almost 100 basis points too high, 
which is an unusually laige discrepancy. This 
will undoubtedly add strength to caHa for in- 
terest rate cuts in the major nations in the 
months ahead, especially in the United 
States. However, there are a series of ar- 
guments which point in the other direction, 
and which lhe central banks need to take into 
account. These are the following. 

First, tbe main reason why monetaiy con- 
ditions in the major economies have tight- 
ened in the last twelve months stems from 
the collapse in Asian currencies. 

Obviously, to the extentthat (he shift in 
MCIs for developed countries is triggered 
by a in exchange rates, we would ex- 

pect this to be offset by an easing in MCIs 
in the rest of the wo rid (where currencies 
have depredated), leaving monetaiy con- 



ditions for the entire globe approxunatclv 
unchanged. 

Second, to the extern that the recent col- 
lapse in the real exchange rates of the Asian 
crisis economics is a temporary event, the 
accompanying tightening in OECD mone- 
tary policy wiD also be temporary. It may not 
be appropriate to ease domestic monetaiy 
policy in the developed economies in order 
to offset this temporary factor. This is par- 
ticularly the case in the United Stales, 
where virtually all indicators of domestic de- 
mand currently remain strong. As Alan 
Greenspcn recently argued in his Humphrey- 
Hawkins testimony to Congress, the tight- 
ening in real monetaiy conditions which has 
occurred in the United States in the past 
twelve months was “not inadvertent" - Lc. 
the Rid has intended to put a brake on the 
economy to offset the strengthening in do- 
mestic demand, and does not now sympa- 
thise with calls to reverse this intended policy 
tightening. 

Third, although real monetaiy conditions 
have tightened in the OECD in the latest 12- 
month period, the impact of this may have 
been offset by two countervailing forces - 
an improvement in the terms of trade for the 
developed economies as oil prices have de- 
clined, and a sharp increase in the value of 
global stockmuricets, notably in the US and 
the EU. Goldman Sachs bas recently added 
stockxnarket valuations into its MCI calcu- 
lations, and this eliminates most if not all of 
the "monetaiy tightening" which has been 
triggered by the rising dollar in the last 12 
months. 

Ultimately, the proof of this particular 
pudding will be in the eating. For as long as 
domestic demand indicators in the US and 
EU remain robust, and leading activity in- 
dicators continue to rise, then the central 
banks' wfll probably resist the temptation to 
reduce domestic interest rates. And they will 
be entirely justified in doing so. 


\ * 


Allied backs off Dewar’s bid 

DRINKS and pubs giant Allied Domecq has withdrawn from 
the bidding war for Dewar’s, the whisky brand which Grand 
Metropolitan and Guinness were forced to put up for sale 
in the wake of their merger, which formed Diageo. Allied 
was not prepared to pay more than £600m for the brand,, 
which is America’s most popular whisky, but the asking price 
has risen much higher, and tbe business is now expected to 
fetch around £800m. Seagram, the Canadian drinks group, 
is also reported to have pulled out of the auction, leaving 
Pernod Ricard and Bacardi as the frontrunners. 

Astec investors go to court 

MINORITY shareholders in Astec (BSR). the dectranicsgroup 
which is fighting off a takeover bid from majority sharehold- 
er Emerson Electric, wfll embark on their long-awaited legal 
action tins week. The institutional investors accuse Emereon 
of actingwhh unfair prejudice for attempting to remove three 
executive directors fromAstcc's board and cease dividend payr 
ments. The shareholders had delayed their legal action to givc 
Emerson a chance to open up a dialogue, but no discussions 
have been held. They love received the support of the Asso- ' 
dation of British Insurers, which said: “It is important that the 
rights of minority shareholders are fully preserved.” 


Stores risk big bill for home shopping 


Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 


SUPERMARKETS which in- 
troduce home delivery services 
for customers risk increasing 
their costs without gaining a 
long-term competitive advan- 
tage, according toa report pub- 
lished today by the retail 
consultancy Corporate Intelli- 
gence. 

It says that while the first 
companies to introduce such 
schemes enjoy short-term gains 


these quickly disappear as rivals 
copy them. The report also 
warns that while home shopping 
is likely to prove popular such 
schemes mean that super- 
market operators risk canni- 
balising sales in their own 
superstores. “A drop in the 
number of Store visits wuuld also 
mean the stores missing out on 
tbe lucrative impulse buys 
which they have courted so as- 
siduously,” warns Corporate 
Intelligence's Robert Clarke. 

Start-up companies which 


have no stores do not face this 
conundrum and have been 
growing rapidly, according to 
the report. It adds that Food 
Ferry, which started offering 
grocery home delivery in Lon- 
don in 1990, saw sales grow by 
20 per cent to £13m last year. 
Sales at Flanagan’s, a south 
London-based home delivery 
company with links to Sains- 
bury’s, passed the £fim mark last 
year. 

Tesco and Sainsbury's have 
been tbe most aggressive in 


home delivery. Both offer inter- 
net ordering and home delivery 
in certain areas. Tbe delivery 
charge is £4-£5. Somerfidd is of- 
fering free home delivery from 
30 stores for transactions over 
£25 and within a five unle radius. 
Iceland is now offering free 
bomedeljveiyiD al outlets on or- 
ders over £25. Many of the su- 
permarkets are testing schemes 
whereby customers order their 
gpods by phone, fax or internet 
and then collect the shopping 
from the store. 


BTR close to £1 .5bn sale of packaging business 


BTR, the reformed conglom- 
erate, is believedio be close 1 to 
selling its packaging division to 
Owens Illinois, the US glass 
manufacturer, for up to £l-5bn. 

Owens has long been the 
front runner in the race to buy 


the busmesvwhich BTR put up 
for sale last year as part of its at- 
tempt to become a Jean engi- 
neering group. However, the 
sale is thought to have been held 
up by competition concerns. A 
successful sale would be time- 


ly for Ian Strachanj BTR’s em- 
battled chief executive, who 
null present the company’s an- 
nual results to the City on 
Thursday. The strong pound 
and turmoil in emerging mar- 
kets is expected to trim profits 


to £l.lbu. However, the pro- 
ceeds of tbe disposal would 
give BTR enough financial fire- 
power to spend U p to £lbn on 
its long-promised share buy- 
back programme. 

— Peter Thai Larsen 


Software group joins Aim 

ANOTHER software company is to join the Aim market this 
month as VI Group, a leading designer and distributor of Com- 
puter Aided Design and Manufacture (CAD/CAM), an- 
nounced its flotation. VI specialises in software for the 
mechanical engineering sector. 

GM enters mortgage world 

A SUBSIDIARY of General Motois, the US car giant, has 
entered the UK mortgage market GMAC Residential Fund- 
ing Corporation wfll today buy Birmingham Midshires Mort- 
gage Services, the division of the building society which handles 
business from brokers, for an undisclosed sum. The purchase 
wfll create a new business, RFC Mortgage Services. 

Skills shortage hits firms 

BRITISH companies are planning to increase pay scales and 
invest in training in response to growing skills shortages - es- 
pecially in the engineering and information technology sec- 
tors. Over half of the businesses surveyed by 3i, the venture 
capital firm, said they suffered from skills shortages and 22 
per cent of the firms said the problem was more serious than 
competition or the strong pound. 
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growing and fastest moving 
markets in the wedd today - 
helping businesses to manage and 
reduce their major business 
overhead costs. 

As such, you win become 
indispensable to your client's 
management team and with an 
ever broadening range erf at* 
management services, vou can be 
assured of a long-term business 
With superb profit potential. 

If you have a dynamic 
enttepreneu rial spirit and like to 

play detective, you'll really enjty 
being an Auditel Cost 
Management Consultant. 

So let's start talking. 
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DEBT PROBLEMS? 


| LIFT THE DESEUR OF THREATENING LETTERS 

CALL DEBT SOLUTIONS 
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LICENSED DEBT ADJUSTERS 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
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Turnover £1 Million P.A. 


Achieve substantial returns as a property 
co-ordinator to your pcs! code area. 

This is an opportunity to profit from the purchase 
and sale of residential property. 
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financial back up. 

Leant haw to net more than your fee in the first 
two transactions. FUH/Part time from home. 
Come and see far yourself and meet us in our 
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GREEN CARD IN 6 TO 8 MONTHS 
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FREE INFO PACKET 

01420 549262 M-F 9 TO 5 
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... and yet still growing 


EAST: Clio Demetriades, 


COMM PROP . S. Hants to c £30,000 

Leading commercial practice with impressive array of institutional, commercial and pic 
clients alTere newly-created role w ambitious commercial property solicitor of 2-3 years 
POE. Team cmimnmem and high level of suppon. Call Clio Demetriades. 

COMM LIT S. East to c£3 1,000 

Major commercial practice offers mixed caseload in bieb- value commercial litigation. c2-4 
yean. PQE, possibly with some emphasis on insolvency or construction will be rewarded with 
fast-track promotion. Call Clio Demetriades. 

PRI CL/CONV Sussex to <£26,000 

Substantial general practice, arguably the leading firm in its area, has created role for 
experienced (2 PQE+) non-comcntious solicitor to join busy department. Prospects of early 
Partnership and generous beneGis package. Call Clio Demetriades. 

HOUSING/DEVELOPMENT W. London to c£40,000 

Opponunily to wort alongside entinent expert in Soda] Housing development work bas 
j risen within niche firm. A rare chance to make a name for yourself in this gnawing area, as 
well as to continue to leant. Suit c3-5 PQE. Call Clio Demetriades. 

DEF PI S. Coast to c£35,000 

Leading firm for personal injury (acting for all the major insurers as well as many pic in- 
house departments) requires experienced defendant PI Solicitor for large department 
Handle full range of claims including complex/high value work. Call Clio Demetriades. 


c£2&000 

tan PQE Litis 


Paul Carnegie, 

PRIVATE CLIENT S.W. London to <£32,000 

Exciting and attractive. Excellent and desirable location for self-motivated 2-3 years PQE 
solicitor. Genuine partnership prospects for the right candidate in Ibis est a bl ish ed friendly 
firm. Loyal client base and quality mixed caseload. Contact Paul Carnegie. 

CIVEL LIT West Sussex 

Established provincial firm offering an excellent opponunily for 2-4 years POE Litigator. 
Strong technical skills desirable. M inimum supervuhm and w illing to develop ^practice. 
Broad ranging workload and genuine Partnership prospects. Contact Paul Carnegie. 

IP/TT Hants to c£50,000 

Exciting opportunity for 2-S years PQE. commercially aware IP/TT specialist. Established 
firm with a quality caseload. Genuine chance, for the right candidate, to make a real impact. 
Contact Paul Carnegie. 

COMM PROP East Sussex to <£30,000 

Fm' ting career opportunity for 2 years PQE. Genuine chance to consolidate your 
experience working within the Properly Business Group of this leading provincial practice. 
High volume quality caseload. Contact Pan! Carnegie. 

RESIDENTIAL PROP Berks to c £30,000 

Senior position for 4 years POE to undertake high volume, quality work for major house 
building client. A real career prospect for a candidate with good management skills and an 
ability to make decisions. Contact Paul Carnegie. 


WEST: Simon Scott, 


PERSONAL INJURY Oxford to £40,000 

Highly regarded defendant personal injury practice seeks a 2-5 years qualified practitioner 
with strong defendant insurance experience as pan of its continued expansion.* Excellent 
prospects. Contact Simon Scott. 

CONSTRUCTION Exeter to £40,000 

This role will involve contentious and non-con temious work on behalf of contractors and 
non-contractors with dienLs ranging from pic's to large property companies and public 
sector bodies. Contact Simon Scott. 

BANKING LITIGATION Southwest to £32,000 

Well regarded commercial practice seeks 2-4 years qualified banking litigator to bolster its 
exciting leant which undertakes a wide ranee of work on behalf of a major Hearing bank. 
Contact Simon Scott. 

IVL4TRIMONIAL Exeter to £30,000 

Excellent opportunity lor an experienced matrimonial solicitor seeking to progress their 
career to encompass supervisory and managerial responsibilities within this respected 
practice. Contact Simon Scott. 

PLANNING Exeter to £60,000 

Leading cumracrviul practice seeks accomplished planning lawyer (up to partner level) to 
head up its planning and environmental work on behalf of a national and regional client 
base. Contact Simon ScotL 


Bridget Lavin, 

Bath 


to £30,000 


seeks a solicitor (suit 1-3 years) to join its expanding commercial 
ically able individuals with an outgoing 


COMMERCIAL 

Leading Bathpractia 

department Excellent opportunity for technic 
disposition. Contact Bridget Lavin. 

PFI Bristol to £40,000 

l fading practice seeks a skilled technician with a sparky personality to join its respected 
team working on high profile projects for Public Sector client. (Suit 2-4 years). Contact 
Bridget Lavin. 

COMMERCIAL PARTNER Cornwall to £48,000 

City Life?.. GetaUfe 

Escape the drudgery of the City, while retaining a quality caseload in the idyllic setting that 
is CbmwalL Contact Bridget Lavin. 

NON CONTENTIOUS Cornwall to £35,000 

Senior solicitor (3-8 years) sought for a key position running a busy branch office. Existing 
quality caseload drawing from a strong commercial client-base. Suit individuals with drive 
and enth usias m Contact Bridget Lavin. 

CIVIL LITIGATION Devon to £24,000 


personal injury. Excellent opportunity 
autonomy. Contact Bridget Larin. 


to develop their experience together with a degree of 


Richard Morgan 

COMMERCIAL Northanto ^Excellent 

High calibre solicitor ideally 1-3 years PQE preferably from a City or lnrge regional unn ts 
required by this leading practice. Non contentious commercial work. Knowledge of UK and 
EC Competition Law and DFA essential. Please call Richard Morgan. 

PRIVATE CLIENT Central Herts c£24,000 + Bens 

Go ahead practice seeks solicitor preferably 2-3 yean PQE to undertake high quality 
probate trust and tax matters. Strong ciiem portfolio. Good future prospects. Please call 
Richard Morgan. 

IP/IT Cambs c£Impressive 

Superb opportunity exists within this prestigious practice for a solicitor 2-5 years PQE to deal 
with non contentious wort BioicchndogTca] background an advantage. Strong academic 
credentials and recognised City/regional experience required. Please call Richard Morgan. 

PRIVATE CLIENT Lines dECompetidve 

WeU established practice seeks an experienced legal executive or individual with relevant 
accountancy/rcvenue experience to undertake interesting mix of wills, trust and tax work. 
Please call Richard Morgan. 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY Cambs <£35,000 

High calibre solicitor preferably 1-4 years PQE to deal with development biased workload. 
Appointee is expected coming to be from a recognised City /provincial property practice. 
Good prospects. Please call Richard Morgan. 

Sophie Malin 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY Bristol to <£29,500 

Top tier city firm is looking for 2 bright and enthusiastic so lid tore, newly qualified to 2 years 
PQE. Generalist commercial roles specialising in opportunities. Contain Sophie Malin. 

NON CONTENTIOUS Oxfordshire to <£30,000 

Expanding provincial firm requires a newly qualified and upwards solid tor to handle a 
general caseload from a range of quality clients. Opportunity ro develop commerdal 
caseload. Friendly environment in an excellent location. 

CORPORATE AND COMM PROP West Midlands to <£30,000 

Commercially minded and progressive firm seeks a solicitor to assist their Senior Partner in 
the corporate department. 2 years and upwards PQE with general commercial experience 
required. Excellent prospects. Contact Sophie Malin. 

FAMILY West Midlands to <£30,000 

Family lawyer required 1 years PQE and upwards, lb handle all aspects of family work in 
particular high quality Ancillary Relief matters. Forward thinking progressive firm, great 
location. Contact Sophie Malin. 

PERSONAL INJURY Southwest to <£30,000 

Leading personal injury practice requires 2 solid to is 2-10 years PQE. Clients include a wide 
range trade unions and other employee organisations. Opportunity to play a role in the 
development of this new office. Contact Sophie Malm. 
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Legal Opportunities 

No. 87 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1BD. Tel: 0171 404 9966 Fax: 0171 404 9955 
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CORP H NANCE/BAN KING/FINANCE To £70,000 

The corpnranrfruj»j.banlQng and trace work at the London oftrr of itetDp 
US fan is of tfw Itycn quaky. The irtinkg and experience you here 

wi set you up for a super career. So die heatfawnaklitg safeties, let alone die 
bonuses, are fust the fdrg on the ate for (Mycorquafieds. Refi TI6565 

PROJECT FINANCE To £80,000 

K you wart o be z project finance lawyer, das qua sanpfy is the place id do 
it The London office of ties up US firm las a wuriMndng project (ranee 
practice with salaries to match, so it is only Interested in seriously good 
lawyers with 3-5 years' pqe who can add value to its Ert&rsh lew capability. 
Re£T33l60 

CORPORATE To £55,000 

This top 10 Chy firm heads corporate loguetaMes an a weddy basis, so we 
wd leeks reputation speak for taeS. This b a firm where not only wil you 
gM» mp-notch domestic and oaen ati o ra l experience but wil abo be given 
the chance to enjoy and benefit from what you are doing. I-S years' pqe 
piease.Re£TI44ll 

PROPERTY To £38,000 

Young, personable, able to en|oy life audde the office - and that’s just the 
property partners at thb wdUtnown medwn-soed Gty firm. You too wil 
be a young and personable 12-18 months' qualified property lawyer, and 
ready for hourly targets that fjve you every donee to have a proper tonal 
fife. Ret T46705 

TAX To £60,000 

Premier top 5 international Gty practice, with unrivalled corporate 
repuotion seeks bwyer to joti top ranked tax department You wB be given 
broadest range of high afore tax work and high degree of responsblhy. 
NQ-5 year's pqe sought Excelle n t Cky salary and prospecc. Beg Tl 6864 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY To £54000 

Tha is something very urusual fora commerced property assistant wnh 2-4 
years' pqe. You- work at thb highly iwerrabonai medhjrrvsixed Gty firm wfl 
oke you abroad and given the compact nature of the department, it codd 
happen qute often If you prove yowwA partnership b not 6r dl Re£ T39880 

EC Bnixse&ljondon To £Senior 

As rffelexfirg rational fan looks mbuldiqr its thrivfog EC practice jet father, 
ihcrearcvery waking opportunkscs for EC lawyers at afl lends who warn b> 
hdp develop Its Brussels ofice. You w* ■mmedbosfe' oke a very responsftie 
role, with al the many tones) and other benefits that fofow. Ret 729744 


PROJECTS To £60,000 

Lice many bw firms, thb top Gqr firm b tryfog to bufid ks prefects practice. 
UnGke many fans, it has the vmrkto do k widt EspetMy writ towwn forks 
consouaJoo and transport work, k offers bwysx whh 0-S year* pqe the dona 
to ait their teeth by ptapq; major rotes on some very shop work Re£ T40S35 

FILM PRODUCTION/FINANCE To £Ptirtnenhip 

The fights are on, the camera is rc&g and thb leadfog Dry firm b wrfiere die 
action is. if you want to play a starring role in its Ekn piutiucuun ffii mx 
pr ac tice. You wi be 3+ years' pqe. up to partner level, and although you do 
nac need a fofiow^g good ooraacts in tin Musry d rrasdr tha fank are a 
must Ret T47343 

COMPANY/COMMERCIAL To £60,000 

Thb highly competent Victoria-based firm can offer a companyf uiiiii i miii l 
assistant with 3-5 years' pqe a level of bitern a rianal work that maty hrger 
firms canno t match, as wefl as a race spread of sectors, faduefag meda. Add 
an mcouragng and relaxed atmosphere, and thb could be the perfect donga. 
Re£T42583 

TRANSPORT & LEISURE To £54,000 

This is a job that will give your career a jump-start. Aside from being 
interesting and sodally usefoL transport work b abo growing rapkfiy. Thb 
fearing Gq< frm bg the forefront and can dfa a co mmer ci al lawyer wteh 18 
monihs+ pqe a ddtapng rale aedng far some of the sector's leading names. 
Ret T3 9699 

CAPITAL MARKETS To £Exceflent 

Hoy yaw part in pvfag thb top 10 Chy firm's capital markets team an even 
h^ter proSe. and partnership and bnosdc py wfl very qtiddy be yours. The 
firm has an array of blue-cHp dents Iratructing on ve^ bfe ticket bnrradoral 
work, rnalmg thb perfect for al ieveb. induing a whole asm. Ret 7744 

EMPLOYMENT/BENEFITS To £65,000 

You wfl] be given every help to (rare new drifts » an emp to ymendbenefas 
lawyer with 2-5 years’ pqe at thb rredk/nvdzed Gty firm. The work wil be 
very broad. Induding corpor at e immiy i tioru ahhough you need to know the 
ox marment of termiration pqrments and ratiord nsurance. Red T4688B 

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION To £60,000 

Thb exceptionally high-profile Gty firm b already punching well above its 
wegit ahhoigh it b rapkfiy biAing up too. You could be a key part of that 
jxucess as the new head ofoomnwoW faction ffyou can dtotf +6 years’ pqe, 
and the r^n dot to manage a team rd develop the practice. Ret T4437I 


QD 


QUARRY DOUGALL 
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Far further rifonuutiun, in complete confidence, phase contact Thn Marshal Govfri Sharpe or Afison Jacobs (oM quoted 
lawyers) on 0/7N405 6062 (0181-540 1 122 or 0171-794 8188 ereneigsAveefrends) or write to them ot QD Legal, 
37-41 Bedford Row. London WCIR 4JK Confidential fax 01 71-831 6394. 
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ASHURST 
C )| MORRIS 
CRISP 


Ashurst Morris Crisp's Intellectual Property Group has a first class reputation and is 
regarded as one of the leading practices in this field. 


The Group is currently advising on a number of special 
projects and other transactions around the world, 
notably involving clients with substantial business 
interests in both the United States of America and 
Europe. 

As a result of these particular transactions an additional 
lawyer is required to play a key role in the support of the 
Group's work in this area. As the ideal candidate you 
will have between 3-5 years pq'e with substantial 
experience of IF practice in the USA and will also possess 


reasonable knowledge of European IP law and how it is 
changing pursuant to European Commission initiatives. 
In particular, an in depth knowledge of US trademark 
practice is vital, as is a broad understanding of 
copyright licensing practice and US and EC anti-trust 
law. A proven academic record (ideally including a 
Masters degree in law) is also crucial for this area. 

In return we will offer you the opportunity to join a first 
class team with a remuneration package competitive 
with top City rates. 


If you are interested in applying for the above position please write to 
Stuart Walker, enclosing a Of, at Ashurst Morris Crisp, Broadwalk House. 5 Appdd Street, London. EC2A 2HA 

quoting ref XSW/PER. 


London • 3r jiio 
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AN OPPORTUNITY IN 


UK IMMIGRATION 

Ferguson Snell & Associates Ltd, one of the United 
Kingdom's leading Immigration Advisors to the corporate 
sector, is looking to recruit an experienced Consultant to 
join their existing team of professionals in Chiswick. 

The ideal applicant should have a proven knowledge and 
understanding of Immigration Law and associated 
caseworking practices. Previous experience within the 
Immigration Services or an established immigration 
practice is essential. 

Excellent financial rewards await the right candidate. 

All applications will be treated with the strictest 
confidence. Please forward CVs to: 

James Walters 

Ferguson Snell & Associates Ltd 
10/11 Heathfield Terrace 
London W4 4JE 


Wilson & Co. 

SOLICITORS 

seek an energetic graduate to assist in office 
administration, b illin g and management of a 
Legal Aid caseload. Numeracy and 
commonsense are essential 
Interest in a legal career will be an advantage. 
Starting salary £12,150.00 per annum. 

We welcome applications from all sections 
of the community. 

Closing date: 9th March 1998 
Reply with CV to Ref: Andrew Wilson 

Wilson & Co. 697 High Road, 
Tbttenham, London N17 8AD 
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If you bave a complaint 
about an item in this 
newspaper whiefa 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
to tbe editor about it. 

If you’re still dissatisfied 
yon can write to tbe 
Press Complaints 
Commission, 
an independent 
organisation established 
to uphold an editorial 
Cbdc of Practice 
for tbe Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER 
ABIDES BY 

THE PCC** DECISIONS 


P<£ 


1 SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON EC4Y SaE 

Tricpbooc Om 353 1248 
Facsimile 0171 353 8355 
Thb space has been 
donated by the publisher 




To advertise 


Legal Appointments 
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Adam Eason on 0171 293 2311 
or Phil Baber on 0171 293 3324. 
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MONDAY 


MEDIA+ 

A 24 page pull-out 
guide to careers in 
Media. Marketing & 
Sales 


TUESDAY 


NETWORK+ 

A 20 page guide to 
careers in the 
computing industry 


WEDNESDAY 


CITY+ 

City opportunities 


THURSDAY 


FASTTRACK 

for graduates and 
young professionals 

EDUCAT10N+ 

SUNDAY 


SMART MOVES 
General Appointments 
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Asian hamsters often don't get work 
because solicitors — even Asian ones’ 
^ pander to the prejudice of their 
clients. Romasa Butt recounts her 
own story of fighting against racism 


ft 

- '• n- 


*•-»»«. it. , ■ ■. 




4} 


(t 




i 


«•.. rl 

•:i .• . . 


America have shown that 
Asian children often do better at school 
because they come from a culture which 
behev^s that y° u have to work hard to be 
successful. That ethos has recently been 
atmsed by such television programmes as 
Goodness Gracious Me , co-written by 
MeeraSyal who was made an MBE in the 
New Year’s Honours list. Fans of the pro- 
gramme will recall various sketches de- 
picting Asian “over-achievere”. Some of 
them are even going to Oxford at the age 
of nine! So we are told that there are a dis- 
proportionate number of Asians running 
around with trunks full of degrees and pro- 
fessional qualifications. One may ask 
where they all are when we look at who oc- 
cupies the top positions in society. 

Let’swind the dock back to graduation 
with hordes of fresh-faced Asian graduates 
armed with their degrees. What do we do 
now, says one idealistic and naive over- 
achiever? Cash in on them, says another 
over-achiever. So they go off in search of 
the best jobs. One 




»> 


of them ends up at 
the Bar and thinks, 
(fright, now the 
world is my oyster 
- we’ve ail heard 
that barristers earn 
a sackful of money. 

East forward to 
10 years later. Fe- 
male over-achiever 
arrives at diambere 
and is told by her 
deric that he has 
just received a call 
from a solicitor 
who wants to in- 
struct counsel for a 
‘‘jiedfraiid 
trial at 


‘Efs like spending 
years training fortfje 
Olympics only to find 
at the starting line far 
the 100 metres 
hurdles that you can’t 
jump the first hurdle 
because your legs are 
- tied together* 




case is far too serious and w eigh ty a maz- 
ier for a female and that he stands abet- 
ter chance of being acquitted if the person 
representing him is “white 7 ’. So, Asian fe- 
male over-achiever is dumped in fevour of 
a male, brandishing apukka English name 
with less experience. 

Anyone who has done jury service will 
tell you that the ctientfhfeaxs are completely 
unfounded and that the whole supposition 
is claptrap. The fact that counsel must wear 
a wig and gown in court ensures that you 
are, as counsel, sexless and colourless. 

So what does she do? She has a num- 
ber of options. She can forget it and accept 
the fact that she has been defeated by good 
okJ-fashfoned ignorance as there w31 always 
be people like that and hope that not every- 
one is like that, or she can do something 
positive about it: she could get her derk 
to call the solicitor and remind him/her that 
it isfeeir duty not to pander to such requests 
as it is dearly contrary to the law. 

In the case of a weak solicitor this will 
probably result in the 

client going to another 

firm who will pander to 
his request. In any event 
the weak solicitor wDl 
have money reasons for 
wanting fo pander to the 
client's request A bet- 
ter solution for all con- 
cerned is to take the bull 
by the horns. This has 
been proven to work. 
The faithful clerk 
arranges a conference 
with the ideal counsel, in 
this case the Asian fe- 
male, when the client’s 
fears wifi be allayed and 
tfe/she will realise how 



Smashing the Asian glass ceiling. Ml Hie (Arruta Dhiri) from “This Life’ 


le Old Bafley.Rithfi^derijsiy? ffirtSe? /baflser fll-coneervod prefxmcdp-J 
Asian female over-aefuever is the tionsare. 


he 

idealdSbice based on her knowledge, ex- 
perien^ and proveh track record. Faith- 
ful ded? phones solicitor and puts forward 
ideal c&rice and recounts her success rate 
etc. Solicitor is impressed and asks for 
name of counsel and realises that faithful 
derk is recommending a female who does 
not brandish a pukka English name. So- 
licitor says that die will not do as the client 
has given her stria instructions that be 
wants a male brandishing a pukka En gli sh 
name. 

Although the client reserves the in- 
alienable right to choose counsel it cannot 
be based on any stipulation which is con- 
trary to the law, ie on grounds of sex, creed 
or colour. Faithful clerk asks solicitor the 
reasons for the stipulation by the client. He 
Is told that the diem is of the view that the 


In a society which is driven by compe- 
tition so that only the fittest survive, there 
has to be a presumption that all are com- 
peting on a level playing field. Tb the au- 
thor’s mind, although fee above scenario 
is a real one, it is impossible to take part 
in the race if your arms are tied behind your 
back and your legs tied together. If s a bit 
like spending years training for the 
Olympics only to find that when you are 
at the starting line for the 100 metres hur- 
dles you can’t jump over the first hurdle 
because your arms and legs axe tied 
together. 

The reason why this particular scenario 
is of interest is because the solicitor and 
client concerned are Asian! This new glass 
ceiling bas been put there by Asians who 
don’t want to be represented by fellow 


Asians because of preconceptions of abil- 
ity based on sex and colour. This is not al- 
ways true in all areas of fee law but is felt 
increasngtyas the cases become more chal- 
lenging, with greater stuns of money in- 
volved sad iavariabtythey are of greater 
complexity. These areas are traditionally 
the bastions of fee male species. 

Sadly this is not the first time feat the 
author bas encountered this. Less than 12 
months earlier she was representing two de- 
fendants charged with a serious offence. 
One was Caucasian and the other Asian. 
The Caucasian wanted to be represented 
by a male and the Asian by a Caucasian. 
Physically, counsel represented the most un- 
desirable package; female and non- 
Caucasian. 

Fortunately, the solicitor did his job and 
stuck to his guns and a conference was 
arranged with counsel on fee basis that I 
was fee appropriate person for the care The 
Caucasian client saw sense and I repre- 
sented him but the Asian client still pre- 
ferred to be represented by a Caucasian. 
For reasons I won’t go into I could repre- 


sent only one of them and the Caucasian 
chose me and the Asian client was repre- 
sented as he wished. 

On the first day of the trial the Asian 
•de fendan t r ealised that he had made a mis- 
take in the choice of counsel when his was 
unable to marshal all the facts and files. The 
adage, “What you want isn't always wbat 
. you need,” seems appropriate. During the 
trial, what fee jury took on board was my 
preparation, not the fact feat I was female 
or the colour of my skin. WhalK sad is that 
during me trial the Asian defendant came 
to me and said that he had made a grave 
mistake. It was a mistake which ultimate- 
ly may affect his liberty, though of course 
by then it was far too late for it to be 
rectified. 

It is time to untie those arms and legs 
put there by preconceptions. I am very for- 
tunate to have fee full support of my derk 
and head of chambers, who encourage the 
breakdown of such silly notions. 


Romasa Butt is a practising barrister in the 
chambers of the Rt Hon Demil Davies 


Partnership plans 
that don’t add up 


Plans for new limited liability partnerships must 
move towards the US model, saysjinr* Gemineli 


LIMITED liability is an issue that has 
been ex e rci s in g fee minds of many 
parmasmboft legal and accountancy 
firn» as the rid: of commercial failure 
has become all too real for some 


practices. 

Last February the outgoing gov- 
ernment published a consultation pa- 
per, “Limited IJabihtyParmerships- 
Anew form of business association for 

professions’. The consultation period 
ended in May. It is understood feat the 

Government has plans to indude ref- 
erences to l egislatio n on LLPs in the 
m fft Queen’s Speech. No doubt this 
will discharge the Labour Party’s 
manifesto commitment to the provi- 
sion of adequate protection to fee pro- 
fessions through incorporation. 

The push for change has come 
more from the accountants, and in par- 
ticular fee Big Six, who have found it 
increasingly rfiffrutt to obtain sufficient 
indemnity cover at an affordable cost 
However, the issue is equally relevant 
to legal firms, especially in fee current 
climate of debate and discontent 
about fee Solicitors’ Indemnity Fund. 

The current law on joint and sev- 
eral liability does not discriminate be- 
tween fee relative culpability of the 
cb'ents and fee professionals; profes- 
sional life has become much more 


competitive. 

The recession of the early Nineties 
caused headlines not seen before in 
fee profession -many partners entered 
individual voluntary arrangements for 
the benefit of their creditors and 
there were several “fire sale mergers", 
plus a few well-documented bank- 
ruptcies. Until the introduction of fee 
LLP, the catty protection from com- 
mercial risk is incorporation. 

Historically, the professional bod- 
ies were set up under an Act of Par- 
liament or by Royal Charter wife the 
principal objectives of serving the 
public interest The partnership mod- 
el has worked tolerably well in feat 
context over many years, wife an 
ethos based upon balanced advice and 
fine judgements; not as a platform for 
decisions solely concerning the fi- 
nancial advantage of the partners. That 
is a reason why fee good partner is 
valued by his clients. Hence, growth 
rates, profits before tax and earnings 
per share have clear merit for the fi- 
nancial well-being of fee sharehold- 
ers, but they should not be the sole 
determinant of success for the pro- 
fessional firm. For these reasons, and 
others, it is essential that the part- 
nership model, property managed in 
fee public interest, should be 
perpetuated. 

The planned UK model for fee 
LLP, however, is unattractive to the 
professions. While fee shareholder of 
a limited liability company is exposed 
only to the extent of fee share capi- 
tal, fee limited liability partner is to 
be required to put up a guarantee of 
between £25,000 and £300,000 per 
partner. Furthermore, any excessive 
earnings will be subjected to a daw- 


back in fee event of insolvency. Part- 
nerships will also be required to pro- 
duce audited accounts. In comparison 
incorporation seems almost idyllic. 

The situation 5 n the United Status 
is very different The law on joint and 
several liability in respect of daims was 
changed and a system of proportion- 
ate liability introduced last year. Al- 
most all fee states now have limited 
liability partnerships, lb become an 
LLP, fee partnership simply files a 
statement that it had become an LLP 
with the requisite authorities and ad- 
vises clients and suppliers. It must 
make sure that the letters LLP are 
printed after its name on all sta- 
tionety and make appropriate press an- 
nouncements. For fee US LLP there 
is no minimum capital requirement, 
no financial disclosure and no claw- 
back or guarantees. 

US professionals can, of aourse, still 
be sued individually under their equiv- 
alent to the partners' own negligence 
but, otherwise, the US LLP structure 
means that the partners’ private assets 
are secure from claims on the LLP. The 
UK LLP too, will not protect the neg- 
ligent partner. 

Despite the litigious nature of US 
business, the balance of advantage 
seems to have moved significantly In 
fee direction of the US professional 
The UK LLP proposals need to be re- 
thought The rethink should concen- 
trate on two key areas; 

There would he significantly more 
onerous liabilities upon insolvency for 
partners in LLPs compared wife those 
which apply to the shareholders in lim- 
ited liability companies. In addition, 
there is no need for clawbacks and 
guarantees - a fixed minimum capi- 
tal is all that is required. 

Also, the disclosure of partners’ in- 
come conld be damaging to firms or 
for those which have a below-avcragc 
expectation of reward or for firms with 
unusual profit cycles of trend and also 
for those with exceptional results - bal- 
ance sheet disclosure should be suf- 
ficient for third party needs. 

The way forward should be to find 
a balance between the DTI proposals 
and the US position, which is attrac- 
tive to the members of fee LLP and 
to those who do business wi fe h. With- 
out a significant improvement to fee 
proposals, there is a real danger feat 
the commercial threats to partners and 
partnerships will deprive the profes- 
sions of future talent. In fee absence 
ofa satisfactory UK solution, the re will 
be a continuing consideration of fee 
possibilities of Jersey, Delaware and 
New York. Alternatively, firms will be 
forced to incorporate wife a structure 
which in most cases will be far from 
suitable. 


James Gemmeli is Chairman of 
Horwalh Clark WhitehiU, Chartered 
Accountants. He was also Chairman of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of Scotland’s Wbrking Party on .Audi- 
tors Liability. 
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Cftfl Smafl practice with top 
brae seeks litigator 2-4FQC- 
could rnduds LAX PI, professional 
indemnity or It Marketing ifcfc 
essential; knowledge of French usetuL 


R 


ttfi The foUawing spaai J st s sough! UbOm Laadng consultancy seeks ira—hi City firm s e eks dynamic 
lo join renowned team: senior IT IT lawyer 2-4PQE to assist Bs business senior lawyer with grovitas end 

lawyer senior patent fitigotor, non- sector* in drafting, reviewing and marketing dalb to head up practice, 

contentious madia lawyer NQ-3PQE. negotiating uutrtruLii. end providing language sldlb and knowledge af the 

musk litigator 2PQE+. ad hoc advice. Self starter essential. European legal scene essential. 


LI PS ON 

LIOYB* 

JONHS 


Cftys firm wtfi national presence 

seela commensal property lawyers 

NQ-5FQE to handle cfaposds, 
acquisitions, i n v es tment portfefioa and 
some corpora* »W>ort. 


Cttyx Property deportment of large H Ctertlirr lawyer ogerf 30-40 
dynamic firm urgently seeks planning yearn with good commercial contracts 
lawyar with good environmental mp kfeaDym the ail, gas, engineering 
knowledge 2-6PQE and a strong or construction sedan, sought by 

academic peefigrae to join busy team, leodetg mtorndkihal company. 


Cify firm seeks junior and 
senior fafian qualified lawyers fluent 
in English from good Italian firms. 
Exp of EC faw/bafian corporate law 
and a Brussels stir* pr eferred. 


LEGAL RECRUITMENT 


tifyi US fan, weB estc fcfahed t n 
London seek* corporals finance 
lawyers 3-5PQ6 ** broad &r mp 

to handfr work anwng fro m bhie ctep 

<*enfcasa. 


.... _ toCMI+L . „ 

ClM Lon* fan seels spedaSsl «Hft lawyer NQ+w* dipping/ ■ i — i Nome film urgently seeks 

Iawyer2-4J>Q£ to hraxfe procure- filiation experience sought by speaahl 3-5PQE within team acting 

mnrd contracts, FM, ****** farces, leading Ml dub to hancBea ratgeof for a range of Nu»<hip dients. 

(C*ibution agreements, and general doing work. Good ' m terper ic nci A more senior candidate with 

amvneraafoanfcvKtc. sldfa essentiaL following w3J also be considered. 


to jofo as 

information 
drafters on 

litigation, EU competitw 1 or h® 5 * 

yjx f i - i ~“ t 

WM fc* VWI know" fa* r* 4 * 

SKS?— IHC 

KSSS SSS*’ 


Senior lawyer 5PQE+ wughr 
for partner designate role wth magic 
cede fan. Must have find dan 
framing and wqforience as weti as a 
portable potential cSentbase. 


t Lawyer 2PQE+ sought by 

busy teem to Boise with the business 
fine, credit dept A back office from 
day one. Knowledge of (SEM, crass 
currency, currency options & equities. 


cMW 

■ C eew fl se i International firm seeks 
dry shtpping/insurance Gtigator 
3-4PQE to join its trade and transport 
team. 5uperb location; Wed for City 
soStifor fired of commuting. 


For furihar in forma ti on 
□bout tiiese positions, or 
to dbcuss the various career 
options available, contact: 


- ' (OH Cm/Cm - ctMK+1 

am Human Capital Services dept of H C e ewBees leading telecoms 

na&mol firm has role fa junior 

lawyer to work dosetywifii one senior framed lawyer 4-5PQE with a broad 
na^tandtoshiBhpretfeM 

pensions pkrnrimg/tox raktod woric team. Ideal tint m-house ntove. 


i i Telecoms c ompany seel rs first 
commercial property lawyer 4-5PQE, 
to take over Hs property vrorfc. City 
traning and exp of both construction 
and planring matters desirable. 


Lucy Boyd 
Ignite McCanrrefl 
Deborah Knowles 
Andrew Nelson 


Courtenay 
Van Der Borgh 
Shah 


MAYFAIR SOLICITORS 




TiiSKl. 




MfwTltitdilv selective fan seeks top Off 1 bank seeks 2 lawyers 

haSetac, trusts t estate planning tndurfing consumer credit, the-ather 
high net worth individuals. foams wflhmih legal deportment. 


ifop firm seeks 
speciofot Gtigoiors NQ-5PQE to 
handle: property (1954 Ad), banking 
^nsohency/enforcBmentJ or general 
commerc i al fitigotion. 


Expanding 3 Partner firm who 
believe in enjoying life as well as 
work require: 

(a) Experience 
Commercial 
Conveyancer 

(3/4 yrs pqe). 

Salary up to £35,000pa (ace) 

(b) Experienced 
Company Commercial 

Solicitor 

Applicant with own following 
preferred. 

Salary negotiable according to 
experience and following. 

Interesting and varied work with 
excellent prospects 
CVs Co Giles Courtenay-Evans 
Courtenay van der Borgh Shah 
51 Charles Street 
Berkeley Square 
London W1X 8LB 
Tel: 0171 493 2903 
Fax: 0171 493 3877 






1 


3 

1 

i 

& 

s 

n 

0 
c 

1 

it 

:y 

o 

iy 

:r 

.*> 

.it 

w 


off 







1 WftpS* 


. . 1 _ _ /j- .. • Steffi 


THE INDEPENDENT 


m n m navi 


THE INDEPENDENT 
MONDAY 2 MARCH 1<X>8 

24 


24/THE BACK PAGE 






*" "***•.«■ # 


Power of the poster reveals a bigger picture 
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How times 
change: A 
poster 
campaign 
for Benson 
& Hedges in 
1977 by the 
advertising 
firm Collet, 
Dickenson, ■ 
Pearce; _ 
below left, i 
poster by 
Great 
Northern 
Railway to 
promote 
t rips to 
Skegness; 
andSavfle 
Lum ley's 
1915 image 
to help 
recruitment, 
in the First 
World War 

Courtesy 

ofV&A 
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SKEGNESS 



From Toulouse Lautrec to Saatchi 
as exhibition hails 120-year history 
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frustrated Guide from Secretary. Advancement Association 
Skegness, or any L N ER Enquiry Office. 


By Kate Whtson-Smythe 

THE V&A is to open an exhi- 
bition dedicated to the power 
of the poster and will feature 
some of the most famous im- 
ages of modem times- some of 
them in full size - offering an 
overview of the social trends of 
the last 120 years. 

The exhibition will include 
posters from Ibulouse Lautrec 
to Saatchi and Saatchi and 
from “My Goodness My Guin- 
ness” to the notorious “Hello 
Boys” Wonderbra campaign. 

The posters, many of them 
international are taken from 
the museum’s collection of- 
more than 10,000 originals. 

A spokesman for the muse- 
um said: “The poster is a very 
important art form and the ex- 
hibition will show its strengths 
and what makes it such a pow- 
erful medium of design, pub- 
licity and persuasion. 

The exhibition will be di- 
vided into three sections. Plea- 
sure and Leisure, Protest and 
Propaganda and Commerce 
and Communication. 

It will examine their role in 
society: from children and 
teenagers plastering them all 
over their walls in an effort to 
stamp their own personality on 
a bedroom to companies' re- 
liance on huge billboards to 
draw attention to their products. 

The performing arts have in- 
spired some of the greatest 
poster designs such as Lautrec’s 
paintings for the cafes of Mont- 


martre and those for the Lon- 
don music halls. It was drawings 
such as these, dating back to the 
1870s, which first prompted 
posters to be hailed as street art 
But the poster has also been 
used as an instrument of per- 
suasion and governments and 
pressure groups have used it 
throughout the twentieth cen- 
tury to inform and provoke. 
Some of the earliest examples 
were Savfle Lumley’s “Daddy, 
What (fid YOU do in the Great 
Whr?” and Fougasse’s “ C areless 
Talk Costs Lives”. More recently 
Saatchi and Saatchi have pro- 
duced controversial election 
posters such as ^“New-Labour 


New Danger" for the Tories. 

The paster is viewed as an ef- 
fective and inexpensive means 
of protest and has been used to 
further many causes from votes 
for women to animal welfare 
and ban the bomb. 

Perhaps the most sophisti- 
cated use of posters is in 
advertising. One of the most 
memorable in recent times was 
the series of posters for Benson 
& Hedges cigarettes. But some 
of the most controversial have 
proved the most successful 
including Wonderbra and 
Benetton. 

The exhibition opens on 2 
April and runs untiLZfrJuiy. 
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The Style - The Value - 
The Catalogue - Yours Free From 
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By Portia 



24 Port in Mexico we sailed 
to (5) 

25 Horrible soldiers beat 
small number held inside 
( 9 ) 

26 He’s so ignorant of devel- 


ACROSS 

I Defiant about soundbite I 
ran (13) 

10 Endurance shown by one 
in difficulty (9) 

I I Refuse to be extravagant 

12 Increase level we're told 

13 

try before Dutch 

S t caught (9) 
ght shades are works of 
art (7) 


16 Loudly denounce most of 
the Franco-German arti- 
cles (7) 

18 Forbidding gold set to be 
moved about (7) 

20 Could stan with expen 
study into voice modula- 
tion (7) 

21 At that point mounted 

immediately (9) 

23 Fight to retain key 
weapon (5) 


meat that’s low cost 


DOWN 

2 Self-possessed young 
man? (9) 

3 Make one measure ener- 
gy (5) 

4 Heavy metal turning up 
in load (7) 

5 Decline to disagree in 
speech (7) 

6 Dogged reporter? (9) 

7 Opera tenor gets acting 
award right away (5) 

8 Pointed to medical 
group’s dishonesty (5,8) 

9 Sensitive to proposed 
. housing ceotre (6-7) 

15 Cricket teams join drug 
society to get a break (9) 

17 Neil gets confused with 
an odd plant species (9) 

19 Directions given to leave 
nothing on the grass (7) 

20 Be able to work with bril- 
liant star (7) 

22 English duke triumph 
over Northumbrian king 
( 5 ) 

23 Flyout of fine of the sun 



O ar 32 page Women's Classics 
catalogue is packed with items of 
clothing that are superior in quality, value 
and style. We use the finest fabrics and 
■ w orkmanshi p the world can offer and 
B. our attention to detail is impeccable. 

EjE adh*. Because we deal direct we 
* V? keep our overheads low, 

passing the benefit on to yon 
the form of affordable 
Iff&iSfg prices. And to make the 

valae ev™ 35 a 

Ma p B special introductory offer. I 

fBpg mwpl have deducted 10% from (he 

01118111 catalogue prices. 

jiMBreBfiL Featured here are some of 
the many items contained 
tn Spring and Summer 
NfSA Classics. In pure cotton, die 
fiy|lW pretty short sleeved shirt is 
||||f| V beautifully made and will last 

for years. The attractive pastel 
colours, dial can be easily 
matched, add to die style and 
Hfrak versatility of the shirt 


Made from pure cotton pique, the 
polo shin shown below is perfect 
for summer wear. The stylish navy 
collar and cuffs, and unique front 
and back design make it a popular 
favourite. Or in a fine cotton Tana 
lawn from Liberty, the shiitwaister 
dress is cool and comfortable to 
wear. The combination of 
meticulous attention to detail the 
quality of workmanship and 
imm aculate styling make it a must 
this season. 

There is a wide choice. Whether 
it be shirts, dresses, suits, skirts, 
trousers, jackets, nightwear or 
knitwear that you are looking for, it 
is all here in Women's Classics. 

We are committed to providing you 
with the best die world can offer at 
affordable prices. Every item is 
backed by our guarantee of your 
satisfaction. Don't delay, order 
your FREE catalogue today to take 
advantage of our introductory offer. 




a: 


Simply complete this coupon and 
i scad it to: James Meade 
b limited, FREEPOST 
^ (SN 16761, Andover, 

^ Hampshire. SP10 3BR. and 
we will send you your 
FREE catalogue 

Women's Classics 
B WIN AS 

C] Men's Classics 
i BMINAS 

^ □ Both BBINAS 

1a Or telephone us at 

01264 333252, or fax this 
coupon to us on 
ja 81264 363200 -do it 
3^^ Ioda y to take advantage 
of our special introductory offer. 
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